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Manager of the Hall of Human Life 
 
As a child, Elizabeth Kong was always asking questions – everything from "Why does my body 
ache when I’m sick?" to "How does skin grow back after a cut?" She loved discovering things 
and says now, "One question always led to another. I wanted to know why." Looking to biology 
for some of the answers, she earned a PhD in genetics at Tufts School of Medicine in 2010, 
receiving national recognition for her work in cancer research. 
 
Elizabeth is still asking questions.  
 
Who better to become the first manager of the Hall of Human Life at Museum of Science, 
Boston? This transformative 10,000-square-foot exhibition, opening November 16, will spark 
visitors to ask their own questions and make amazing discoveries about their health and 
biology. Designed to change with the breakthroughs in biology and biotechnology, the Hall of 
Human Life aims to revolutionize the way visitors understand their bodies and manage their 
health. 
 
"Visitors will explore intriguing questions such as: What triggers aggression? Why do some 
people have allergies and others not?  How does a gene work?" says Elizabeth. "We hope to 
wow our visitors, even to surprise them. They will discover new things about themselves and 
have fun comparing their experiences with friends and family. We also want to help people learn 
to navigate a tidal wave of information on health and biology, to dispel misconceptions. For 
example, if they wonder about cancer, they can learn how a treatment such as chemotherapy 
works and why it causes hair loss. They can also explore how light affects us and whether 
different light wavelengths can actually change our sleeping habits." 
 
Inspired by many visits to the Museum of Science as a child, Elizabeth majored in biology at 
Boston University and is passionate about informal education and outreach, explaining that "the 
classroom can be wonderful but moments at the Museum encouraged my imagination to 
wander and fueled my desire to know more." She is thrilled "to be able to give some of the 
excitement I experienced at the Museum to others in the Hall of Human Life. It is deeply 
satisfying to help the public uncover the mysteries embedded within our cells and to encourage 
more questions." 
 
Walking through the exhibition's five inquiry areas, related to Food, Organisms, Physical Forces, 
Time, and Communities, Elizabeth can explain how forces in these environments change us 
biologically and we change them. Throughout the experience, visitors use their bodies to 
understand biological mechanisms at the cellular and molecular level. Compelling 3-D animation 
and interactives will relate genetics to daily life and address important health conditions that 
have increased recently: cancer, Type 2 diabetes, hypertension, antibiotic resistance, and major 
depression. 
 



In addition to genetics, Elizabeth brings to the Museum her work in cancer research and 
personalized medicine. As a post-doctoral fellow at Tufts from 2010 to 2011, she investigated 
the molecular origin of cancer cells in the laboratory of Dr. Philip Hinds. Her cancer research 
has been recognized by the American Association of Cancer Research (AACR) with the 2009 
“Scholar-in-training” award and by the American Society for Bone and Mineral Research 
(ASBMR) with the 2009 “Young Investigator” award.  
 
The year before arriving at the Museum in 2012, Elizabeth worked as a scientist at Correlagen 
Diagnostics/LabCorp of America in personalized medicine involving genetic testing and 
translating genomic results to physicians and genetic counselors. She focused on analyzing 
monogenic diseases such as thalassemia, cystic fibrosis, and hereditary non-polyposis 
colorectal cancer. 
 
Through this work, she recognized the need to increase public awareness of how genomics 
interacts with lifestyle factors and the environment to cause disease. She also wants to increase 
public understanding of the effectiveness and limits of using genomic information in managing 
health and medical decision-making. She explains that "integrating genetic information, 
genomics, into personalized medicine is a powerful tool in figuring out an individual's risk of 
certain diseases, but the field is still catching up to the technology. It is also critical to 
understand how environments, such as our microbiome -- the bugs in our gut -- function with 
our immune system.  
 
"Epigenetics is another new topic.  Chemical tags that can affect us now, regulating how certain 
genes are turned on and off, may affect future generations. It's important to know that changes 
in our genes do not necessarily equal disease," she says. 
 
Since 2005, she has worked as a group leader and counselor at Camp AmeriKids with children 
infected with or affected by HIV/AIDS. "Some of these children have diseases and have an early 
awareness of death that few of us share. At this camp, they have a chance to learn about nature 
with others in a safe place." 
 
A Massachusetts native who continues to live near Boston, Elizabeth makes every effort to go 
apple-picking annually. 
 


