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A New Signature Experience
The Museum transforms its three-story lobby space into the  
Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River.

Museum visitors have long enjoyed one  
of the best views of Greater Boston’s out-
doors as they gaze upon the picturesque 

Charles River from the lobby. These views will now 
be enhanced by a new permanent gallery and exhibi-
tion, the Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River. This new 
experience invites you to explore the relationship 
between the area’s natural habitat and engineered 
development through hands-on interactive compo-
nents and immersive nine-foot-high visuals.

New Visual Energy

Ioannis Miaoulis, Museum president and director, says the  

exhibit will bring “a new visual energy” to the three-story  

lobby space. “It is an exhibition that will use place-based 

learning activities that foster scientific observation and  

engage visitors in the engineering design process,” he says.   

You’ll notice the changes immediately as you walk through 

the entrance and see on your left a living plant wall that rises 

to the ceiling and surrounds a 30-foot waterfall. Turn to the 

right for an array of digital screens projecting an interactive 

pattern simulation. 

Inside This Issue 

• New Permanent Exhibition

• Nature’s Machines

• A Century of National Parks
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Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River   Coming Soon!

A kinetic sculpture designed by artist and Harvard alumnus 

Reuben Margolin entitled “River Loom” hangs suspended 

above the lobby gallery. Its design evokes the complex waves 

formed by the river lapping against the engineered banks 

outside the Museum’s windows.

Above and below the bridge connecting two wings of  

the Museum, two LED media arrays span the space and 

show animations of natural and engineered imagery. The 

hands-on Wave Machine in the middle lets you generate  

and experiment with naturally occurring waveforms.

Be a Scientist and an Engineer!

A walk down the stairwell into the lower lobby leads to 

numerous interactive exhibits where you can practice your 

engineering and observational skills.

“We are focusing on engaging visitors in scientific reasoning, 

scientific practice, and engineering decision-making,” says 

Christine Reich, director of exhibit development and conser-

vation. “Observation activities and activities that engage  

visitors in the engineering design process will lead visitors 

to ask themselves the same thought process questions that 

scientists and engineers use in their work.”

You’re in Charge

The River Table interactive—a 25-foot table representing a 

river system featuring animation, immersive lighting, and 

sound effects—is the exhibit’s centerpiece and a Museum origi-

nal. You are tasked with making engineering decisions, then  

receive feedback about the social, economic, and environmental 

consequences of the choices you make. 

Three engineering design challenges include bridge support 

construction, changing the water flow to enable a passage for 

fish, and sensor modification for water testing. 

Peer into two large aquariums—a 625-gallon tank featuring fish 

found in the Charles (both native and introduced species) and a 

180-gallon tank with painted turtles, a species that is often seen 

basking on exposed pipes along the riverbanks. Younger visitors 

can use a crawl-through tunnel beneath the aquariums to see 

the species from below. Smaller tanks contain an eastern milk 

snake, frogs, salamanders, and macroinvertebrates, possibly 

including aquatic insects, snails, and leeches.   

Observe daily and seasonal changes in the river through a  

time-lapse video. Other stations let you monitor water quality, see 

turbidity (cloudiness), and test conductivity. Be sure to look at 

the River Dashboard, which during non-winter months displays 

live data on water quality collected from a buoy placed in the 

Charles by the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Pause and Reflect

And if you’re in the mood to just relax and enjoy the view, 

you can do that too. Observation benches provide comfortable 

seating and direct your attention toward the large windows 

overlooking the river. With additional seating throughout the 

gallery, you can reflect and take everything in.

There is much to learn and experience in the Yawkey Gallery on 

the Charles River. (See calendar for details on many other exciting 

new changes coming to the Museum.)  

 This new gallery has been made possible through a generous lead gift from the  
Yawkey Foundations, major gifts from the Institute of Museum and Library Services,  
Ann and Ed Kania, Payson and Jane Swaffield, and numerous other contributors.



Long-term survival in this 

wild world is no guarantee, 

but like a manufacturer 

producing a well-functioning 

machine, nature has built 

every living thing to have a 

fighting chance. And from 

studying these organic 

machines, humans have 

gained ideas for countless 

technological advances, including prosthetic limbs, wind 

turbines, and even Velcro!

Explore these concepts and more in our newest temporary  

exhibition, Animals: Machines in Motion, featuring digital media, 

real specimens, and scientific models, including one of the 

prehistoric world’s marvels of natural engineering, T. rex Sue.

Grab It, Bite It!

Navigate through seven sections covering different aspects of 

the living machines. In Jaws and Claws, for instance, witness 

the complexities that go into every bite and grip. See how you 

measure up in strength against your primate cousins (spoiler 

alert, not very well). View a model of the Dunkleosteus fish, which 

had a bite strong enough to pierce through armor—had the 

protective body covering existed more than 70 million years ago.

Fly like a bird in Wings and Fins and visit one of Mother Nature’s 

overachievers—the champion sprinter cheetah— in Legs and 

Springs. Through video, interactive components, and more, 

you’ll discover what gives these creatures their power.

Natural Body Protection 

What protects species from the elements, and why is the 

dome so commonplace (think skulls, eggs)? Curious about 

what regulates body temperature? What senses beyond sight 

and hearing do some species employ for survival? Find out by 

venturing to other exhibit areas. 

You can also learn how insects breathe and how blood pumps 

in various species. See a real giraffe heart along with several 

touchable replicas and try your best at pumping “blood” in an 

interactive. There’s a long way up that neck!

Get ready to observe various species in a whole new way,  

and learn how every living thing is a machine built to survive, 

move, and discover with Animals: Machines in Motion.  

Presented in English and Spanish.

This exhibition was developed by The Field Museum, Chicago, in partnership with the 
Denver Museum of Nature & Science, with generous support provided by The Searle 
Funds at The Chicago Community Trust and ITW.

Animals: Machines in Motion   Exhibit Opens February 14 |  Member Preview February 13

Meet Sue!
Unique to the exhibit’s Boston run is a replica of T. rex Sue, the famous  

Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton from Chicago’s Field Museum. Measuring 42 feet 

from snout to tail and 12 feet tall with a giant skull containing 58 dagger-like 

teeth, Sue was a member of a tough species that had the strongest bite of any 

animal known to have walked on land. Approximately 68 million years old, Sue is 

the largest and most complete T. rex ever found. Sue’s fossils were discovered in 

1990 by fossil hunter Sue Hendrickson, after whom the skeleton is named. 

Nature’s Powerful  
Machines Come Alive
See how species are built for survival in a new hands-on exhibit!
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Exploring America’s National Parks  
Go on a thrilling off-trail adventure that’s 100 years in the making!

President Woodrow Wilson made history on August 25, 1916 

when he signed a bill into law that created the National Park 

Service, an agency tasked with protecting our nation’s most  

precious parks and monuments. One hundred years later,  

the agency is keeping up with its mission, overseeing and  

preserving more than 400 national parks.

National Parks Adventure, a new giant-screen film opening 

February 12 in the Mugar Omni Theater, marks the milestone 

anniversary of this important government agency. Through the 

camera wizardry of award-winning director Greg MacGillivray, 

you’ll travel through more than 30 national parks of varying 

climates, heights, and adventure via various methods, includ-

ing climbing, hiking, biking, and more! 

Vivid Colors

Joining you on this journey are world-class mountaineer  

Conrad Anker, his stepson, adventure photographer Max  

Lowe, and painter Rachel Pohl. It’s an amazing sight to watch 

them hike, bike, climb, raft, and more through the nation’s most 

pristine parks. 

Visit the well-known places such as the Everglades, Yellowstone, 

and Yosemite, as well as some of the less famous, but no less 

visually stunning, spots such as the sandstone cliffs, dunes, and 

beaches of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore in Michigan. 

Open your eyes wide and enjoy the surroundings under the 

IMAX® Dome screen as you and the on-screen adventurers ride 

bicycles on the slick rocks of Utah. Prepare to be impressed when 

you see brown bears fishing for salmon in Alaska. There are many 

other moments packed into this large-format film, including the 

untouched beauty of rushing rivers, cascading waterfalls, rolling 

grasslands, and various landscapes of contrasting colors.  

“We had four crews shooting the film [over a nine-month period], 

including a time-lapse crew, aerial crew, ground crew, and TV 

Photo © Dmitri Fomin



crew,” MacGillivray says. “Using IMAX cameras in these vast national parks 

enabled us to capture every vantage point of these natural wonders and bring 

the most vivid colors and landscapes to our audiences.”   

Pinnacle of the Project

Guiding you throughout the experience is environmentalist, conservationist, 
and Academy Award winner Robert Redford. MacGillivray called his addition 
to the film “the pinnacle of this project, tying all of these remarkable  
elements together.”

The director adds, “I can’t think of a more perfect narrator than Robert 
Redford, whose passion for the outdoors and environmental interests 
as well as his distinctive voice and charisma, makes him  
the ideal storyteller for our film.” 

Discover for yourself what’s out there in America’s great  
outdoors protected by the National Park Service, and  
come as close to the action as you can get without  
needing gear and a change of clothes!  

A MacGillivray Freeman film produced in association with  
Brand USA. Presented by Expedia, Inc. and Subaru of America,  
Inc. Major support from the Giant Dome Theater Consortium. 

Sponsored by    

National Parks Adventure  Opens February 12 in Omni

Historic Camping

In addition to following real-life explorers, 

National Parks Adventure also features 

re-enactments of the people who were 

there in the beginning. Among them was 

President Theodore Roosevelt (played 

by the nation’s most respected Roosevelt 

impersonator, Joe Wiegand). Although he 

was out of office nearly a decade before 

the National Park Service was born, Roo-

sevelt paved the way toward its creation. 

He was inspired by poet and conser-

vationist John Muir. The two went on a 

three-day adventure together in Yosemite 

National Park, on what the filmmakers call 

“the most important camping trip ever.”

Coming Soon!

Continue your centennial anniversary  

tour of America’s backyard with the photo 

exhibit Treasured Lands: The US National 

Parks in Focus. The images, captured by 

adventure and travel photographer QT 

Luong, will be on display in the Blue Wing 

beginning this April.



Calendar of Events
February – March 2016
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February March 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times:  
617-723-2500, mos.org.

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about A Beautiful  
Question: Finding Nature’s Deep Design  
by Frank Wilczek. Cambridge Innovation 
Center. 5:30 p.m.

National Parks Adventure  Opens
IMAX® Film—Go on the ultimate off-trail 
adventure into America’s awe-inspiring  
great outdoors. M  !   $

Member Preview: 
Animals: Machines in Motion 
Exclusive Member Event—Discover the 
marvels of natural engineering and come 
face-to-face with a life-sized cast of T. rex 
Sue. Exhibit opens to the public February 14. 

School Vacation Week  Begins
Exhibit Halls are open:

Saturday – Thursday; 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Friday; 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 20;  
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Note: Hours subject to change; call or check 
mos.org to confirm.

Rising Tide: Planning for Boston’s 
Uncertain Future
Forum—Add your voice to a conversation 
about preparing for the future with planners 
and stakeholders. 7:00 p.m. M  !  

12
Friday

13
Saturday

11 
Thursday

Grave Matters 
Dr. Sheldon Solomon discusses how  
awareness of our death affects human  
behavior, from the mundane to the  
momentous. 7:00 p.m. M  !  

Astronomy After Hours  Returns
See spectacular live views of our corner  
of the cosmos, weather permitting. 8:30 – 
10:00 p.m. Fridays through November.  

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about NeuroTribes:  
The Legacy of Autism and the Future  
of Neurodiversity by Steve Silberman.  
Cambridge Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m. 

Health Fair: Our Changing Brain
Museum educators and local researchers  
explore the effects of brain chemistry on  
human behavior and health. 10:00 a.m.  
Also Friday, March 18; 9:30 a.m.

What’s In Your Fish? 
Forum—Share your perspectives on the  
risks, benefits, and ecological impacts of  
consuming seafood. 6:30 p.m. M  !  

2
Wednesday

4
Friday

10
Thursday

19
Saturday

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance and/or 
receive discounts. 

!   Reservations are either required or  
strongly recommended. 

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit.
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Mugar Omni Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen. For 
showtimes, tickets, and a complete list of films now playing: 
617-723-2500, mos.org. Service charge waived for members. 
Shows run approximately 50 minutes. Member price: $5.

Sponsored by  

Enhancing Your Experience

The Museum is in the process of being 
modernized. We appreciate your patience,  
and we are eager to share the results (some  
of which, like the Yawkey Gallery on the  
Charles River, are being finished). 

This summer the Museum will unveil a 
renovated lobby. In addition to refreshing and 
updating this very visible and high traffic area, 
plans include relocating the Information Desk  
to create a unified, unobstructed space.

The Yawkey Gallery and lobby renovations 
are the latest in a series of transformations 
that are improving the Museum experience 
for our guests. Recently completed projects 
include restrooms in the concourse from the 
garage to the lobby, updating the box office to 
be fully accessible for guests and staff who have 
disabilities, and improved wayfinding throughout 
the building.

FEATURED FILMS

New! National Parks Adventure
Opens Friday, February 12
Go on the ultimate off-trail adventure into America’s 
awe-inspiring great outdoors and visit Yellowstone,  
Yosemite, the Everglades, and more on the 100th  
anniversary of the National Park Service. 

Last Chance! Dinosaurs Alive!
Through Thursday, February 11
Witness paleontology’s evolution, from the discovery 
of fossilized dinosaur eggs in the Gobi Desert to more 
recent finds in the American Southwest. 

Wild Africa
Meet the amazing creatures that call 
Africa home and learn the secrets of 
a land where the real world is 
more awe-inspiring than 
any fiction. 



Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/exhibits. 

New! Animals: Machines in Motion 
Opens Sunday, February 14
Discover the marvels of natural engineering  
and explore the evolution of a variety of living  
and extinct species. Plus, come face-to-face with  
a life-sized cast of T. rex Sue! 

New! Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River 
Coming Soon!
Learn about the natural and engineered worlds  
with a new permanent exhibit that takes advantage  
of the Museum’s unique Charles River location.

Sign Up for Summer Courses!

Looking for stimulating fun for your kids this  
summer? It’s not too early to sign up for a  
week (or more!) of science courses running  
July 11 – August 19. 

Students entering grades 1 – 8 can choose  
from morning or afternoon classes—or create  
a full day of fun!

•  For more  
information  
and to register:  
mos.org/courses.

•  Summer courses  
are offered early to  
Museum members.  
Not a member?  
Join today:  
617-723-2500,  
mos.org/members.

Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight, plants,  
and free-flying butterflies. Timed tickets required.  
Member price: $5.

Thrill Ride 360°
Take a ride on a roller coaster you design in this  
full-motion experience! Timed tickets required.  
Member price: $5.

FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day every day  
in the Exhibit Halls. For current schedules: 617-723-2500, 
mos.org/daily. 

Afternoon Report
Daily; 2:30 p.m.
Join our on-stage anchor in the Gordon Current  
Science & Technology Center for a rapid-fire news  
report touching on the latest science headlines. 
Generously supported by Cabot Corporation.
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4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 15 minutes. Member price: $5.

Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs 
The 4-D Experience
Get ready for an adventure of mammoth proportions – 
Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs – The 4-D Experience! 
Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs™ & © 2016 Twentieth Century Fox Film 
Corporation. All rights reserved.

Frozen Planet: The 4-D Experience
Embark on the ultimate polar expedition and experience  
the white wilderness of the Arctic and Antarctic as you have 
never seen them before, and may never see them again.
Frozen Planet: The 4-D Experience, a BBC and BBC Earth production. The 
BBC and BBC Earth are trademarks of the British Broadcasting Corporation 
and are used under license. BBC logo © BBC 1996

Dora & Diego’s 4-D Adventure
Join your adventurous amigos on Nickelodeon’s  
high-speed, eye-popping chase from the warm  
rainforest to the icy Arctic.
© 2016 Viacom International Inc. All rights reserved. Nickelodeon and all 
related titles, logos and characters are trademarks of Viacom International Inc.

Gilliland Observatory
Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Astronomy After Hours
Fridays beginning March 4; 8:30 – 10:00 p.m.
View stars, planets, the Moon, and other astronomical 
phenomena from the Museum garage roof! On cloudy 
nights, tour the inside of our Observatory and participate 
in astronomy-related activities. For more details, call  
617-589-0267, updated by 5:30 p.m. every Friday.

Charles Hayden Planetarium 

For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Service charge waived for members. Shows run approximately 
35 – 45 minutes. Member price: $5.

FEATURED SHOWS

Big Bird’s Adventure: One World, One Sky
Journey with Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from  
China, Hu Hu Zhu, and learn about the Big Dipper,  
the North Star, the Sun, and the Moon.

Inside NASA: From Dream to Discovery 
Experience the extreme nature of spacecraft engineering  
and the life cycle of a space mission—from concept to 
completion! Produced by the Museum of Science. 

Explore: The Universe
Leave the Earth behind and blast off to explore our solar 
system, the Milky Way, and beyond. Journey through the 
cosmos with a Planetarium educator as your star pilot.

Laser Shows
Friday and Saturday evenings
Enjoy sensational light displays set to popular music!  
Lineup features pop icon Michael Jackson and  
legendary rock band Pink Floyd.



ON BEING HUMAN

Understanding the complexities of the human species.

Grave Matters
Wednesday, March 2; 7:00 p.m.
Dr. Sheldon Solomon, professor of psychology at  
Skidmore College and co-author of The Worm at  
the Core: On the Role of Death in Life, speaks about  
fear of death and its effect on our thoughts, feelings,  
and behaviors. Find out how intimations of mortality  
influence everything, from what you ate for lunch to 
whom you love and whom you hate.

• Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute. 

•  Advance registration begins at 9:00 a.m., Monday, February 15 
for members: mos.org/events (Wednesday, February 17 for the 
general public).

AND MORE

Find even more offerings at mos.org/events.

Book Club for the Curious
Thursdays, February 11 and March 10; 5:30 p.m.
Free and open to the public, these monthly book  
discussions focus on science, technology, and their 
impact on society.

•  Location: Cambridge Innovation Center,  
One Broadway, 14th Floor, Cambridge, MA.

•  February 11: A Beautiful Question: Finding  
Nature’s Deep Design by Frank Wilczek.

•  March 10: NeuroTribes: The Legacy of Autism and  
the Future of Neurodiversity by Steve Silberman.

•  Presented in partnership with the Cambridge  
Innovation Center.

Special Vacation Hours

Exhibit Halls hours are extended during  
February school vacation:

Saturday, February 13 – Thursday, February 18
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Friday, February 19
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 20
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.Adult Offerings

For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events. Funded 
in part by the Barbara and Malcolm L. Sherman Fund for Adult 
Programs and by the David and Marion Ellis Endowment Fund. 

SUSTAINING LIFE

An ongoing look at food, water, and climate change.

Rising Tide:  
Planning for Boston’s Uncertain Future
Wednesday, February 24; 7:00 p.m. 
Learn what architects, engineers, and urban planners are 
doing to make the coastal infrastructure around Boston 
more resilient to our changing climate, and add your 
voice to a conversation about preparing for the future. 
(Refreshments available at 6:30 p.m.)

•  Free; advance registration begins at 9:00 a.m., Monday,  
February 8 for members: mos.org/events (Wednesday,  
February 10 for the general public).

•  Presented in collaboration with UMass-Boston, the Boston 
Harbor Association, and Northeastern University’s Urban 
Coastal Sustainability Initiative.

What’s In Your Fish?
Thursday, March 31; 6:30 p.m. 
Learn how toxic pollution con- 
taminates aquatic ecosystems  
and the fish we eat, then share  
your perspectives on the risks,  
benefits, and ecological impacts  
of consuming seafood. (Refresh- 
ments available at 6:00 p.m.)

•  Free; advance registration begins  
at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, March 8 for  
members: mos.org/events  
(Thursday, March 10 for the  
general public).

•  Presented in collaboration with the Boston University Super-
fund Research Program. Funding provided by the National 
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences.



Become an Active Supporter!

Our members give through climbing, running, or supporting those who do.

Summiting for Science

Challenge yourself and support the Museum by participating  
in the tenth annual Washburn Challenge! This unique fund-
raising hike of Mount Washington takes place Sunday, July 
10. Scale New England’s tallest peak via the Ammonoosuc 

Ravine Trail or test yourself with a 
triathlon of hiking, engineering,  

and running. All money raised 
supports the Museum's  
Annual Fund.

For more information on how 
to climb, donate, or volunteer: 
617-589-4475, team.mos.org/

washburnchallenge.

Lacing Up for Learning
On Monday, April 18, runners from the Museum’s Boston  
Marathon® team will lace up their sneakers for the 120th  
Boston Marathon®. They’ll run in support of Traveling Programs, 
which bring Museum programming to schools, libraries, and  
community centers throughout New England. Since 2010,  
our teams have raised 
$567,989 for program  
development, new vans, 
and program supplies.

For more information 
on how to support  
our runners:  
617-589-4475,  
team.mos.org/marathon.

Coming Soon! Stars of STEM Celebration
Thursday, April 14; 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Show your support for the Museum! Enjoy a joyous  
evening of food, drink, and interactive experiences as  
we toast the 2016 Stars of STEM—the Deshpande 
Foundation, with Jaishree and Gururaj “Desh” Deshpande 
accepting, and Google, with Vint Cerf, its chief Internet 
evangelist and Internet co-inventor, accepting. 

Plus, stay for the first-ever Sparks After Dark: The Stars 
of STEM Celebration After Party (starts at 9:00 p.m.), 
hosted by The Innovators. Enjoy activities, dancing in  
the Theater of Electricity, late-night snacks, and more!

•  For more information: 617-589-0185, starsofstem@mos.org, 
mos.org/starsofstem.

•  Individual tickets start at $350, including seated dinner,  
evening program, and after-party admission. (For after  
party only: $75 for Innovators, $100 for general public.)  
Sponsorship opportunities are available for both.

Events
For more information: 617- 
723-2500, mos.org/events.

Health Fair: Our  
Changing Brain
Friday, March 18;  
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, March 19; 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Join Museum educators and local researchers as they 
explore the effects of brain chemistry on human behavior 
and health. Learn how your brain changes throughout 
your lifetime—from adolescent brain chemistry to what 
happens during aging (including Alzheimer’s). Museum 
educators will host hands-on activities in the Hall of  
Human Life and throughout the Exhibit Halls.

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

The Amazing Nano Brothers Juggling Show
Most Saturdays through April 30;  
12:00 and 2:00 p.m.
Join virtuoso jugglers Dan and Joel as they provide  
a comical and unforgettable introduction to atoms,  
molecules, and nanoscale forces while juggling  
everything from baseball bats to potted plants— 
even atop seven-foot unicycles!

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

• Length: 40 minutes.

• Check schedule at mos.org/amazing-nano-brothers.
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The Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs receive 
important support from individual members and donors like you. 
Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: 

discover
Exclusive Member Events
For more information, 617-589-0180, mos.org/members.

Member Preview: Animals: Machines in Motion
Saturday, February 13
Be among the first to see this new hands-on  
temporary exhibit exploring how every living species  
is a well-crafted machine built for survival. Includes  
digital media, real specimens, and scientific models, 
including one of the prehistoric world’s marvels of  
natural engineering, T. rex Sue!

• Free. No reservations required.

•  Entrance is limited to the number of Exhibit Halls admissions 
permitted with your membership level. Be sure to bring your 
active membership card with you.

• For more information: 617-589-0180.

Member Tips

•  Take advantage of extended school vacation week 
hours: mos.org/hours.

•  Bring your current membership card for immediate  
Exhibit Halls entry as well as discounts in the Museum  
garage, store, and café.

•  Reserve tickets in advance. We’ll waive the handling  
fees. Call 617-723-2500 or visit mos.org just a few days 
before your arrival.

•  Take public transportation or have a backup plan for  
parking in case the Museum garage reaches capacity.  
See mos.org/parking for ideas.

•  Avoid peak times by arriving before 10:30 a.m. or after  
3:00 p.m. Museum parking is first come, first served.  
Garage payment is by credit or debit card only.

•  Arrive at least one hour before scheduled shows  
to allow time for parking. Late entries to timed shows  
are not permitted.

Exciting Changes Coming!

Do we have your email address? The Museum  
is adopting a new database and ticketing system 
and it’s important we have this address so you  
can set up your online account. This system  
will enable us to begin offering new services  
to members, including:

•  Electronic bonus passes upon renewal that can be  
redeemed for tickets not only by phone and in person,  
but also online.

•  Online membership and information updates.

Watch future issues for more information. If you  
are not currently receiving email updates from  
us, please email membership@mos.org or call  
617-589-0180 with your name, membership  
number, and email address so you’ll be ready  
to set up your online account later this spring.  
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4  Pixar Exhibit a Big Hit

The world premiere of The Science Behind Pixar 

was a huge success. More than 300,000 people 

visited the Museum to see the exhibition 

from June to January, enjoying a behind-

the-scenes view into the many complexities 

involved in developing Pixar’s iconic animated 

films. The press also enjoyed the exhibit, with 

positive coverage coming from local outlets 

as well as those from outside New England, 

including The New Yorker. The exhibit, created 

by the Museum of Science and Pixar, is now 

embarking on a ten-year national tour.  

5   Let’s Talk Synthetic Biology 
The Museum received a $2.1 million grant from 

the National Science Foundation that funds the 

Building with Biology project. Through this 

endeavor, the Museum leads informal science 

institutions and scientists in developing activities 

that bring scientists and the public together 

in conversations about synthetic biology. This 

emerging field has the potential to develop cheap 

anti-malarial drugs, green hydrogen for fuel, and 

programmable cells to treat cancer. But as with 

all new technologies, there are questions about 

how to make the best decisions for the future.

1   Bell Rings Strong 
The Association of Science-Technology 

Centers (ASTC) honored Larry Bell, Museum 

senior vice president of strategic initiatives, 

with the Roy L. Shafer Leading Edge Award 

for Leadership in the Field last fall during the 

organization’s annual conference in Montreal. 

ASTC highlighted three of Bell’s innovations: 

his groundbreaking Science Is an Activity 

exhibit plan; Forums, a new museum learning 

model for informed decision-making; and a 

first-of-a-kind national Nanoscale Informal 

Science Education Network involving the 

public in cutting-edge science, engineering, 

and technology.

2   Showcasing Assistive Clothing 
Last October, during National Disabilities 

Month, visitors to the Museum’s Gordon 

Current Science & Technology Center enjoyed 

a sneak peek at prototype designs made 

for assistive clothing and celebrated the 

collaboration of the engineers, occupational 

therapists, and designers who created them. 

The teams had participated in MIT’s ten-week 

innovative summer program, Open Style 

Lab. Each team was paired with a client with 

a specific disability and made an article of 

clothing to be functional and fashionable.

3   Supporting Afterschool STEM

A $25,000 award from the philanthropic 

foundation SheGives Boston brought  

Engineering Adventures,® a hands-on STEM 

curriculum developed at the Museum, to 

37 afterschool educators in Massachusetts. 

Engineering Adventures was developed by the 

Engineering is Elementary® (EiE®) project at 

the Museum’s National Center for Techno-

logical Literacy.® The curriculum offers seven 

hands-on engineering design challenges—all 

designed to support the STEM learning that 

happens in school, but in a flexible format 

suitable for afterschool programs.

Museum News 
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General Information

DIRECTIONS AND PARKING
•  PLAN AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the  

Museum. Please allow extra travel time or consider taking public transportation. For updates:  
mos.org/traveltips.

• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.

BOSTON DUCK TOURS
Tickets sold on the front plaza. DUCKs depart from the driveway near the T. rex. Tours run daily,  
April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. 

EVENT PLANNING
Host your next event at the Museum of Science! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck  
Catering. For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org. Members are  
eligible for special rates.

 ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the  
Teacher Partner Program: educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun and interactive Museum program to your pre K – 8 school or community center!  
For information and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org,  
mos.org/travelingprograms.
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STAY CONNECTED WITH  
THE MUSEUM COMMUNITY!  

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Member E-News at membership@mos.org@
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EXHIBIT HALLS HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. See  
calendar. For updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS AND MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS? Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500.
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Yawkey Gallery  

See cover story

Opens February 12 in Omni
Robert Redford narrates this IMAX®  

experience celebrating the 100th  
anniversary of the National Park Service.

Only $5  for  members!


