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Can You Master the Mirror Maze?
Interactive new exhibition reveals the amazing mathematical patterns  
that surround us every day.
 

Mathematics and the patterns associated with it are more than abstract figures to be pondered in 
a classroom—they are all around us! Consider, for example, the spiral design you can find in so 
many places, from seashells and sunflowers to hurricanes and even galaxies. Immerse yourself  

in these and many other examples, then navigate an elaborate maze in the Museum’s newest temporary  
exhibition, A Mirror Maze: Numbers in Nature, opening February 4 for a limited engagement.  

Math Is Everywhere

Step into the exhibit’s centerpiece, a 1,700-square-foot mirror maze, and encounter a striking array of repeating triangles and 

reflections. This fascinating, yet challenging, space appears to be an endless pattern—but it’s one that can be solved as you learn 

about the math that surrounds you here and in the greater universe. Intriguing questions and activities further immerse you in 

the repetition, symmetry, and shape arrangements presented in the maze. Dead ends are scattered throughout, and there is also  

a small secret room with bonus puzzles, imagery, and artifacts.

While the mirror maze is the main attraction, there are plenty of other components  

to catch your eye, including numerous hands-on activities. Learn about patterns in  

nature when you connect dots or draw spirals on a digital screen and see real-world 

objects with the same arrangement. Plus, manipulate computer-generated landscapes 

and see how fractals (detailed patterns that look similar at any scale) are used  

in animation.

Continued on next page
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Find out about the patterns within you by standing in front of 

a large two-way mirror and striking poses while a projection 

superimposes patterns and proportions on your body. Look 

through an eyepiece to see how blood vessels branch within 

your eyes and similar instances existing elsewhere within the 

body and throughout nature. You can also observe how much 

symmetry exists (or doesn’t) in the human face.  

Strike a chord and identify the patterns in music when you 

compose a piece using symmetry (natural skills not required!) 

and hear your creation played back. Use a harp to create a  

musical scale with mathematical proportions. Then learn 

about the similar patterns in architecture that can be found  

in such structures as the Taj Mahal and Beijing National  

Stadium, even though they were constructed centuries—and 

thousands of miles—apart.

Curiosity and Wonder   
John Beckman, director of exhibit design and development at 

the Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago, which created 

A Mirror Maze: Numbers in Nature, says it was made “to high-

light how people interact with mathematical patterns every 

day, provoking curiosity and wonder.”

He adds, “While concepts like fractal branching can be intimi-

dating to some, our hope is that this exhibit inspires all guests 

to look at the world around them with a new appreciation.” 

So leave the calculator at home and come to an exhibition 

that’s part learning experience and part fun challenge—just 

like a real-life video game—with A Mirror Maze: Numbers in 

Nature, on exhibit February 4 – April 25.  

Exhibit Design and Development: Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago

Benefits of Imperfect Symmetry

There’s no scientific basis to support the claim, but 

many people believe that the Golden Ratio—a special 

proportion describing the relationship between two 

objects—is most pleasing to the human eye. But  

there are some people who are able to accomplish 

extraordinary things because they don’t have perfect 

symmetry or conform to the Golden Ratio. They  

include 23-time Olympic gold medalist swimmer  

Michael Phelps, who has an edge on the competition 

due to a wingspan wider than his height. Another is  

the late Russian composer Sergei Rachmaninov,  

whose unusually large hands allowed him to play  

and compose piano music as few others could. 

Continued from cover

A Mirror Maze: Numbers in Nature    Opens February 4  |  Member Preview February 3 
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The very top of your body is an action-packed work  

center that operates 24/7. This, of course, is the location  

of your brain—the organic control tower sending  

important messages that allow the rest of the body to  

function. Learn all about what’s transpiring upstairs from 

experts in the field, hands-on activities, and so much more 

throughout the Museum on Friday, March 23 and Saturday, 

March 24 during Health Fair: Explore the Brain. 

Brain Health

Did you know the Boston area is the epicenter for cutting-edge 

brain research? Meet some of the professionals doing this  

important work, find out how they perform their research, and 

get the latest information on various types of brain research—

including language development, memory, and injury.

“Learning more about how damage can affect our brain 

is important for understanding many different types of 

diseases,” says Museum educator and Health Fair organizer 

Susan Heilman. 

Brain Games

Enjoy a whole host of hands-on activities associated with 

this powerful and important organ, including mind games 

and building brain neurons out of pipe cleaners. Also, get 

an up-close look at different types of brain scans.

This Is Your Brain on Health
Meet researchers and participate in illuminating activities at annual Museum event. 

Know Your Mind! 
The average adult brain weighs three pounds. While that 

might not seem like much, it’s actually the third-largest 

organ after the skin and liver. Your brain includes 100 billion 

small cells called neurons. They send out messages to the 

rest of the body non-stop—even while you’re sleeping. 

Almost everybody’s heard the story that humans only use 

10% of their brain. But it’s just that, a story. We actually use 

nearly our entire brain. There’s lots of work to do!

 

A Mirror Maze: Numbers in Nature    Opens February 4  |  Member Preview February 3 
 

Health Fair    March 23 and 24

And don’t miss an annual Health Fair favorite—the opportunity 

to touch a real human brain! You can also get your hands on 

brains from a sheep, a horse, and a mouse. Discover the many 

similarities and differences among them. 

“There’s nothing quite like holding a human brain,” Heilman 

says. “It’s heavier than you think!”

Come to an event where you’ll learn all about what’s happening  

in your head while trying your hand (and mind) at activities  

that will have you thinking about your brain and all it’s capable  

of—long after you’ve left the Museum. 

Free with Exhibit Halls admission. Free for members. For more information: mos.org/events.       



Unlock a Storied Nation’s  
Ancient Secrets
Travel back more than 2,000 years to the foundation of China! 

Mysteries of China    Now Showing in Omni 

A group of farmers digging a well in the Chinese city of 

Xi’an on an early spring day in 1974 probably didn’t think 

they were about to make world history. But that’s exactly 

what they did when they stumbled upon the Terracotta 

Army—a collection of more than 6,000 life-size clay  

figures created more than 2,000 years ago. More than an 

amazing visual, this collection is a time capsule providing 

tremendous insight into China’s past. Learn what secrets  

it revealed in Mysteries of China, now showing in the  

Mugar Omni Theater, home to New England’s only  

IMAX® Dome screen.

Back to the Beginning

Hold on tight as you travel back more than two millennia 

to the time of Qin Shi Huang, a fierce warrior who united 

China and became its first emperor. See how he amassed  

an army more than 1 million strong and undertook one of 

history’s greatest public works projects—the Great Wall. 

Then return to modern China to see how this world power 

has embraced its ancient and modern cultures by honoring 

the past while looking toward the future.

Guiding you on this journey is narrator Avery Brooks (Star 

Trek: Deep Space Nine) in a production from Giant Screen 

Films, the storytellers behind other Omni hits such as 

Journey to Space and Wild Africa.

Unprecedented Access

Director Keith Melton says he and his crew were 

given unprecedented access during filming  

and used sophisticated  

new technology. 

Sponsored by

“The result is stunning footage of unparalleled  

quality—precisely what the giant screen medium  

prescribes,” he says. “From a 2,000-year-old  

archaeological dig twice the size of a soccer field to  

the vast countryside and craggy peaks of rural China  

to the ultramodern Pudong district of Shanghai at night, 

this film takes you everywhere.” 

If you want to live through this nation’s fascinating  

history and experience its technological breakthroughs  

for yourself, then you can’t miss Mysteries of China— 

an incredible journey across the world and through time—

now showing on the IMAX® Dome screen!   



Meet the Butterfly Garden’s  
Other Residents
Investigate insects that look like sticks, ants that garden, and more! 
 
Is that winter chill getting under your skin? Raise 

the temperature by stepping into the Museum’s  

Butterfly Garden, where it’s always a warm summer 

day. And don’t let the name fool you; there are more 

than just butterflies in this indoor oasis.  

A Complex Society

See the colony of leafcutter ants, the gardeners of  

the insect world. Brought here from Costa Rica  

by Butterfly Garden curator Lea Morgan, they cut,  

collect, and carry various leaves (that are larger than 

they are!) and bring them through an artificial tube 

to nest chambers filled with a gray-white fungus. 

There, the leaves nourish the fungus, allowing  

it to grow larger, and then the ants can feed  

on the fungus. It’s an impressive display of a  

symbiotic relationship! 

The various species of walking sticks are another 

visual treat. Their appearance is just as the name  

implies, and some have mastered the art of  

camouflage. See if you can spot the giant sticks,  

a species native to Malaysia and Singapore, as they 

hang quietly among the vegetation! 

Another Butterfly Garden resident is the goliath bird 

eater. As its name implies, this spider that can reach 

up to 12 inches in leg span is capable of feasting on  

a bird. But feathered flyers are not part of this par-

ticular one’s menu; instead it eats insects placed in 

the enclosed habitat about three times per week. 

Team Work

Morgan oversees a team of four full-time staffers as 

well as additional part-time workers, interns, and 

volunteers. This team works hard to keep the plant 

and invertebrate residents healthy and thriving. 

While educating the Butterfly Garden visitors is their  

mission, there is a tremendous amount of  

work behind the scenes keeping  

them as busy as bees.

Mysteries of China    Now Showing in Omni 

Produced by the Pro Football  
Hall of Fame.

“ “Not only are invertebrates important  
to every ecosystem on the planet, they  

are fascinating too! They elicit  
extreme reactions, either love  

or fear, and I enjoy using these  
emotions as opportunities to  
teach our visitors about the  

importance of these organisms.”  
— Lea Morgan

Butterfly Garden Curator

You too will learn how insects and arachnids are more than just 

something to scream about. See how these fascinating creatures 

live and eat, plus enjoy the beautiful butterflies and moths flying 

around you in the tropical Butterfly Garden.  

A separate timed ticket is required to enter the Butterfly Garden. Purchase tickets at the 
exhibit entrance, box office, or mos.org. 



Calendar of Events
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February March

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times:  
617-723-2500, mos.org.

A Mirror Maze: Numbers in Nature 
Exclusive Member Preview—Be one of 
the first to journey through a giant maze and 
see how numbers are all around us. Exhibit 
opens to the public February 4.  

Gastropod 
Enjoy a three-course event for your eyes and 
ears during this special live recording of the 
popular podcast. Reception follows. 7:00 p.m.  
!   $   

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Machine, Platform, 
Crowd: Harnessing Our Digital Future by  
Andrew McAfee and Erik Brynjolfsson.  
Cambridge Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m. 

Return of the Woolly Mammoth
Learn the incredible story about the quest  
to bring back this iconic extinct creature.  
12:30 p.m. 

Blonde Side of the Moon
With her classically trained and unique voice, 
Niki Luparelli pays tribute to Pink Floyd  
accompanied by visuals under the Planetarium 
dome. 7:30 p.m. !   $    

School Vacation Week Begins
Exhibit Halls hours are extended: 

Saturday, February 17 – Thursday,  
February 22; 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Friday, February 23; 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 24; 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Note: Hours subject to change; call or  
check mos.org to confirm.

Free Film Fridays 
See complimentary films throughout the day in 
the Mugar Omni Theater. Also March 9, 16, 23, 
and 30. 

Book Club for the Curious 
Join a discussion about The End of Alzheimer’s 
by Dale Bredesen. Cambridge Innovation Center. 
5:30 p.m.  

ReelAbilities Film Festival: Sanctuary 
See the film about a man and a woman with 
intellectual disabilities who are in love and face 
challenges in a world doing everything to keep 
them apart. 6:30 p.m. M  !   

Health Fair: Explore the Brain 
Join Museum educators and guest researchers 
as they explore advances in brain research 
through technology. Includes hands-on activities 
and more. 10:00 a.m. Also Friday, March 23;  
9:30 a.m.

8
Thursday

2
Friday

7
Wednesday

3
Saturday

10 
Saturday

15
Thursday

17
Saturday

8
Thursday

21
Wednesday 

 

24
Saturday 

 

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance  
and/or receive discounts. 

!   Reservations are either required or  
strongly recommended. 

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit.
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Sign up for Summer Courses!

Looking for stimulating fun for your kids this  
summer? It’s not too early to sign up for a  
week (or more!) of science courses running  
July – August. 

Students entering grades 1 – 8 can choose from 
morning or afternoon classes—or create a full  
day of fun!

• For more information and to register: mos.org/courses.

• Summer courses are offered early to Museum members. 
Not a member? Join today: 617-723-2500,  
mos.org/members.

Mugar Omni Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen.  
For showtimes, tickets, and a complete list of films now  
playing: 617-723-2500, mos.org. Shows run approximately  
50 minutes. Member price: $5.

Sponsored by  

FEATURED FILMS

Dream Big: Engineering Our World
Celebrate the human ingenuity behind engineering 
marvels big and small, and see how engineers push the 
limits of innovation in unexpected and amazing ways. 

Amazon Adventure 
Follow naturalist Henry Bates on his 11-year journey  
of scientific discovery through the visually stunning  
and biodiverse Amazon rainforest in the 1850s.

Mysteries of China
Learn how an accidental discovery in 1974 in  
Xi’an led to one of the world’s greatest archaeological 
finds: the Terracotta Warriors and the Tomb of the  
First Emperor. 

 

Photo © American Society of Civil Engineers



Become an Active Supporter!
The Museum receives financial support in 
some unique ways. Our members give through 
climbing, running, and supporting those who do.

Lacing Up for Learning

On Monday, April 16, Museum marathoners 
will run the Boston Marathon® in support of the 
institution’s Traveling Programs, which bring 
Museum-quality educational programming 
to students and educators throughout New 
England. All funds raised by the runners will go 
toward program expansion, scholarships, and 
further outreach to our schools and communities 
across the Northeast. Meet the runners and 
support the team at mos.org/marathon.

Summiting for Science

Challenge yourself and support the Museum 
by participating in the 12th annual Washburn 
Challenge, a unique fundraising hike of Mount 
Washington on Sunday, July 8. Scale New 
England’s tallest peak using the map created 
by founding Museum director and cartographer 
Bradford Washburn! All money raised supports 
the Museum’s Annual Fund. For more information 
on how to climb, support, and get involved:  
617-589-4475, mos.org/challenge. 

Shark: A 4-D Experience®

Explore the complex nature of some of the world’s  
strangest and most mysterious ocean species in  
Shark: A 4-D Experience®.

The BBC and BBC Earth are trademarks of the British Broadcasting  
Corporation and are used under license. BBC logo © BBC 1996

 Thomas & Friends™ 4-D: Bubbling Boilers!
Join Thomas & Friends in this thrilling 4-D adventure as 
they encounter big surprises while racing to an exciting 
celebration on Sodor. 

© 2018 Gullane (Thomas) Limited.

Ice Age: No Time for Nuts 4-D
Join Scrat, Ice Age’s resident nut-

crazed saber-toothed squirrel, as 
he time travels in his zaniest 

adventure to date, Ice Age:  
No Time for Nuts 4-D.

ICE AGE™ & © 2018 Twentieth  
Century Fox Film Corporation.   

All Rights Reserved.

4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 15 minutes. Member price: $5.



Celebrate Pi Day  
at the Museum
Pi Day is Wednesday, March 14, and we’re 
celebrating with a day of giving. We need 
your help to make it a success. Our science 
educators are excited to show you how they 
will be celebrating and how you can #GivePi 
to support science education on Pi Day!  
Visit mos.org/givepi to learn more.

Charles Hayden Planetarium 
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 35 – 45 minutes. Member price: $5.

FEATURED SHOWS

Explore: The Universe
Leave Earth behind and blast off to explore our solar 
system, the Milky Way, and beyond. Journey through the 
cosmos with a Planetarium educator as your star pilot.

From Dream to Discovery: 
Inside NASA

Experience the extreme 
nature of spacecraft  
engineering—from  
concept to completion.
Produced by the Museum  

of Science.

Music Under the Dome
Friday and Saturday evenings

Join us in the Charles Hayden  
Planetarium and experience one of our most innovative 
and immersive offerings, celebrating the music of such 
icons as Coldplay, Rihanna, and more!  
Recommended for ages 18 and up.

Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/exhibits. 

New! A Mirror Maze: Numbers in Nature 
Opens Sunday, February 4
Navigate through a giant mirror maze and discover the 
amazing numerical patterns that exist in the natural world 
when you visit the Museum’s newest traveling exhibition.

Wicked Smart: Invented in the Hub 
Greater Boston-based innovations and their creators  
are the focus of this new permanent exhibit.

Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight,  
plants, and free-flying butterflies.  
Timed tickets required.  
Member price: $5.

Thrill Ride 360°
Take a ride on a roller coaster you design in this  
full-motion experience! Timed tickets required.  
Member price: $5. 

FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day every day  
in the Exhibit Halls. For current schedules: 617-723-2500,  
mos.org/daily-schedule.  

Live Animal Presentation
Daily; visit mos.org for specific times.
Explore the adaptation, behaviors, and ecology of  
animals as well as the environments they live in  
with the furry, feathered, and scaly residents of our  
Live Animal Care Center.
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Coming Soon!  
Stars of STEM Celebration
Thursday, April 12; 7:00 – 10:00 p.m.

Show your Museum support! Enjoy a celebra-
tory evening of dinner, drinks, and interactive 
experiences as we toast GE, the 2018 Star  
of STEM. Come experience a night at the 
Museum like you’ve never seen before! 

•  For more information: 617-589-0185,  

starsofstem@mos.org, mos.org/starsofstem.

• Individual ticket includes a memorable dining  

experience and a night full of interactive  

entertainment. Sponsorship opportunities  

are available.  

Member Events
For more information: 617-589-0180, mos.org/member-events.

Member Preview 
A Mirror Maze: Numbers in Nature
Saturday, February 3; 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Be among the first to see this new temporary exhibition  
featuring a giant maze—a sea of equilateral triangle  
chambers that will make you feel like you’re in a kaleido-
scope! Learn about nature’s many patterns—from the skin  
on the back of your hand to the trees in your yard!

• Free. No reservations required.

•  Entrance is limited to the number of Exhibit Halls admissions 
permitted with your membership level. 

Adult Programs
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events. Funded 
in part by the Barbara and Malcolm L. Sherman Fund for Adult 
Programs and by the David and Marion Ellis Endowment Fund. 

SUSTAINING LIFE

An ongoing study of the splendor, mystery, and importance of 
our food and water.

Gastropod 
Wednesday, February 7; 7:00 p.m.
What’s the story behind some of our favorite dishes? 
How does everything from microbes to metals affect the 
taste of the food we eat? In this special live recording 
of the podcast Gastropod, co-hosts Cynthia Graber and 
Nicola Twilley serve up a three-course feast for your 
eyes and ears! Reception with cash bar (21+) and light 
bites follows. 
For ages 18 and up. 

• Fee: $20 in advance and $25 day of event; purchase tickets  
in advance at mos.org/events. 

WHEN SCIENCE MEETS ART

Shattering the boundaries between art, science, and technology.

Blonde Side of the Moon:  
An Evening with Niki Luparelli  
Thursday, February 15; 7:30 p.m.
Continue your Valentine’s celebration with Niki Luparelli  
as she returns to the Museum! For one night only, Niki 
pays tribute to Pink Floyd under the Charles Hayden 
Planetarium dome with her original show, Blonde Side 
of the Moon. Her classically trained and unique voice is 

accompanied by stunning 
and original fulldome visu-
als overhead. Experience 
the classic music you love 
in a wild new way!  
For ages 18 and up.  

•  Fee: $20 in advance; $25 
day of event. Purchase 
tickets in advance at  
mos.org/events. 

Photo ©  JB Spector/Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago



Fake Science with ImprovBoston  
Thursday, March 29; 7:30 p.m.
ImprovBoston, New England’s oldest and largest comedy 
theater, returns with a completely improvised adult 
show that’s out of this world! Immersive science meets 
immersive comedy as ImprovBoston’s professional 
improvisers create games, scenes, and songs out of thin 
air using the Planetarium’s state-of-the-art projections, 
surround sound, and 360-degree videos. Additional 
shows April 19 and May 24.  
For ages 18 and up.

• Fee: $20 in advance; $25 day of program.

• Purchase tickets in advance at mos.org/events.

ON BEING HUMAN

Exploring the multidimensional human experience. 

ReelAbilities Film Festival Presents Sanctuary 
Wednesday, March 21; 6:30 p.m.
Join us for the opening night of the 2018 ReelAbilities 
Film Festival with a story about Larry and Sophie, who 
have intellectual disabilities and are in love. By attempt-
ing to be intimate, they aren’t just breaking the rules—
they’re breaking the law. Both hilarious and heartbreak-
ing, Sanctuary is a subversive piece of cinema about 
two young people trying to be together in a world doing 
everything to keep them apart. For ages 18 and up.

• Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.  
 Additional funding provided by the Richard S. Morse Fund. 

• Advance registration begins Monday, March 5 for        
  members: mos.org/events (Wednesday, March 7 for   
  the general public).
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Avoid peak times by 
arriving before 10:30 
a.m. or after 3:00 p.m.

MEMBER TIPS
Follow these and use your member  
benefits to get the most out of every visit! 

Questions? Call 617-589-0180 or  
visit mos.org/membership-faq.

Bring your current 
membership card 
for faster Exhibit 
Halls entry.

Reserve tickets  
in advance:  
617-723-2500,  
mos.org.

Take public  
transportation!  
For parking tips: 
mos.org/parking. 

Arrive at least  
one hour before 
scheduled shows. 

MEMBER

Save time—go online! 
To sign up: mos.org/
my-account.

Purchased tickets on-
line or by phone? Your 
email confirmation may 
be used as your ticket.

Remember to redeem 
electronic passes for 
timed tickets.
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The Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs 
receive important support from individual members and 
donors like you. Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: 

Events
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events.

Health Fair: Explore the Brain 
Friday, March 23; 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and  
Saturday, March 24; 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Join Museum educators and outside researchers as  
they talk about all things cerebral. Enjoy various hands-
on activities, including an opportunity to touch a real  
human brain! Educators from the Hall of Human Life and 
throughout the Museum will host hands-on activities.   

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

The Amazing Nano Brothers Juggling Show
Most Saturdays through April 28
1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 
Join virtuoso jugglers Dan and Joel as they provide  
a comical and unforgettable introduction to atoms,  
molecules, and nanoscale forces while juggling  
everything from baseball bats to potted plants—even 
atop seven-foot unicycles! Who knew physics could  
be this much fun?  

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

•  Length: 40 minutes.

• Check schedule at mos.org/amazing-nano-brothers.

Special Hours

Exhibit Halls hours are extended during  
February school vacation week:

Saturday, February 17 – Thursday,  
February 22
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Friday, February 23
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 24 
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

create

Return of the  
Woolly Mammoth 
Saturday, February 10; 
12:30 p.m.
Author Ben Mezrich, author 
of Woolly: The True Story of 
the Quest to Revive One of 
History’s Most Iconic Extinct 
Creatures, and geneticist 
George Church talk about this 
fascinating subject. A book 
signing follows the event. 

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

Free Film Fridays  
Fridays, March 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30
Experience the magic of the Mugar Omni Theater, home 
of New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen—for free! 
Complimentary films are shown throughout the day each 
Friday in March. 

• Free, thanks to the generosity of MathWorks.
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3   Omni Film Earns Accolades

Dream Big: Engineering Our World, an  

IMAX® film currently showing in the  

Mugar Omni Theater, recently won  

several honors at the Giant Screen Cinema 

Association’s Achievement Awards, including 

Best Film of the Year, Short Subject. Dream 

Big introduces viewers to remarkable 

engineers whose work is making the world 

a better place for many people. The film also 

showcases students who are the innovators of 

tomorrow and already working on important 

projects. Learn more about the film and 

purchase tickets at mos.org/imax.   

4   Museum VP Elected Mayor 

Yvonne Spicer recently left her post as  

a Museum vice president—for a good  

reason. She was elected as Framingham’s 

first mayor. “The honor of being elected  

the first mayor of Framingham and the  

first African American female mayor in  

Massachusetts speaks volumes about the  

people of my community. My executive  

leadership experience at the Museum  

prepared me very well for this position,”  

says Spicer.  

1   MathWorks Gift Funds Exhibit

The Museum received $10 million from Natick-

based MathWorks to fund the development 

of a technology and engineering exhibit set to 

open in 2020 as a permanent home for Design 

Challenges. Its creation will be the initial phase 

of the Museum’s Blue Wing transformation 

project. Ioannis Miaoulis, Museum president 

and director (shown with MathWorks CEO and 

cofounder Jack Little), said, “We’re grateful to 

have a partner like MathWorks that supports 

our vision to transform the Blue Wing into 

a state-of-the-art, integrated experience that 

excites, empowers, and engages everyone to 

be the critical thinkers needed to shape our 

technological future.”    

2   Washburn Award 2017

Alison Gopnik, PhD, and Salman Khan each 

received the Bradford Washburn Award 

during an October 25 dinner ceremony at the 

Museum. Gopnik is a prolific writer and a 

world leader in cognitive science, especially 

children’s learning and development. Khan 

is the founder of Khan Academy, a nonprofit 

with a mission to provide a free, world-

class education for anyone, anywhere. The 

Washburn Award annually recognizes those 

who have made an outstanding contribution 

toward public understanding and appreciation 

of science. 
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Did You Know? 

A butterfly’s lifespan is less than a month, so new 
specimens from various locations are introduced to 
the Museum’s Butterfly Garden weekly. Learn about 
some of the non-butterfly creatures in the exhibit in 
this issue of Sparks. 



General Information

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
William and Charlotte Bloomberg Science Education Center

A transformational $50 million gift from Bloomberg Philanthropies solidifies the Museum’s position  
as one of the world’s premier educational institutions by ensuring the ability of our educators to create 
and share world-class exhibits, programs, and K – 12 curricula on a global scale.

Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the Teacher 
Partner Program: 617-723-2500, educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun, interactive Museum program to your Pre-K – 8 school or community center! Information  
and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org, mos.org/travelingprograms.

 ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

DIRECTIONS AND PARKING
• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.
•  PLAN AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the Museum.  

Allow extra travel time or consider public transportation. Updates: mos.org/traveltips.

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

The Museum garage (4th floor) houses Level 2 electric vehicle charging stations capable of charging 
up to four cars simultaneously. While there is no cost to charge your car, you will need a ChargePoint 
account to access. Regular garage parking fees apply. For more information: chargepoint.com.

Hubway Bike Share Program

Hubway, metro Boston’s bicycle-sharing system, is available on the Museum’s front plaza.  
The Hubway bike share is a regional partnership between Boston, Brookline, Cambridge, and Somerville. 
For more information: thehubway.com.

GROUP VISITS
Bringing your group to the Museum of Science? For special pricing and more information: 
groupsales@mos.org, mos.org/group-visits.

EVENT PLANNING
Host your next event here! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck Catering.  
For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org, mos.org/private-events.  
Members are eligible for special rates.

BOSTON DUCK TOURS
Tickets sold on the front plaza. DUCKs depart from the driveway near the T. rex. Tours run daily,  
April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. 
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STAY CONNECTED WITH  
THE MUSEUM COMMUNITY!  

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Set up your member account to  
receive our Member E-News:  
mos.org/my-account

@
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EXHIBIT HALLS HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS AND MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS? Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500.

The Museum of Science and the 
Boston Red Sox have teamed  
up to bring baseball-inspired 
STEM learning opportunities  
to Red Sox Kid Nation.  
Learn more: mos.org/redsox. 
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A Mirror Maze:  
Numbers in Nature
See cover story

Coming in April  
to the 4-D Theater!
Members Receive a Discount 

Matt Damon stars as Mark Watney, 
an astronaut stranded on Mars, who 
must utilize his scientific ingenuity to 
reunite with his crewmates in a daring, 
if not impossible, rescue mission. 
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