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Museum of Science, Together with the Israel Antiquities Authority, Presents  

Dead Sea Scrolls: Life in Ancient Times 

—New England Premiere: May 19, 2013 – October 14, 2013— 

Brings to Life the Greatest Archeological Discovery of the 20th Century 
Taking Visitors Back 2,000 Years 

 
BOSTON, February 27, 2013—Visitors to the Museum of Science, Boston will witness one of 
the most significant archaeological finds of the 20th century—ancient handwritten texts that have 
shaped the Western world, including the earliest Biblical texts ever found—when Dead Sea 
Scrolls: Life in Ancient Times makes its New England premiere on Sunday, May 19, 2013. 
 
Museum-goers will discover an amazing story: In 1947 CE, a Bedouin goat herder stumbled 
upon a hidden cave along the shore of the Dead Sea, near the site of the ancient settlement 
Qumran. Concealed within the cave were scrolls that had not been seen for 2,000 years. After 
extensive excavation, 972 remarkably preserved scrolls were uncovered. 
 
On exhibit May 19 – October 14, Dead Sea Scrolls: Life in Ancient Times presents one of the 
most comprehensive collections of Israeli antiquities ever organized, including one of the largest 
collections of the priceless Dead Sea Scrolls. This once-in-a-lifetime exhibit offers rare insight 
into daily life long ago, with more than 600 objects, including a 3-ton stone from Jerusalem's 
Western Wall, where Museum visitors may leave a note to be sent to Israel. The tradition of 
placing notes between the stones that comprise the Western Wall began centuries ago.  In 
addition, visitors can view a live satellite video feed from the Western Wall.  
 
A replica of a four-room house offers a glimpse of life at home, from meal preparation to 
sleeping quarters. Inscriptions and seals, known as “bulla,” such as the Archer Seal, provide 
invaluable information about the iconography and personal imagery of the period. Other artifacts 
add to the picture – including weapons, stone carvings, terracotta figurines, remains of religious 
symbols, coins, shoes, textiles, mosaics, ceramics, and jewelry. 
 
The centerpiece of Dead Sea Scrolls: Life in Ancient Times encompasses 20 rare fragments 
from the Dead Sea Scrolls collection, some never before exhibited. Each set of 10 will be on 
display for about three months. The scrolls will be dramatically presented within a 25-foot-
diameter Communal Scroll Table which features 10 individual chambers, one for each scroll, 
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along with the full English translation, a large high-resolution image and a detailed explanation 
of each scroll’s significance. 
 
Tickets go on sale on Tuesday, March 19, 2012. They will be available by visiting mos.org 
or calling 617/723-2500, 617/723-0417 (TTY).  
 
“We are thrilled to bring this world treasure to Boston for the first time,” said Paul Fontaine, 
Museum of Science vice president of education. “The artifacts and rare texts in Dead Sea 
Scrolls: Life in Ancient Times offer a tantalizing glimpse of daily life in ancient Israel, a vital 
cultural crossroad. This exhibit will enable our visitors to experience these scroll fragments up 
close. The scrolls offer a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to understand the attitudes and 
aspirations of a people who lived two thousand years ago and help us all appreciate a culture 
that continues to influence our own.” 
 
In addition to the scrolls and other artifacts, the exhibit features a timeline and multimedia 
presentations that enliven the story and provide context. Topics include the discovery of the 
scrolls, a look at the arid environment where the scrolls survived undisturbed for nearly two 
millennia, and the painstaking process through which the scroll fragments – some no larger than 
a postage stamp – were pieced together over decades and preserved. The scrolls also provide 
a rich source of scientific research material for the fields of paleography, radio carbon analyses, 
DNA studies, and cultural anthropology.   
 
In addition to the exhibit, the Museum will offer a number of hands-on activities, live 
presentations, and special programs complementary to Dead Sea Scrolls: Life in Ancient Times. 
The Museum is partnering with Brandeis University to create related educational programs. For 
additional information about complementary programs, visit mos.org. 
 
Special thanks to David McCord and Stephen Hendrickson; Dawn and the late Rodger P. 
Nordblom; OneWorld Boston, a Cummings Foundation affiliate; and Gwill York and Paul 
Maeder for providing lead support to bring Dead Sea Scrolls: Life in Ancient Times to the 
Museum of Science. 
 
Dead Sea Scrolls: Life in Ancient Times Exhibit Background 
Dead Sea Scrolls: Life in Ancient Times is created by the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) from 
the collections of the Israel National Treasures and produced by Discovery Times Square and 
The Franklin Institute. The exhibition is curated by Dr. Risa Levitt Kohn (Professor at San Diego 
State University) and Debora Ben Ami (Iron Age collection curator at the IAA). 
 
Admission to the Exhibit 
Admission to Dead Sea Scrolls will be by timed ticket only and will include a separate ticket for 
general Exhibit Halls admission that can be used on the same day of a visit to Dead Sea Scrolls 
or within six months: $32 adults, $29, seniors (60+), and $27 children (3-11). Advance ticket 
reservations are recommended. Audio tours will be available for additional fee. For more 
information on the exhibition and complementary programming, or to reserve tickets, visit 
mos.org or call 617/723-2500, 617/589-0417 (TTY). Members of the Museum of Science can 
purchase tickets for the exhibition at a special rate of $8 for adults, seniors, and children. For 
more information on how to become a Museum of Science Member, call 617/589-0180 or visit 
mos.org. The exhibit will be at the Museum through October 14, 2013.  
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About the Museum of Science, Boston 
One of the world's largest science centers and Boston's most attended cultural institution, the Museum 
introduces about 1.5 million visitors a year to science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) via 
dynamic programs and hundreds of interactive exhibits. Founded in 1830, the Museum was first to 
embrace all the sciences under one roof. Highlights include the Thomson Theater of Electricity, Charles 
Hayden Planetarium, Mugar Omni Theater, Gordon Current Science & Technology Center, 3-D Digital 
Cinema and Butterfly Garden. Reaching over 20,000 teens a year worldwide via the Intel Computer 
Clubhouse Network, the Museum also leads a 10-year, $41 million National Science Foundation-funded 
Nanoscale Informal Science Education Network of science museums. The Museum’s “Science Is an 
Activity” exhibit plan has been awarded many NSF grants and influenced science centers worldwide. Its 
National Center for Technological Literacy

®
’s engineering curricula have reached more than 47,000 

teachers and 4 million students. The Museum has: been recognized by Boston and Cambridge for its 
energy efforts; named an Employer of Choice by Work Without Limits; is Yankee Magazine's "Best of 
New England Readers' Choice" for Cultural Attraction in Science; is El Planeta's Best Tourist Attraction 
for the Massachusetts Latino population; and Undiscovered Worlds was recognized as the “Best 
Immersive—Fulldome Program” by the Jackson Hole Science Media Awards. Visit http://www.mos.org. 
Follow the Museum of Science on Twitter at @MuseumOfScience or Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/museumofscience.  
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