
JUNE – JULY 2016

Sparks!
A Newsletter for Members and Friends of the Museum of Science

Continued on next page 

Ready, Set, Spider! 
You have nothing to fear with this new exhibition, but much to learn.

Creepy, crawly, and apt to send shivers down your spine, spiders might 
have you wondering, “what’s to like?” The answer: quite a bit! These 
members of the class Arachnida have been scuttling around for more 

than 300 million years and inhabit every continent but Antarctica in a range 
of climates and conditions. The more than 44,500 known species are important 
predators keeping the insect population down and have fascinating traits and 
behaviors. Learn about their amazing attributes and more with Spiders Alive!,  
a temporary exhibition coming to the Museum June 12.  

Dispelling the Myth

Find out about spiders’ anatomy, evolutionary history, and signature traits such as venom 

and silk-making from this exhibition featuring live spiders, larger-than-life models, 

and videos. Spiders Alive! was a big hit during its two runs at New York City’s 

American Museum of Natural History (AMNH) and has never been seen 

anywhere else—until now!

According to its creators, “the exhibition will focus on debunking 

spider myths such as that spiders need gravity to build webs, that all 
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spiders neglect their offspring, and that all spider bites are 

harmful to humans.”

The exhibition features approximately 20 species of 

arachnids, including 16 spiders, two scorpions, a vinegaroon, 

and an African whip spider. Museum staff will highlight some 

of the fascinating aspects of the structure and behavior of 

spiders through interactive demonstrations.

Variety on Display

Among the species you’ll see: the ornamental tarantula as 

colorful as any tropical bird, the fishing spider that rests its 

front legs on the surface of the shoreline to sense vibrations 

from the prey before pouncing for the kill, and the desert 

hairy scorpion that feeds on a variety of species, including  

the occasional small mammal! 

You can also get up close with one of the world’s largest 

spiders, the goliath bird eater, which despite its name rarely 

eats birds, but enjoys a menu of insects, small frogs, lizards, 

and mice. Look out for the venomous western black widow, 

easily identifiable by the red hourglass shape on its underside, 

the giant vinegaroon that shoots a foul-smelling spray from  

its abdomen when disturbed, and the orb weaver, the 

inspiration for the title character in the classic children’s  

book Charlotte’s Web.

Larger Than Life!

The exhibition also showcases larger-than-life models  

of spiders, including one you can climb, and a rare  

Spiders Alive!   Opens June 12  |  Member Preview June 11

Arachna-facts
•   Although many people refer to spiders as insects, they are not! Insects have six legs,  

a three-part body, antennae, often wings, and compound eyes. Spiders have eight legs,  

a two-part body, no antennae or wings, and simple eyes.

•   All spiders can produce silk, although less than half use that ability to construct webs. The silk  

is a protein formed as a liquid by silk glands and squeezed out of organs known as spinnerets.

•   The Darwin’s bark spider of Madagascar makes the world’s largest known webs,  

according to National Geographic. Webs as wide as 82 feet have been found!

•   Spiders are nature’s population controllers. On one acre of woodland alone, spiders can consume  

more than 80 pounds of insects in a year. Just imagine what a world without them would look like! 

100-million-year-old fossil. Watch intriguing videos,  

including one with spiders living underwater, spinning  

silk, constructing webs, and more!

If you’re the type that gets giddy about spiders, this is 

obviously the exhibit for you. But even if you’re one who  

gets skittish when those eight legs come crawling, this is  

your chance to overcome your arachnophobia in a friendly 

and safe environment—and find out what makes these 

animals so intriguing. Crawl on over to Spiders Alive!,  

opening June 12 for a limited engagement.  

Spiders Alive! is organized by the American Museum of Natural History, New York 
(amnh.org). Free with Exhibit Halls admission. Members get in free.

BLACK WIDOW SPIDER

ORB WEAVER

GIANT VINEGAROON 
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Mike Thonis, Museum trustee, completed a climb of New 

Hampshire’s Mount Washington over ten years ago with 

one of his sons and wondered if they could climb this tallest 

peak in the Northeast twice in one day. They soon turned 

their personal challenge into an opportunity to enlist friends 

and colleagues to support the Museum, and the Washburn 

Climb (now known as the Washburn Challenge), named 

after the institution’s late founding director and renowned 

mountaineer, Bradford Washburn, was born.

Climbing in Memory

Now in its tenth year, the Washburn Challenge has raised 

$768,647 for the Annual Fund, which supports the Museum’s 

ability to deliver a great experience; access for students 

through field trips, overnights, and Traveling Programs;  

food for over 130 animals in the Live Animal Care Center; 

exhibit maintenance; and more.

The Washburn Challenge honors Washburn and Thonis’s  

father, who as an orphan visited the Museum in its old  

location. In celebration of this year’s milestone, Thonis will  

attempt to climb the mountain three times in a single day! 

Mere mortals can try the less dramatic options of climbing 

one or two times. 

“I’m excited and nervous at the same time,” Thonis says. 

“Excited that we can celebrate the tenth with a triple climb, 

but nervous about that mountain. The adrenaline is already 

kicking in.”

Washburn Challenge Marks Ten Years
The annual climb raises funds to help support STEM education at the Museum.

Accepting the Challenge

The number of climbers has quickly grown over the years. 

Nearly 100 people have participated, including Museum 

trustees, overseers, and other supporters. Fellow trustee Maria 

L. Kussmaul believes “taking part in the Washburn Challenge 

has been incredibly rewarding for my husband Wes and me. 

It takes training, stamina, commitment, and a bit of courage. 

The best part is our effort contributes to the Museum’s effort 

to advance STEM education and innovation.” 

Many Ways to Get Involved

There’s still time to sign up to participate in the climb.  

You can also help as a guide or monitor, or donate to a  

team. Gifts of $300 and more receive special benefits,  

and sponsorship opportunities are available. Learn more  

at team.mos.org/challenge.  

Nine years of climbing = 

BIG numbers!

Photos © TMP Images

$

97 climbers

42 operations 
team members

Logs 9 miles

Climbs for 362 
active minutes

Burns 4,069 
calories

$768,647  
raised to support 
the Museum

Each year a  
typical participant*…
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Feel the Fun on Land and Sea  
Exciting new 4-D Theater films put you in the middle of the action!

In the Museum’s 4-D Theater, you can travel to new, exciting 

places where anything can happen. And it’s not just your eyes 

and ears guiding you on these escapades—all your senses come 

into play in this engaging, immersive experience for the whole 

family. Remember, you’re not just watching the characters on the 

screen, you are joining them in the story! 

Experience two new 4-D films filled with familiar characters—

Thomas the Tank Engine and SpongeBob SquarePants—like 

you’ve never seen them before!

SpongeBob to the Rescue!

Join SpongeBob, Patrick, and Sandy 

on a wildly hilarious 4-D adven-

ture to rescue the Jellyfish 

of Jellyfish Fields from 

Plankton’s evil clutches 

in SpongeBob SquarePants 

4-D: The Great Jelly Rescue.  

With eye-catching 4-D  

effects, you’ll surf through the 

electrifying swarm of Jellies, get dragged into the bowels of  

the Flying Dutchman’s ghost ship, and even feel the rumble 

of the cannon as our heroes are launched on their hysterical 

odyssey. Hold on for the explosive finale, and leave the theater 

knowing exactly why SpongeBob is oceans above the rest!

© 2016 Viacom International Inc. All Rights Reserved. SpongeBob SquarePants  
created by Stephen Hillenburg.

Dolphin Dialogue

In MacGillivray Freeman's compelling IMAX® film Dolphins, 

three marine biologists travel to the dazzling coral reefs  

of the Bahamas and wind-swept seas of Patagonia to 

research the communication methods of one of the world’s 

smartest animals. Witness rarely seen fish-herding behavior  

and enjoy a close-up look at these aquatic mammals that 

always have a smile.

Dolphins is a MacGillivray Freeman film produced in association with the National 
Wildlife Federation.

Now showing in Omni. Free with member passes.

Now Showing in the 4-D Theater   Members receive a discount!

Sponsored by 

Ride of Your Life!

In his pursuit of being  
Really Useful for a big  
celebration on Sodor, 
Thomas is covered in a 
mysterious oily liquid. He is 
in too much of a hurry to be 

cleaned and soon he’s slipping 
wildly out of control in Thomas & Friends™ 4-D: Bubbling Boilers! 
When he crashes into an old mine, Thomas is in for the ride of his 
life! Join Thomas & Friends in this thrilling 4-D adventure.  

© 2016 Gullane (Thomas) Limited.



Butterflies and caterpillars have captivated humans for 

thousands of years. Their remarkable metamorphosis com-

bined with their beautiful colors have made these miniature 

members of the animal kingdom a perfect object of devotion 

for artists, poets, philosophers, and many others. They will 

be front and center at the Museum in July during the second 

annual Butterfly and Caterpillar Weekend.

Cool Caterpillar Collection

The Caterpillar Lab, the main attraction, includes an  
impressive collection of native New England caterpillars. 
Investigate a variety of species in various stages of develop-
ment sitting in displays on their local host plants. No  

glass separates you from the caterpillars, so you can 
view them up close as they go about eating,  

camouflaging, and even defending themselves 
against perceived threats with clever adap-

tations such as warning coloration, 
inflatable horns, strange smells, and 

squeaking mandibles! 

Staff from the 
Caterpillar Lab, 
 a nonprofit 
organization 

based in New 
Hampshire, will be on 

hand to share with you their 
passion for these young creatures that will 

one day take flight.

Calling for a Caterpillar Closeup!  
Enjoy a fascinating weekend of live insects, hands-on activities, and more.

Hands-On Experiences

This event is not just a chance to see multi- 
colored marvels; it’s also an opportunity to 
create. Young people of all ages are 
encouraged to partici-
pate in butterfly- and 
caterpillar-themed 
hands-on activities.  
Don’t miss expert 
presentations that will boost 
your butterfly IQ and have you 
thinking about them in ways you  
probably never considered. And, of 
course, the Museum’s own Butterfly Garden 
is a tropical oasis with a variety of living butterflies 
from around the world waiting for your discovery.

“Caterpillars are as unique and diverse as the butterflies and 
moths they metamorphize into,” says Lea Morgan, assistant 
curator of invertebrates in the Butterfly Garden. “They can be 
brightly colored with alien-like projections to advertise danger 
or dull and cryptic to help evade predation.”

So prepare to take flight with Butterfly and Caterpillar  
Weekend, the latest in a series of themed Museum  
offerings. Other programs have focused on 
archaeology, weather, and food.  

Free with Exhibit Halls admission. (Butterfly  
Garden requires purchase of separate timed 
ticket.) For more information: mos.org/events.

Butterfly and Caterpillar Weekend  July 30 and 31

MOON MOTH

GIANT OWL  
BUTTERFLY

Photo © Ashley McCabePhoto © Matthew Modoono



Calendar of Events
June – July 2016
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 Exlusive Member Event

June July 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times: 
617-723-2500, mos.org.

Beyond the Telescope
Join Matthew Holman, PhD, of Harvard  
University as he explores and reveals surprises 
in the outer solar system. 7:00 p.m. !   

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about The Invention of 
Nature: Alexander von Humboldt's New 
World by Andrea Wulf. Cambridge Innovation 
Center. 5:30 p.m.

Member Preview: Spiders Alive! 
Exlusive Member Event—Crawl on  
over to see an array of live species along 
with intriguing videos and larger-than-life 
models. Exhibit opens to the public June 12. 
9:00 a.m.

EurekaFest™
Cheer on students as they compete in the 
ultimate design battle, and put your own 
skills of invention to the test! 11:00 a.m.

Member Overnight
Exclusive Member Event—Enjoy after-
hours access to Exhibit Halls and more! 
Geared for children ages 6 – 13 and their 
families; 5:00 p.m. – 11:00 a.m. Also, Friday, 
June 24. M   !   $  

Building with Biology
Discuss potential issues and share your 
perspective with scientists, students, and 
other members of the engineering biology 
community. 12:00 p.m.

Should We Engineer the Mosquito?
Should we tinker with the mosquito in order 
to eradicate diseases like malaria? Come 
discuss the potential benefits and tradeoffs. 
6:00 pm.  M   !  

9
Thursday

2 
Thursday

Let’s Celebrate July 4th!
Exclusive Member Event—Join this popular 
rooftop party for our country’s independence 
and get a great view of the fireworks over the 
Charles. 5:30 p.m. M   !   $

Washburn Challenge
Climb Mount Washington or sponsor a climber 
for the tenth annual ascent to honor Museum 
founder Brad Washburn.  !   $

Summer Courses  Begin
An array of summer courses begins this week 
for aspiring scientists entering grades 1 – 8. 
For more information: mos.org/courses.  !   $

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Adventures in the 
Anthropocene by Gaia Vince. Cambridge  
Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m.

Butterfly and Caterpillar Weekend
Meet an amazing array of native New England 
caterpillars and learn more about butterflies 
and caterpillars through live presentations and 
interpretations. 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Also 
Sunday, July 31.

4
Monday

10
Sunday

11
Monday

14
Thursday

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance and/or 
receive discounts. 

!  Reservations are either required or
strongly recommended.

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit.

11
Saturday

18
Saturday

26
Sunday

30
Saturday



Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/exhibits. 

New! Spiders Alive!
Opens Sunday, June 12
Encounter a large array of live spider species and learn 
about their anatomy, evolutionary history, and signature 
traits. Features videos and larger-than-life models.

Treasured Lands:  
The US National Parks in Focus
Celebrate the National Park Service’s 100th anniversary,  
and enjoy the beauty and diversity of the US National 
Parks through stunning images taken by photographer 
QT Luong. 

Frogs: A Chorus of Colors
Get up close with frogs of various colors and sizes in the 
most advanced traveling frog exhibition in the nation! 
Enjoy many interactives and test your amphibian IQ.

Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River 
Learn about the natural and engineered worlds with a 
new permanent exhibition that takes advantage of the 
Museum’s unique Charles River location.

Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight, plants, and  
free-flying butterflies. Timed tickets required. Member 
price: $5.

Thrill Ride 360°
Take a ride on a roller coaster you design in this  
full-motion experience! Timed tickets required.  
Member price: $5.

FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day every day  
in the Exhibit Halls. For current schedules: 617-723-2500, 
mos.org/daily. 

Animation Magic
Saturdays and Sundays in June and  
Daily Starting July 2; 2:00 p.m.
Explore our storytelling roots and experience animation 
technologies of yesterday and today as we investigate 
the role light, math, and your human brain can play while 
creating the illusion of motion. Cahners Theater, Blue 
Wing, Level 2

Transforming Your Experience 

This summer the Museum will unveil a renovated lobby.  
In addition to refreshing and updating this very visible and 
high traffic area, plans include relocating the Information 
Desk to create a unified, unobstructed space.

This is one in a series of transformations that are  
improving the Museum experience for our guests.

Photo © QT Luong

SOUTH RIM, BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK, TEXAS 



Gilliland Observatory
Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Astronomy After Hours
Fridays; 8:30 – 10:00 p.m.
View stars, planets, the Moon, and other astronomical 
phenomena from the Museum garage roof! On cloudy 
nights, tour the inside of our Observatory and participate 
in astronomy-related activities. For more details, call  
617-589-0267, updated by 5:30 p.m. every Friday.

Charles Hayden Planetarium 

For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 35 – 45 minutes. Member price: $5.

FEATURED SHOWS

Magic Tree House® Space Mission
Brother-and-sister duo Jack and Annie embark on a 
wondrous journey of adventure and learning to answer 
questions about space.

Returning! Undiscovered Worlds:  
The Search Beyond Our Sun
Opens Tuesday, July 5
The discovery of exoplanets—the hundreds of known 
planets that orbit stars beyond the Sun—may lead us 
closer to finding an Earth-like world. Produced by the Museum 

of Science.

Last Chance! Inside NASA:  
From Dream to Discovery 
Through Monday, July 4
Experience the extreme nature of spacecraft engineering  
and the life cycle of a space mission—from concept to 
completion! Produced by the Museum of Science. 

Explore: The Universe
Leave the Earth behind and blast off to explore our solar 
system, the Milky Way, and beyond. Journey through the 
cosmos with a Planetarium educator as your star pilot.

Laser Shows
Friday and Saturday evenings
Enjoy sensational light displays set to popular music!  
Lineup features pop icon Michael Jackson and  
legendary rock band Pink Floyd.

Mugar Omni Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen.  
For showtimes, tickets, and a complete list of films now  
playing: 617-723-2500, mos.org. Shows run approximately  
50 minutes. Member price: $5.

Sponsored by  

FEATURED FILMS

Wild Africa
Meet the amazing creatures that call Africa home and 
learn the secrets of a land where the real world is more 
awe-inspiring than any fiction. 

Dolphins 
How do we know what we know about dolphins? Join 
marine biologists on a deep-sea swim to observe the 
lives of dolphins in the wild.

National Parks Adventure
Visit Yellowstone, Yosemite, the Everglades, and more  
on the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service. 

Summiting for Science

Participate in the tenth annual Washburn 
Challenge! This unique fundraising hike of 
Mount Washington takes places Sunday,  
July 10. Scale New England’s tallest peak  
via the Ammonoosuc Ravine Trail or test 
yourself with a triathlon of hiking, engineering, 
and running. All funds raised support the 
Annual Fund.

For more information: 617-589-4475,  
team.mos.org/washburnchallenge.
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Join the Charles River Cleanup

The Charles River accumulates floating debris 
during the spring and summer—and the Charles 
River Cleanup Boat comes to the rescue! The 
Museum donates funds to support the effort, 
and Museum staff account for a significant 
number of the program’s volunteers. Still, this 
privately funded nonprofit needs more help. 

Volunteer for a seven-hour shift and receive 
Exhibit Halls passes for your effort!

• Learn more at cleanupboat.org.

4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 15 minutes. Member price: $5.

New! SpongeBob SquarePants 4-D:  
The Great Jelly Rescue
SpongeBob and friends careen through Bikini Bottom, 
run afoul of the Flying Dutchman and face off against 
the villainous Plankton on a wildly hilarious adventure  
to rescue the Jellyfish!

© 2016 Viacom International Inc. All Rights Reserved. SpongeBob 
SquarePants created by Stephen Hillenburg.

New! Thomas & Friends™ 4-D: Bubbling Boilers!
Join Thomas & Friends in this thrilling 4-D adventure as  
they encounter big surprises while racing to an exciting  
celebration on Sodor. 

© 2016 Gullane (Thomas) Limited.

Frozen Planet: The 4-D Experience
Embark on the ultimate polar expedition and experience the 
white wilderness of the Arctic and Antarctic as you have 
never seen them before, and may never see them again.

Frozen Planet: The 4-D Experience, a BBC and BBC Earth production. The 
BBC and BBC Earth are trademarks of the British Broadcasting Corporation 
and are used under license. BBC logo © BBC 1996



AND MORE

Find even more offerings at mos.org/events.

Book Club for the Curious
Thursdays, June 9 and July 14; 5:30 p.m.
Free and open to the public, these monthly book  
discussions focus on science, technology, and their 
impact on society.

•  Location: Cambridge Innovation Center, One Broadway,  
14th Floor, Cambridge, MA.

•  June 9: The Invention of Nature: Alexander von Humboldt's 
New World by Andrea Wulf.

• July 14: Adventures in the Anthropocene by Gaia Vince.

•  Presented in partnership with the Cambridge Innovation 
Center.

Building with Biology: Activities and  
Conversations About Synthetic Biology 
Sunday, June 26; 12:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Synthetic biology provides potential biology-based  
solutions to problems in health, energy, and the environ-
ment, while also raising important questions about how 
and why we use new science and technology in our lives. 
Discuss these issues and share your perspectives with 
scientists, students, and other members of the  
engineering biology community. 

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

• This program is supported by the National Science Foundation.

Adult Offerings
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events. Funded 
in part by the Barbara and Malcolm L. Sherman Fund for Adult 
Programs and by the David and Marion Ellis Endowment Fund. 

ENGINEERED WORLDS

Explore the world and its changing environment.

Should We Engineer the Mosquito?
Sunday, June 26; 6:00 p.m. 
Every year, hundreds of millions of people are infected 
with malaria, causing hundreds of thousands of deaths. 
Releasing genetically modified mosquitos into affected 
environments could bring us closer to eradicating this 
disease, but may also cause unforeseen consequences. 
Should we tinker with the mosquito? Come discuss the 
potential benefits and tradeoffs.

•  Free; advance registration begins Thursday, June 9 for 
members: mos.org/events (Saturday, June 11 for the general 
public).

Reserve a Traveling Program

Bring the Museum to You During the  
2016 – 2017 School Year!

Traveling Programs bring Museum experiences 
such as portable planetariums, hands-on 
workshops, and exciting presentations to your 
school. With programs covering astronomy, 
physics, biology, geology, and engineering, you 
can enhance your curriculum—or simply get your 
students excited about science!

•  To learn more: 617-589-0354,  
travelingprograms@mos.org.
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Exclusive Member Events
For more information, 617-589-0180, mos.org/members.

Member Preview: Spiders Alive!
Saturday, June 11; 9:00 a.m.
Be among the first to see this new temporary exhibition  
featuring an array of live species, including the goliath 
bird eater and desert hairy scorpion. Enjoy intriguing  
videos and larger-than-life models while also learning 
how scientists aim to protect global spider populations. 

• Free. No reservations required.

•  Entrance is limited to the number of Exhibit Halls admissions 
permitted with your membership level. Be sure to bring your 
active membership card with you.

• For more information: 617-589-0180.

Member Overnight
Saturday, June 18 or Friday, June 24
5:00 p.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Ever wonder what happens after hours at the Museum? 
Grab your sleeping bag and toothbrush, and find out  
during our Member Overnight! Enjoy the Exhibit Halls, 
special live animal presentations, complimentary viewings 
in the Mugar Omni Theater and Planetarium, and more.

•  Fee: $50 per person. Advance registration required. Space is 
limited; first come, first served.

•  For children ages 6 – 13 and accompanying adults. (Children 
must be accompanied by adult chaperones age 21 or older.)

• To purchase tickets: 617-723-2500 or mos.org/members.

Let’s Celebrate July 4th!
Celebrate with family entertainment, science activities, 
and the Boston Pops Concert live via radio, capped by 
fireworks over the Charles River. The annual members-
only event takes place on the Museum’s garage roof. 

• Festivities begin at 5:30 p.m.

•  Tickets can be purchased at mos.org/july4, the Museum  
box office, or 617-723-2500. Availability is limited to the  
number of Exhibit Halls admissions permitted with your  
membership level.

•  All tickets are sold first come, first served. Advance  
purchase is recommended.

Member Tips

Remember, Exhibit Halls hours are extended during 
summer vacation:

9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

(Saturday – Thursday, July 5 – Labor Day)

Fridays: 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. (as usual)

•  Bring your current membership card for immediate  
Exhibit Halls entry as well as discounts in the Museum  
garage, store, and café.

•  Reserve tickets in advance. Call 617-723-2500 or visit 
mos.org just a few days before your arrival.

•  Take public transportation or have a backup plan for  
parking in case the Museum garage reaches capacity.  
See mos.org/parking for ideas.

•  Avoid peak times by arriving before 10:30 a.m. or after  
3:00 p.m. Museum parking is first come, first served.  
Garage payment is by credit or debit card only.

•  Arrive at least one hour before scheduled shows  
to allow for parking. No late entries to timed shows.

Exciting Changes Coming!

Do we have your email address? The Museum  
has adopted a new database and ticketing system 
and we need this address so you can set up your 
online account. This system will enable us to  
offer new services to members, including:

•  Electronic bonus passes upon renewal that can be  
redeemed for tickets not only by phone and in person,  
but also online.

•  Online membership and information updates.

Watch future issues for more information. If you  
are not currently receiving email updates from  
us, please email membership@mos.org or call  
617-589-0180 with your name, membership  
number, and email address.  
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The Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs receive 
important support from individual members and donors like you. 
Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: explore

Events
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events.

EurekaFest™ 2016  
Saturday, June 18; 11:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
High school students from across the country will 
compete in this tenth annual design challenge. Watch 
the design trials, fill up your “passport” of activities, and 
win special EurekaFest magnets in a family-friendly day 
full of engineering and invention! EurekaFest is a local 
celebration designed to empower the next generation of 
inventors through activities that inspire youth, honor role 
models, and encourage creativity and problem solving.

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

•  For more information on citywide activities June 17 and 18: 
617-253-3352, eurekafest.org.

•  EurekaFest is a partnership of the Lemelson-MIT program  
and the Museum of Science.  

Beyond the Telescope: Surprises  
in the Outer Solar System
Thursday, June 2; 7:00 p.m.
Even within our own solar system, new discoveries are 
constantly changing our view of space. Join Matthew 
Holman, PhD, of Harvard University as he explores how 
faint outer solar system objects are found, flies along 
with the New Horizons mission, and discusses the future 
of solar system surveys.

• Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

•  Register in advance at mos.org/events.

Butterfly and Caterpillar Weekend
Saturday, July 30 and Sunday, July 31; 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Meet an amazing array of native New England cater-
pillars in various stages of development on their host 
plants. Learn more about butterflies and caterpillars 
through live presentations and interpretations in the Blue 
Wing, Lower Level, and other Museum locations. 

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

Teen Summit Project Fair
Saturday, July 30; 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
View the projects developed by over 250 teens from  
20 countries spending the week in Boston for the  
2016 Clubhouse Network Teen Summit. Learn what is 
important to youth from around the world and find out 
more about their hopes for the future and themselves.

•  Location: Boston University Academy,  
1 University Rd, Boston, MA 

•  For more information: nnolan@mos.org,  
theclubhousenetwork.org
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4   Shiny Stars of STEM   
Community members enjoyed a memorable 

evening at the Museum in April as they toasted 

the Deshpande Foundation and Google, the 

2016 Stars of STEM. Accepting the award for 

the Deshpande Foundation were Jaishree and 

Guruaj “Desh” Deshpande; for Google, Vint 

Cerf, chief Internet evangelist and Internet co-

inventer. The festivities continued into the night 

with the first-ever Sparks After Dark After Party 

hosted by The Innovators. As the Museum’s 

signature event, the Stars of STEM raises needed 

funds for the institution’s educational programs.

5   The Clubhouse Network Goes  
to Washington

Director Gail Breslow and Mentor Program 

Manager Aviva Baff from the Museum’s  

Clubhouse Network presented Full STE(A)M  

Ahead: Youth Panel Reflections on the Importance 

of Mentoring at the National Mentoring Summit 

in Washington, DC, during National Mentoring 

Month in January. Clubhouse alumni shared 

powerful stories about their experience with 

the unique Clubhouse learning approach and 

mentoring model. The Clubhouse Network has 

provided thousands of young people with life-

changing opportunities for more than 20 years. 

Learn more at theclubhousenetwork.org. 

1   New Afterschool Activities with 
Support from NASA 

Over the next three years, the Museum’s 

Engineering is Elementary® (EiE®) project will 

develop three out-of-school time curriculum 

units that integrate planetary science with 

technology and engineering. The $1.3 million 

initiative is part of a project called PLANETS 

(Planetary Learning that Advances the Nexus 

of Engineering, Technology, and Science) that 

is supported by NASA and led by Northern 

Arizona University’s Center for Science 

Teaching and Learning. EiE will also conduct 

research aimed at better understanding  

how engineering instruction works in out-of-

school settings. 

2   Talking on the Tube 
Ellie Starr, Museum senior vice president for 

advancement, was a guest on the WBZ-TV 

news segment “4 Your Community.” She 

talked about the success of the Keep Cliff 

Campaign that allowed Triceratops Cliff to 

become a permanent fixture in the Museum. 

Starr also spoke about various exhibits and 

features, both temporary and permanent, 

including the new Yawkey Gallery on the 

Charles River. She called the Museum “the 

people’s place for STEM education … it’s a 

place to have fun and learn.” 

3  Google Gives Back

Nearly 9,800 students from qualifying  

New England schools visited the Museum 

in April for free as part of Google Field Trip 

Days. The students enjoyed the Museum’s 

many interactive, educational offerings, 

including exhibits, live presentations, 

and more. This was the second year of 

the program at the Museum, sponsored 

by Google and available on a first-come, 

first-served basis to schools meeting 

certain criteria for serving economically 

disadvantaged student populations. 

Museum News 

4

1

P
ho

to
 ©

 A
sh

le
y 

M
cC

ab
e

P
ho

to
 ©

 A
sh

le
y 

M
cC

ab
e



General Information

DIRECTIONS AND PARKING
•  PLAN AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the  

Museum. Please allow extra travel time or consider taking public transportation. For updates:  
mos.org/traveltips.

• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.

BOSTON DUCK TOURS
Tickets sold on the front plaza. DUCKs depart from the driveway near the T. rex. Tours run daily,  
April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. 

EVENT PLANNING
Host your next event at the Museum of Science! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck  
Catering. For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org. Members are  
eligible for special rates.

 ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the  
Teacher Partner Program: educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun and interactive Museum program to your pre K – 8 school or community center!  
For information and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org,  
mos.org/travelingprograms.

Sparks!  JUNE – JULY 2016

MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS 

Director:  Carl Zukroff

Editors:   Christopher DelConte,  
Jonathan Friedman

Art Director:  Lori Sartre

Designers:    Fanny Dines, Nicole Guzzo,   
Lianne Stoddard 

CONTRIBUTORS

 Cynthia Berger, Anna Brophy, Gail Jennes, 
Gabriel Mosse, William Walsh 

Sparks is published bimonthly.  
Circulation: 55,000. 

© 2016 Museum of Science, Boston.  
All rights reserved. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH  
THE MUSEUM COMMUNITY!  

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Member E-News at membership@mos.org@
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EXHIBIT HALLS HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS AND MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS? Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500.
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Spiders Alive!  

See cover story

Let’s  
Celebrate  
July 4th!
Enjoy family entertainment, science  
activities, music, and fireworks over  
the Charles River in an exclusive  
members-only event.

Purchase tickets at mos.org/july4.


