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Gentle Giants on the Giant Screen
From captivity to the wild—it’s the amazing story of Qian Qian!

T here’s cuteness overload on the screen in Pandas, an-all new IMAX® production coming to the Mugar 
Omni Theater in September, with a cast of China’s prized bears doing what they do best—being  
adorable. But there’s much more to love about this enchanting film. It tells the story of scientists  

from opposite sides of the globe who are working together to save these threatened animals and 
reintroduce them to their natural habitat.

Return to the Wild 

The film’s star is a captive-born panda named Qian Qian (pronounced Chen Chen), who is prepared 

for a new life in the wild with the help of scientists at China’s Chengdu Panda Base and Jake 

Owens, a conservation biologist from the United States. Owens’s inclusion in the story is an 

interesting twist because he learned from Ben Kilham, who for 20 years has raised  

orphaned black bear cubs in New Hampshire and released them back into the forest. 

Feel the energy as Owens works closely with Chinese 

scientist Bi Wen Lei to move Qian Qian closer and closer 

toward independence. She transforms from a six-month-old  

cub who would crawl into Owens’s lap into a grown-up bear 

focused on eating bamboo and, in Owens’s words, “doing what 

she wants to do…being a panda.”
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Pandas   Opens September 7 in Omni

David Douglas, the film’s co-director, says through Pandas and other films he 

has made with Drew Fellman (co-director, writer, and producer), they want to 

show how wild animals are individuals with unique personalities and minds. 

“If we don’t grant them that,” Douglas says, “we are missing a tremendous 

amount of the insight and joy that they can bring us.” 

The film was shot in various locations—from New Hampshire to China, with 

stunning visuals of the landscape where the pandas live, including the Chinese 

city of Chengdu as well as the countryside and towering mountains. Your  

narrator is the talented Kristen Bell (Frozen, Veronica Mars), who tells Qian 

Qian and the supporting cast’s story while peppering you with various facts 

about these fascinating animals.

She says the film has an important message. “We’re all in this together; there’s 

a unique harmony and symbiosis we need in order to share the Earth—and 

that doesn’t exclude wildlife. So, we should take a deeper look and examine how 

we can help them, because that actively benefits all of us.”

Through the efforts of groups like the Chengdu Panda Base, these precious 

creatures are on the rebound. Their status recently changed from “endangered” 

to the less-severe “vulnerable.” But there is still more work to do. See and  

appreciate what is being done with Pandas, opening Friday, September 7 on 

New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen. 

©2018 Warner Bros. Ent. All Rights  
Reserved. ® & ©2018 IMAX Corp. 
Photos by Drew Fellman

Continued from cover

Opens August 3 in the 4-D Theater

The hit PBS KIDS series Splash and 

Bubbles comes to life in its first 4-D  

Experience® filled with music, fun, and  

more! Dunk has lost his lucky pebble and 

his best friends Splash, Bubbles, and  

Ripple want YOU to join them in the search.  

From visiting the beautiful kelp forest to 

seeing an active underwater volcano, join 

these Reeftown Rangers as they “catch a 

current” to explore our one big ocean and 

meet all kinds of citizens of the sea.

TM & © 2018 The Jim Henson Company.  
© 2018 Herschend Studios.  
4-D films run approximately 15 minutes.  
Timed tickets required.
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Butterfly and Caterpillar Weekend   August 11 and 12

Incredible Insect 
Invasion!  
Don’t worry, it’s just the return of Butterfly  
and Caterpillar Weekend. 

Colorful, beautiful, and even a little mysterious—butterflies and  

caterpillars have long been held in high regard among people of all ages. And 

they will be at the center of attention for two days in August for our fourth  

annual Butterfly and Caterpillar Weekend with live species, hands-on activities, 

and much more! 

New England Natives Crawling 

There’s a full slate of things to do and see all weekend, and the main attraction 

is the Caterpillar Lab. See an array of species in various stages of development 

as they crawl on their host plants. No glass separates you from these impressive  

creatures, so you can get up close to watch them eat, camouflage, and even 

defend themselves against perceived threats via warning coloration, inflatable 

horns, unique smells, and even squeaking mandibles!  

The Caterpillar Lab is a nonprofit organization based in New Hampshire, and 

its staff will be at the Museum to take your questions and share interesting 

information about the lives of these tiny creatures.

More Experiences

Enter the Natural Mysteries exhibit and see the Museum’s collection of preserved 

butterflies and moths. With the guidance of early childhood educators, young 

learners can use their observation and classification skills to learn more about 

the many species. Head down to the Shapiro Family Science Live! Stage for some 

engaging presentations, including a reading of the beloved children’s story, The 

Very Hungry Caterpillar. The show includes a 

visit from some live caterpillars!

Crawl or fly to other sections of the Museum 

for more activities, including a chance to build 

your own butterfly habitat that you can take 

home to attract your own kaleidoscope (group of  

butterflies). This activity will take place in the Butterfly  

Garden (separate paid admission required), where  

butterflies fly among you and a whole host of other  

creatures live and thrive.     

It’s the can’t miss event of the summer—be here to see, 

touch, and learn at Butterfly and Caterpillar Weekend! 

Free with Exhibit Halls admission. Free for members. (Butterfly Garden requires  
purchase of separate timed ticket.) For more information: mos.org/events.

Pandas   Opens September 7 in Omni



The Museum of Science is committed to offering transforma-

tive experiences to our visitors and expanding our reach into 

the community. A new partnership between the Museum and 

the Massachusetts Department of Children and Families (DCF) 

is providing access to a deserving and previously underserved 

group: the Commonwealth’s foster children and their families.  

Unparalleled Access 

The Museum and DCF were brought together through the 

private charity the Wonderfund. This new partnership offers 

broad access to the Museum, including free admission for 

every child in foster care across the state and their families, a 

total of 20,000 residents. It also provides scholarships for the 

Museum’s summer courses and an access program for chil-

dren living in group homes and shelters.

The experiences offered by this partnership are critically 

important for DCF-engaged children and families. Wonder-

fund CEO Erin Murphy Rafferty explains that, “Many of our 

children who enter foster care have endured profound loss, 

trauma, and abuse. These special kids deserve the chance to 

play, dream, and grow—to experience the magic and wonder 

of childhood. I can’t think of a place as fun and inspiring for 

them as the Museum of Science, Boston.” 

The Next Generation of Innovators

DCF-engaged children may lack access to resources and  

opportunities, putting them at risk for lifelong struggles. The 

Wonderfund seeks to address that problem with funding for 

enrichment and educational programs such as summer camp 

and vocational training.

The partnership furthers this goal by offering a professional 

development program for DCF-engaged students 14 and older. 

Beginning with volunteer opportunities and potentially leading 

to paid internships, the young people learn skills that will help 

them succeed.

Museum president Ioannis Miaoulis says this program “will 

help us nurture the next generation of innovators, inventors, 

dreamers, and global citizens.”

The Museum, DCF, and the Wonderfund are hopeful that, 

through their partnership, the state’s foster children will have 

the opportunity to add their voice to the global conversation 

around science and technology. For more details about  

eligibility for this partnership and how it works, please  

visit wonderfundma.org. 

Photo © TMP Images

Bringing the Wonder 
of Science to All  
The Museum welcomes foster 
families through a new partnership.



With live species, interactive experiences, and other fun learning opportunities,  

Crocs: Ancient Predators in a Modern World has been a big Museum hit since  

opening in May. The bad news is the exhibition is only here through Labor Day.  

The good news? There are and will continue to be opportunities to see an alligator 

and other reptiles that live right here in the Museum.   

Crocs Are Complicated

The exhibit feature getting the most attention is the live animals. There’s nothing 

quite like getting up close to these reptiles that have frightened humans for millen-

nia. But as you’ll learn, there’s much more about crocodilians (crocodiles, alligators, 

and others) than sharp teeth and quick hunting skills. They are protective parents, 

social with their own methods of communication, and most of all—survivors from  

the time of the dinosaurs that thrive in a very different world from their ancestors.

Included in the exhibit: crocodilian “language learning,” opportunities to create  

3-D animation, 13-million-year-old giant jaws from an extinct species, and a life-size 

model of a 17-foot-long celebrity crocodile. Also, test your strength against the crocs’ 

powerful bite and see how much you know in the IQ challenge.

Resident Reptiles

Long after the exhibit leaves, Nash the resident alligator will still be here. Named  

after Nashua, the New Hampshire city where he was found, he is on loan from a  

reptile rescue center. Nash is about two-and-a-half years old and stretches two feet 

long. He’ll be here until he grows too large for the Museum, and will then be  

returned to the rescue center.

You might be able to catch Nash at one of our Live Animal presentations, although 

there are no guarantees of when he will appear (this is a living animal, after all). 

Come by the Live Animal Care Center viewing window in the Red Wing,  

Lower Level to see our timber rattlesnake, one of just two venomous species  

native to Massachusetts and critically endangered. Take a stroll over to the Yawkey 

Gallery on the Charles River with the painted turtles, then walk over to the nearby 

Take a Closer Look exhibit for the box turtles and Massachusetts native wood  

turtles—both unfortunately threatened species.

It’s reptiles galore at the Museum, whether they’re here just for a little bit of time  

or for a longer stay. Be sure to come by to see and learn from them! 

Crocs: Ancient Predators in a Modern World was created by Peeling Productions at Clyde Peeling’s REPTILAND.

Last Chance: Step into  
the World of Crocs 
And don’t miss our many in-house reptiles too!

Crocs  Exhibit Closes September 3!
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 3   Young Scientists Make the  
Quantum Leap  
Finalists in the Museum’s recent Quantum 

Matters™ Science Communication competition 

faced a difficult task—explain a key concept 

in quantum science in under three minutes 

to Museum visitors at the 2018 NanoDays 

celebration. Using everything from light-

sabers to frosted donuts, the young researchers 

described efforts to harness the quantum 

behaviors of atoms, photons, and electrons in 

pursuit of powerful new technologies. Visitors 

text-voted Harvard undergraduate Jessica 

Pointing the Audience Choice winner; contest 

judges awarded First Place to Harvard graduate 

student Srujan Meesala (pictured). All four 

finalists received presentation coaching from 

Museum staff and prizes. See videos and learn 

more at mos.org/quantum-matters-competition. 

4   New Book from Museum Educator 
The Seismic Seven, a novel for children ages  

8 – 12 written by Museum educator Katie 

Slivensky, was published this summer by 

HarperCollins Children’s Books. It is a  

STEM-based adventure story about a girl 

selected for summer work at Yellowstone Park 

with a world-renowned geologist. But she soon 

learns this is no ordinary job; she must prevent 

the eruption of a supervolcano that could 

plunge the planet into an endless winter and 

destroy civilization! This is Slivensky’s second 

published novel. 

1   Reach of Engineering  
Curriculum Expands  
The Museum’s flagship in-school elementary 

curriculum hit a tremendous milestone this 

year. Engineering is Elementary® has now 

introduced engineering and the engineering 

design process to over 15 million students. 

On this achievement, EiE® founding 

director Christine Cunningham remarked, 

“This is only the beginning. This fall, we’re 

launching two curricula: Wee Engineer® (for 

preschoolers) and EiE® for Kindergarten 

(for kindergarteners). We’re truly creating a 

generation of problem solvers.” Learn more 

about the Museum’s engineering curricula  

at eie.org.

2   Runners Support Traveling Programs 
This year’s edition of the Museum’s 

Boston Marathon® team had to deal with 

an unpleasant combination of rain, wind, 

and cold. But the 23-member team pushed 

through gloriously to raise a record $205,000 

for Traveling Programs, which brings 

science programs to more than 100,000 

students annually in schools, community 

centers, and libraries. Bob Bacon led the 

team in fundraising, collecting an impressive 

$24,000. Since 2009, the Museum’s Boston 

Marathon runners have raised over $978,000 

for Traveling Programs with the funds 

supporting scholarships, program expansion, 

and much more.  

Museum News 
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Did You Know? 
The International Space Station (ISS) travels about 17,500  
miles per hour—orbiting Earth approximately 15.53 times per 
day! Enter a full-size mock-up of the ISS’s US Destiny Lab 
module in the Museum’s interactive temporary exhibition,  
Space: An Out-of-Gravity Experience, here through January 1.  



General Information

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
William and Charlotte Bloomberg Science Education Center

A transformational $50 million gift from Bloomberg Philanthropies solidifies the Museum’s position  
as one of the world’s premier educational institutions by ensuring the ability of our educators to create 
and share world-class exhibits, programs, and K – 12 curricula on a global scale.

Field Trips

A field trip to the Museum is the perfect complement to classroom curriculum. To learn more about  
planning an unforgettable field trip: 617-723-2500, library@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun, interactive Museum program to your Pre-K – 8 school or community center! Information  
and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org, mos.org/travelingprograms.

 ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

DIRECTIONS AND PARKING
• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• On-site Parking Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

The Museum garage (4th floor) houses Level 2 electric vehicle charging stations capable of charging 
up to four cars simultaneously. While there is no cost to charge your car, you will need a ChargePoint 
account to access. Regular garage parking fees apply. For more information: chargepoint.com.

Blue Bikes Share Program

Blue Bikes, metro Boston’s bicycle-sharing system, is available on the Museum’s front plaza.  
Blue Bikes is a regional partnership between Boston, Brookline, Cambridge, and Somerville. 

GROUP VISITS
Bringing your group to the Museum of Science? For special pricing and more information: 
groupsales@mos.org, mos.org/group-visits.

EVENT PLANNING
Host your next event here! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck Catering.  
For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org, mos.org/private-events.  
Members are eligible for special rates.

BOSTON DUCK TOURS
Tickets sold on the front plaza. DUCKs depart from the driveway near the T. rex. Tours run daily,  
April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. 
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STAY CONNECTED WITH  
THE MUSEUM COMMUNITY!  

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Set up your member account to  
receive our Member E-News:  
mos.org/my-account

@

Photo © Desroches Photography

EXHIBIT HALLS HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Tuesday, September 4; Thanksgiving 
Day; and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS AND MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS? Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500.

The Museum of Science and the 
Boston Red Sox have teamed  
up to bring baseball-inspired 
STEM learning opportunities  
to Red Sox Kid Nation.  
Learn more: mos.org/redsox. 
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The monster exhibit 
closes September 3.
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