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Transforming Your River View 
The new Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River capitalizes on the Museum’s unique 
location to educate and engage.

As you set foot into the recently revitalized Museum lobby, you 
no longer need to venture left or right to begin interacting with 
exhibits and offerings that showcase science and engineering.  

The dramatic floor-to-ceiling window facing the Charles River invites you 
into a new Museum experience that brings the natural and engineered 
worlds together (alongside one of the most stunning cityscapes in the 
region), the Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River! 

Capturing Your Attention

This three-story permanent gallery and exhibition opened in March, and along with a  

30-foot waterfall surrounded by a living plant wall, it houses aquariums with live fish and  

other species you’d find in and around the river. LED screens above let your imagination 

soar (see inside sidebar) while interactives throughout focus your attention on engineering. 

The giant “Reaction-Diffusion Media Wall” computer simulation invites you to engineer a 

pattern. If the results look somewhat familiar, it’s because you can mirror natural patterns 

like fingerprints and tree rings as you create new ones!

Inside This Issue 

• New Museum Experience

• Wild About Weather

• Frogs and Spiders, Oh My!
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Continued from cover

Focus on the Little Ones

While this new space was designed with people of all ages in mind, extra 

thought went into engaging the Museum’s youngest visitors. Interactive 

components with lower- and higher-height stations encourage children 

and adults to practice engineering skills side by side. And mounted 

aquarium tanks are positioned at a variety of heights so everybody can  

get a glimpse and make their own observations.

Listen to the reactions of young visitors enjoying a beneath-the-surface 

view of the aquariums that they can take in via the crawl-through tunnel. 

They can even experience what it’s like to descend into a sewer scene,  

complete with a diorama featuring a drainpipe, litter, even rats!

The Best Care

If you explore during the afternoon, you might see the Museum’s new 

aquarist, Christa Carceo, in action as she feeds the fish and turtles. A fish 

specialist, she is also tasked with maintaining the tanks, including water 

testing, water changing, and more. “This is what it looks like underwater  

in the Charles River, and you get to see the beautiful colors and other 

underwater features you can’t see walking near the surface,” Carceo says. 

She explains that the existing fish are at an age equivalent to a human 

teenager and still figuring out their way in the (river) world. Some of  

the creatures to observe during your next visit: pumpkinseed sunfish, 

bluegill sunfish, yellow perch, painted turtles, largemouth bass, and  

gray tree frogs. 

Drop-In Activities

On select days, Museum educators and interpreters are on hand at the 

Charles River Field Station, a space within the Yawkey Gallery where you 

can test your observational skills with a variety of hands-on science and 

engineering investigations and find your connection to the river. 

So remember, on your next visit here, take some time to explore and re-

flect on engineering and nature in the Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River, 

located in the lobby and lower lobby of the Museum.  

This new gallery has been made possible through a generous lead gift from the Yawkey Foundations, 
major gifts from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, Ann and Ed Kania, Payson and Jane 
Swaffield, and numerous other contributors. Free with Exhibit Halls admission. Free for members.

Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River   Permanent Exhibit

Photo © Studio Nouveau

Animation from Above
Included in this new space are large LED 

screens above and below the lobby bridge 

featuring riveting animation. Jason Fletcher, 

science visualizer from the Museum’s  

Planetarium team, explains their purpose 

and what went into making them.

“Day-to-day, we create visuals for the  

immersive space of the Planetarium, so  

it was a fun challenge to branch out and 

create original visuals that use the dual 

bridge screens in a unique way. We wanted 

to catch people’s eye and wow them, but  

with visuals evocative of the natural and  

engineered worlds around us. A few we 

have created: jellyfish in their underwater 

habitat, a view from the International Space 

Station, a Jupiter bands simulation, and 

more. It’s such a treat to create work that 

everyone walks under and hopefully feels 

inspired by.”

Photo © Nicolaus CzarneckiPhoto © Ashley McCabe Photo © Studio Nouveau



Whether you realize it or not, weather is one of the most 

important factors affecting your life. It influences what you 

wear, where you spend your time, and even if you have to go 

to work or school. There’s no escaping the weather, good or 

bad, so why not learn as much as you can about this force of 

nature? Do just that September 17 and 18 in fun fashion with 

the Museum’s second annual Wild Weather Weekend.

Participate in hands-on activities, attend informative  

presentations, and meet weather experts throughout the  

Museum, where the forecast is always good and your  

day is never dampened by the elements! 

Meet the Experts

Learn how you can prepare for the next superstorm. And  

hear from researchers and storm chasers who investigate 

the atmosphere, ocean, and climate, including New England 

native and air quality meteorologist Rich Hamel, who has 

captured many dramatic videos of tornadoes (learn more  

at bostonstormchaser.com).

Join meteorologists from WCVB-TV’s Storm Team 5 for an 

insider’s look at the science of weather forecasting, participate 

in Design Challenges dedicated to the theme, learn how to 

make your own weather instruments, and more!

Fasten Your Seatbelt

Plus, don’t miss Tornado Alley, showing on the IMAX® Dome 

Wild Weather Weekend Returns
Enjoy atmospheric activities. Plus, meet storm chasers and others special guests!

screen in the Mugar Omni Theater this weekend only. Come 

face to face with ferocious winds and torrential rains as you 

experience a tornado’s destructive power up close.  

Free with Exhibit Halls admission. Free for members. (Separate timed ticket purchase 
required for Tornado Alley.) For more information: mos.org/events.

Photo courtesy of wcvb.com

Snow in June?

The April snow this year was an unpleasant surprise for 

many, but it could have been worse. Just imagine living  

in Massachusetts in 1816 when six inches of snow fell  

in June and there was frost reported in July and August! 

These oddball conditions occurred  

throughout the Northern Hemisphere  

in what historians call “The Year  

Without a Summer.” Scientists  

say the eruption  

of Mount Tambora  

in present-day  

Indonesia caused  

this unusual situation.

Wild Weather Weekend   September 17 – 18



Last Chance: Frogs and Spiders!  
Don’t miss these exhibitions featuring small—but important—animals before they leave!

Two creatures that don’t get as much positive attention as  

they probably should have been getting plenty of it this  

summer with two of the Museum’s popular temporary  

exhibits, Frogs: A Chorus of Colors and Spiders Alive! But with 

both offerings here only through Labor Day, September 5,  

now is the time to see them!

Happy Hopping!

Frogs: A Chorus of Colors includes over a dozen live species  

of frogs and tadpoles ranging in size, color, and other  

features. Get up close with these amazing animals as  

they hop around in self-contained habitats featuring what  

they need to survive and thrive. 

Partake in interactive experiences, including one where you 

can push buttons to make various frog sounds! Test your eyes 

to see if you can spot frogs camouflaged to the natural envi-

ronments. Watch video clips of these impressive jumpers, 

swimmers, climbers, and eaters in action. And don’t forget  

to test your frog IQ with a challenging, but fun, Q&A.

Up Close with Spiders

Spiders Alive! brings you into the world of a creature that  

does a lot more good than you might realize. See these  

animals that keep the insect population down in an exhibit 

featuring a stunning selection of species from around the 

world (including the ornamental tarantula and goliath bird  

eater). Each one is enclosed in a self-contained habitat.  

Frogs and Spiders Working Together!

While the Museum’s frogs and spiders are kept far apart, 

that isn’t always so. One fascinating example is in South 

America where the small dotted humming frog and the 

much larger Colombian lesserblack tarantula live together 

for a mutually beneficial reason. The frog eats the ants that 

threaten the spider’s eggs and the spider protects the frog 

from larger predators.

Frogs: A Chorus of Colors and Spiders Alive!   Through September 5

Museum staff will highlight fascinating aspects of the spiders’ 

structure and behavior through interactive demonstrations.

Also, learn from larger-than-life models, including one you  

can climb, and a rare 100-million-year-old fossil. Plus, watch  

interesting videos showing spiders living underwater,  

constructing webs, and more! 

However you decide to get here, whether it’s hopping or  

crawling, don’t miss your chance to see Frogs: A Chorus of  

Colors and Spiders Alive! before it’s too late.  

Spiders Alive! is organized by the American Museum of Natural History, New York 
(amnh.org). Frogs: A Chorus of Colors was created by Peeling Productions at Clyde 
Peeling’s REPTILAND. Free with Exhibit Halls admission. Free for members.

Photo © AMNH/R. MickensPhoto by Joe McDonald, courtesy of Clyde Peeling’s Reptiland



Calendar of Events
August – September 2016
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 Exlusive Member Event

August September 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times:  
617-723-2500, mos.org.

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Dark Matter and 
the Dinosaurs: The Astounding Intercon-
nectedness of the Universe by Lisa Randall. 
Cambridge Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m.  

SubSpace Project: Beyoncé
Enjoy stunning visuals combined with an 
electrifying playlist featuring music from the 
one and only Beyoncé. 7:30 p.m. !  $  

24
Wednesday

11 
Thursday

Labor Day
Museum Open—This is the last day to enjoy 
our extended summer hours. Exhibit Halls are 
open 9:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m. today.

Frogs: A Chorus of Colors and  
Spiders Alive! Closing
Don’t miss the final opportunity to get up 
close and personal with these small, but  
important, animals in these thrilling exhibits.

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about The Vital Question: 
Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex 
Life by Nick Lane. Cambridge Innovation 
Center. 5:30 p.m.

Wild Survivors: Animals in 4-D Opens
4-D Film—Experience the ingenious tactics 
animals use to survive in the wild. M  !  $  

Wild Weather Weekend
Enjoy exciting hands-on activities and informa-
tive presentations on something that affects 
you every day! Also, September 18.

September Sunday
Teacher Partners gain free access to the 
Exhibit Halls for a day of exploration.  
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

SubSpace Project: Radiohead
Enjoy stunning visuals combined with an  
electrifying playlist featuring the incomparable  
sound of Radiohead.  7:30 p.m. !  $  

The Good Life
Learn the secrets of how to live the good  
life from Dr. Robert Waldinger, director of  
the Harvard Study of Adult Development.  
7:00 p.m. M  !  

College Night
Bring your college ID and enjoy free  
admission to Exhibit Halls, plus discounted 
tickets to the Butterfly Garden, IMAX®,  
4-D, and Planetarium. 5:00 – 9:00 p.m.  

5
Monday

8
Thursday

17
Saturday

18
Sunday

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance and/or 
receive discounts. 

!   Reservations are either required or  
strongly recommended. 

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit. 28
Wednesday

30
Friday

September Closings
September is usually less crowded than other 
months, so it’s a great time to visit.

However, Museum staff take advantage of this 
slower time to conduct exhibit and theater  
maintenance, which may close key spaces for 
several days. Closures for theaters and main 
venues are listed at mos.org/hours.   

PLEASE NOTE: The entire Museum is closed 
Tuesday, September 6.

21
Wednesday

16
Friday



Charles Hayden Planetarium 

For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 35 – 45 minutes. Member price: $5.

FEATURED SHOWS

Magic Tree House® Space Mission
Brother-and-sister duo Jack and Annie embark on a 
wondrous journey of adventure and learning to answer 
questions about space.

Undiscovered Worlds:  
The Search Beyond Our Sun
The discovery of exoplanets—the hundreds of known 
planets that orbit stars beyond the Sun—may lead us 
closer to finding an Earth-like world. Produced by the Museum 

of Science.

Explore: The Universe
Leave the Earth behind and blast off to explore our solar 
system, the Milky Way, and beyond. Journey through the 
cosmos with a Planetarium educator as your star pilot.

Gilliland Observatory
Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Astronomy After Hours
Fridays; 8:30 – 10:00 p.m.
View stars, planets, the Moon, and other astronomical 
phenomena from the Museum garage roof! On cloudy 
nights, tour the inside of our Observatory and participate 
in astronomy-related activities. For more details, call  
617-589-0267, updated by 5:30 p.m. every Friday.

Laser Shows
Friday and Saturday evenings
Enjoy sensational light displays set to popular music!  
Lineup features pop icon Michael Jackson and  
legendary rock band Pink Floyd.



Join the Charles River Clean Up

The Charles River accumulates floating debris 
during the spring and summer—and the Charles 
River Clean Up Boat comes to the rescue! The 
Museum donates funds to support the effort, 
and Museum staff account for a significant 
number of the program’s volunteers. Still, this 
privately funded nonprofit needs more help. 

Volunteer for a seven-hour shift and receive 
Exhibit Halls passes for your effort!

• Learn more at cleanupboat.org.

Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/exhibits. 

Last Chance! Frogs: A Chorus of Colors
Through Monday, September 5
Get up close with frogs of various colors and sizes in the 
most advanced traveling frog exhibition in the nation! 
Enjoy many interactives and test your amphibian IQ.

Last Chance! Spiders Alive!
Through Monday, September 5
Encounter a large array of live spider species and learn 
about their anatomy, evolutionary history, and signature 
traits. Features videos and larger-than-life models.

Last Chance! Treasured Lands:  
The US National Parks in Focus
Through Sunday, September 18
Celebrate the National Park Service’s 100th anniversary,  
and enjoy the beauty and diversity of our national parks 
through stunning images taken by photographer QT Luong. 

Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River 
Learn about the natural and engineered worlds with a 
new permanent exhibition that takes advantage of the 
Museum’s unique Charles River location.

Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight, plants, and  
free-flying butterflies. Timed tickets required. Member 
price: $5.

Thrill Ride 360°
Take a ride on a roller coaster you design in this  
full-motion experience! Timed tickets required.  
Member price: $5.

FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day every day  
in the Exhibit Halls. For current schedules: 617-723-2500, 
mos.org/daily. 

For Preschoolers: Live Animal Story Time
Daily through September 5 (Saturday and Sunday 
remainder of September); 10:30 a.m. 
Hear a story and meet its animal star in a presentation 
made especially for our younger visitors. Shapiro Family 
Science Live! Stage
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Mugar Omni Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen.  
For showtimes, tickets, and a complete list of films now  
playing: 617-723-2500, mos.org. Shows run approximately  
50 minutes. Member price: $5.

Sponsored by  

FEATURED FILMS

Wild Africa
Meet the amazing creatures that call Africa home and 
learn the secrets of a land where the real world is more 
awe-inspiring than any fiction. 

Dolphins 
How do we know what we know about dolphins? Join 
marine biologists on a deep-sea swim to observe the 
lives of dolphins in the wild.

National Parks Adventure
Visit Yellowstone, Yosemite, the Everglades, and more  
on the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service. 

Reserve a Traveling Program

Bring the Museum to You During the  
2016 – 2017 School Year!

Traveling Programs bring Museum experiences 
such as portable planetariums, hands-on 
workshops, and exciting presentations to your 
school. With programs covering astronomy, 
physics, biology, geology, and engineering, you 
can enhance your curriculum—or simply get your 
students excited about science!

•  To learn more: 617-589-0354,  
travelingprograms@mos.org.
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4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, mos.org.  
Shows run approximately 15 minutes. Member price: $5.

New! Wild Survivors: Animals in 4-D 
Opens Friday, September 16
Filled with jaw-dropping sequences in digital 3-D with 
added special effects, this film takes a never-before-seen 
look at the ingenious tactics animals have developed to 
survive and thrive in a danger-filled world.

© BBC 2016

Last Chance! Frozen Planet: The 4-D Experience
Through Thursday, September 15
Embark on the ultimate polar expedition and experience the 
white wilderness of the Arctic and Antarctic as you have 
never seen them and may never see them again.

Frozen Planet: The 4-D Experience, a BBC and BBC Earth production. The 
BBC and BBC Earth are trademarks of the British Broadcasting Corporation 
and are used under license. BBC logo © BBC 1996 

SpongeBob SquarePants 4-D:  
The Great Jelly Rescue
SpongeBob and friends careen through Bikini Bottom, 
run afoul of the Flying Dutchman and face off against 
the villainous Plankton on a wildly hilarious adventure  
to rescue the Jellyfish!

© 2016 Viacom International Inc. All Rights Reserved. SpongeBob 
SquarePants created by Stephen Hillenburg.

Events
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events.

Book Club for the Curious
Thursdays, August 11 and  
September 8; 5:30 p.m.
Free and open to the public, these 
monthly book discussions focus on 
science, technology, and their impact 
on society.

•  Location: Cambridge Innovation Center, 
One Broadway, 14th Floor,  
Cambridge, MA.

•  August 11: Dark Matter and the Dino-
saurs: The Astounding Interconnected-
ness of the Universe by Lisa Randall.

•  September 8: The Vital Question: 
Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of 
Complex Life by Nick Lane.

•  Presented in partnership with the 
Cambridge Innovation Center. 

September Sunday:  
A Free Opportunity for Educators 

Sunday, September 18; 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Which new Museum programs will support a teacher’s 
entire curriculum? September Sunday provides the answer!

Our Teacher Partners (and up to three guests each)  
are invited to a free day of fun, exploration, and 
learning. And we look to you, our members, to spread  
the word! Let the K – 12 teachers in your life know 
about this opportunity to find out how the Museum 
can help teachers connect to education standards 
and enhance students’ educational experiences. 

• Free admission to Exhibit Halls and up to two ticketed venues.

•  Registration open to Teacher Partners only:  
mos.org/professional-development

•  Learn how to become a Teacher Partner:  
mos.org/teacher-partner-program

Thomas & Friends™ 4-D: Bubbling Boilers!
Join Thomas & Friends in this thrilling 4-D adventure as  
they encounter big surprises while racing to an exciting  
celebration on Sodor. 

© 2016 Gullane (Thomas) Limited.
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Member Tips

Remember, Exhibit Halls hours are extended during 
summer vacation:

9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

(Saturday – Thursday, July 5 – Labor Day)

Fridays: 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. (as usual)

•  Bring your current membership card for immediate  
Exhibit Halls entry as well as discounts in the Museum  
garage, store, and café.

•  Reserve tickets in advance. Call 617-723-2500 or visit 
mos.org just a few days before your arrival.

•  Take public transportation or have a backup plan for  
parking in case the Museum garage reaches capacity.  
See mos.org/parking for ideas.

•  Avoid peak times by arriving before 10:30 a.m. or after  
3:00 p.m. Museum parking is first come, first served.  
Garage payment is by credit or debit card only.

•  Arrive at least one hour before scheduled shows  
to allow for parking. No late entries to timed shows.

Wild Weather Weekend
Saturday, September 17 and Sunday, September 18
Enjoy activities and presentations throughout the  
Museum focused on one of the most important features 
of the planet affecting your life—weather. WCVB-TV 
meterologists will be on hand for an insider’s look at  
the science of weather forecasting, while storm chasers  
and researchers share first-hand accounts of their  
experiences in the field!

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

College Night
Friday, September 30; 5:00 – 9:00 p.m.
The Museum welcomes students back to Boston with 
free admission to our Exhibit Halls! Students can also 
purchase discounted tickets to the Butterfly Garden  
as well as IMAX®, 4-D, and Planetarium shows. 

• Valid college ID required.

•  Timed tickets to Omni, 4-D Theater, Planetarium, and  
Butterfly Garden are available at the discounted rate of $6;  
first come, first served.

•  Free Duck Tour rides; first come, first served.

•  Sponsored by MathWorks.
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Create Your Online Account!

The Museum has adopted a new database and 
ticketing system. Set up an online account linked  
to your membership and you will be able to:

• Update your contact information  

• Purchase and print your tickets at home

• Email tickets to a mobile device

•  Upon renewal you will receive electronic passes you  
can redeem online, by phone, or in person.

Log on to mos.org/my account. Enter your email 
address and create a password. On the next 
screen, enter your name as it appears on your 
membership card and click Merge Membership. 
Enter only one name, even if there are two members 
printed on your card.

Questions? Contact the membership department: 
617-589-0180, membership@mos.org.
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The Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs receive 
important support from individual members and donors like you. 
Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: 

Adult Offerings
For more information: 617-723-2500, mos.org/events. Funded 
in part by the Barbara and Malcolm L. Sherman Fund for Adult 
Programs and by the David and Marion Ellis Endowment Fund. 

SubSpace Project
Wednesdays, August 24 and September 21; 7:30 p.m. 
Plug in to your favorite musical legends as they ignite 
the Charles Hayden Planetarium in this exciting new 
monthly series. Tracks from the most celebrated icons 
fuse together with stunning visuals in the ultimate mash-
up, engulfing you in an electrifying visual playlist. The 
one and only Beyoncé shines in August, followed by the 
unique sounds of Radiohead in September!

• August 24: Beyoncé.

•  September 21: Radiohead.

• Fee: $10; purchase tickets at mos.org/events. 

Lee and Nile Albright Annual Symposium 

The Good Life
Wednesday, September 28; 7:00 p.m. 
Since 1938 researchers have been tracking the lives of 
more than 700 men to study the keys for a happy and 
healthy life. The Harvard Study of Adult Development 
is the longest study of human development ever under-
taken and now includes the subjects’ wives and children. 
Meet Dr. Robert Waldinger, the study’s director whose 
recent TEDx Beacon Street talk has been viewed over 
8.5 million times, and learn the secrets of how to live the 
truly good life.

•  Free, registration begins Monday, September 12 for members: 
mos.org/events (Wednesday, September 14 for general public).

•  Funding provided by the Lee and Nile Albright Annual Sympo-
sium Fund. Additional funding provided by the Lowell Institute.
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4   White House Recognition 

A new PreK – K curriculum being developed 

by the Museum’s Engineering is Elementary® 

(EiE®) program was recently highlighted at  

the first-ever White House Symposium on 

Early STEM Learning. The White House  

announced its commitment to advance  

early STEM learning to support the nation’s 

youngest learners and their caregivers and  

educators. The Museum is investing $425,000 

in a three-year initiative to create a research-

based PreK – K engineering curriculum for 

ages 3 to 5, building on the success of its EiE 

curriculum for grades 1 – 5, which has reached 

an estimated 10 million students.    

5   Welcome Aboard!  
After an extensive national search, the  

Museum named Todd Sperry senior vice 

president for marketing strategy and 

communications. Most recently at Arnold 

Worldwide, he has led breakthrough initiatives 

for companies such as New Balance, Volvo, 

and Fidelity Investments, and is also an avid 

ski mountaineer who once retraced the climb 

of late Museum director Brad Washburn and 

his wife Barbara up Denali (Mount McKinley). 

In his Museum role, Sperry will spearhead 

a unified communications strategy as the 

institution becomes the leading science center 

worldwide in expanding the public’s access to, 

understanding of, and critical thinking around 

engineering, technology, and the sciences.

1   High-Flying Astronomy  

Museum presenter Eric O’Dea is one of 22 

educators nationwide selected for NASA’s 

2016 Airborne Astronomy Ambassadors 

program, a unique professional development 

event designed to improve teaching methods 

and inspire students. He will work with 

astronomers conducting scientific research 

on board the Stratospheric Observatory 

for Infrared Astronomy (SOFIA), a highly 

modified Boeing 747SP jetliner. O’Dea 

will then share what he learns, the value 

of scientific research, and the science, 

technology, engineering, and math career 

paths available to students. 

2   Science with an Artist’s Eye  
Emily O’Hara, Museum senior exhibit content 

developer, was profiled on boston.com just 

as the new Yawkey Gallery on the Charles 

River made its spring debut. The article tells 

O’Hara’s story from art student to her current 

role here. As the article states, O’Hara excels 

at making complex science topics relatable 

to the general public, thanks in part to her 

artist’s eye. She also mentions that one 

trend she sees the Museum capturing is 

“more engaging in science…We’re looking at 

everyone here, not just people who are going 

to become scientists.” 

3  Museum’s Elder Statesman

At age 28, Cooper has been confirmed as the 

oldest living porcupine in North America 

by porcupine expert Uldis Roze of Queens 

College. Cooper arrived at the Museum 

in 1988 as a presumed orphan from a 

rehabilitator where he had been hand-raised. 

Because the porcupine was so acclimated 

to people, he could not be released into the 

wild. After starring in many presentations 

until his retirement, Cooper now lives 

comfortably in the Live Animal Care Center 

with Noonee, a younger female porcupine.

Museum News 
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Venture through America’s Backyard  
Treasured Lands: The US National Parks in Focus features stunning photos of all 59 parks.

Treasured Lands   On Exhibit Through September 18

Stretching from nearby Acadia in Maine to nearly the other 

side of the world in American Samoa, there are 59 national 

parks as diverse as they are visually captivating. Photographer 

QT Luong has visited them all, more than once, and captured 

their beauty over the past two decades with his large-format 

camera. His unique collection, Treasured Lands: The US  

National Parks in Focus, is now on exhibit at the Museum  

for a very limited engagement!

Featuring 59 large, color photographs, Treasured Lands  

is a tour of the nation’s backyard that includes Hawaii  

Volcanoes’s flowing lava, the fascinating Exit Glacier in 

Alaska’s Kenai Fjords, and the sawgrass prairies of the  

Florida Everglades, among many other visual treats. 

Artificial to Natural

Luong, a French native with parents from Vietnam, is an  

accomplished scientist who came to the United States in  

the 1990s to do research in artificial intelligence and image 

processing. Working near Yosemite National Park in California, 

he fell in love with it and decided to embark on a mission  

never previously completed—capturing all the parks on  

a large-format camera.

“I was interested in the individual character of each place, 

how each one represents a set of unique ecosystems, yet  

collectively, all are interrelated, interconnected like a giant 

jigsaw puzzle,” Luong says.

Celebrating the Big 1-0-0!

Luong’s collection is on display as the National Park Service 

marks its 100th anniversary. People are celebrating this  

special occasion by visiting the many parks. While you  

probably can’t see them all in person this summer, you  

can catch at least a portion of each one with a visit to the  

Museum and Treasured Lands!  

Images and exhibition courtesy of photographer QT Luong. Free with Exhibit Halls 
admission. Free for members.

Travel in  
Moving Pictures

Complete your journey  

through America’s great  

outdoors by seeing the  

IMAX® film National  

Parks Adventure in  

the Mugar Omni Theater. 



General Information

DIRECTIONS AND PARKING
•  PLAN AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the  

Museum. Please allow extra travel time or consider taking public transportation. For updates:  
mos.org/traveltips.

• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.

BOSTON DUCK TOURS
Tickets sold on the front plaza. DUCKs depart from the driveway near the T. rex. Tours run daily,  
April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. 

EVENT PLANNING
Host your next event at the Museum of Science! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck  
Catering. For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org. Members are  
eligible for special rates.

 ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the  
Teacher Partner Program: educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun and interactive Museum program to your pre K – 8 school or community center!  
For information and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org,  
mos.org/travelingprograms.
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STAY CONNECTED WITH  
THE MUSEUM COMMUNITY!  

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Member E-News at membership@mos.org@

Photo © Ashley McCabe

EXHIBIT HALLS HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS AND MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS? Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500.
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Yawkey Gallery
on the Charles River

See cover story

Coming Soon!
The most comprehensive  
Leonardo da Vinci exhibition  
to tour the world opens  
October 23.

Members see it free!
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