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Sparks!
A	Newsletter	for	Members	and	Friends	of	the	Museum	of	Science

Do you think you know everything about the Museum and have seen it all? Think again. While 

you may have viewed an IMAX® film in the Mugar Omni Theater, attended a live presentation, 

and enjoyed other well-known Museum features, there are countless additional offerings that 

may have escaped your eye. So we asked some Museum staffers—the people who walk the Exhibit Halls 

every day—what their favorite spots are. Read on, and you may learn something new!

Continued on next page 

Make New Museum Discoveries
Staff members share their favorite spaces, including some hidden treasures!

	“22	SCRAPS	OF	PAPER,”	MAKING MODELS	
Blue Wing, Level 1

In Making Models, you can engage in activities that identify, use,  
analyze, and even create models.

“Arthur Ganson’s kinetic sculpture is a fabulous example of 

how a model can support our understanding of science and 

engineering while also being a beautiful and intriguing object. 

It is a favorite component for working with teachers because 

it offers a space to consider the wide variety of models they 

encounter every day and encourages them to evaluate their use 

of models with students.” —Magdalena Rabidou, Education Resources

Inside	This	Issue	

 • Hidden Treasures 

• Wild About Weather

• Feel the Freeze in 4-D

	“22	SCRAPS	OF	PAPER,”	MAKING MODELS	Blue Wing, Level 1

GILLILAND	OBSERVATORY		Museum Garage Roof

The Gilliland Observatory features  
free seasonal viewings Fridays 8:30 – 
10:00 p.m., weather permitting. Visit  
mos.org/events (Astronomy After Hours)  
for more information.

“That little dome-shaped building  

on the parking garage is a real 

working observatory, and you can 

get great views of the Moon and 

planets on Friday evenings! The 
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Continued from cover

staff who run the Observatory are super-

excited to talk with you about anything 

in space, whether or not it’s visible that 

evening. When it’s too cloudy to observe, 

they usually lead fun space-related activi-

ties indoors.” —Julia Sable, Current Science & 

Technology

NATURAL	MYSTERIES		
Blue Wing, Lower Level

Natural Mysteries includes a reference library 
featuring thousands of interesting objects, en-
ticingly mysterious environments, and hands-on 
activities that inspire you to use the basic skill 
of classification in brand-new ways.

“Since this exhibit is a little off the beaten 

path, it is often quieter and less well-trav-

eled, encouraging reflection and observa-

tion. There’s plenty to observe—animals 

perched atop cases, drawers to open 

and shut, and, if you look very closely, a 

hidden pack rat.” —Christine Reich, Exhibit 

Development and Conservation

Museum: Then and Now chronicles how the  
Museum of Science has evolved over the last 
185 years to meet the changing needs of 
society, telling our story through artifacts and 
interactive displays.

“Then & Now is a unique exhibit where you not 

only learn about the history of the Museum 

and the plans for the future, but you also get 

a rare glimpse into some of our most prized 

artifacts from our archives.”  

—Brian Therrian, Accounting  

BE	IN	TWO	PLACES	AT	ONCE		
Main Lobby, Level 1

The main lobby features two markers noting the dividing 
line between Boston and Cambridge. Also, there is a marker 
placed on the Information Desk by the US Coast and Geo-
detic Survey showing the official elevation above sea level.

“While visiting the Museum, you can be in two places 

at once—Boston and Cambridge! Painted footsteps on 

the first floor bridge connecting the Blue and Green 

Wings mark the spot where you can place one foot in 

each city.”  —Wendy Tatarouns, Visitor Services

NEW	ENGLAND	HABITATS	
Green Wing, Level 1

New England Habitats features natural environ-
ments against backgrounds created by artist 
Francis Lee Jaques. Look closely to find little 
gremlins added by his wife, Florence.

“I have directed many visitors to this area, 

particularly those needing to use other 

senses to enjoy the Museum. It’s an area 

that shows how inclusive a museum  

can be.” —Andrew Weisman, Visitor Services

“FROZEN	SHADOWS,”		
THE	LIGHT	HOUSE		
Blue Wing, Level 2

The Light House gives you the  
opportunity to explore the science  
behind light and color. 

“Bring a little LED flashlight or the 

flashlight app on your smartphone, 

and you can draw your name on the 

phosphorescent wall!” —Sue Stoessel,  

Live Presentations

MUSEUM:	THEN	AND	NOW		
Blue Wing, Level 2
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animals of the Antarctic depend on, including the giant hump-

back whale, Adelie penguin, and seals. Frozen Planet: The 4-D 

Experience features stunning images of these ever-changing 

landscapes felt beyond the polar wilderness. 

Frozen Planet: The 4-D Experience, a BBC and BBC 
Earth production. The BBC and BBC Earth are trademarks 
of the British Broadcasting Corporation and are used 
under license. BBC logo © BBC 1996

Admission is by timed ticket only. Members receive a discount. 
Check mos.org for film schedule (4-D films run approximately  
15 minutes).

Watching a film at the Museum has long been a feast for 

the eyes and ears, and with the unveiling of the 4-D Theater 

last August, all your other senses were invited to the party. 

The new Museum feature quickly became a visitor favorite, 

and today this immersive experience featuring multisensory 

effects continues to be a hit.

The 4-D Theater offers a range of titles, including condensed 

versions of animated classics and nature films that bring 

you closer to wildlife than ever before, without actually going 

outside. Precisely timed in-theater special effects—a howling 

wind, a spritz of water, and aromatic scents filling the air, for 

example—give you the feeling of actually being in the story!

Adventure	through	Ice	and	Snow

Frozen Planet: The 4-D Experience opens  

Wednesday, September 9. 

Embark on the ultimate polar expedition and experience the 

white wildernesses of the Arctic and Antarctic as you have 

never seen them before, and may never see them again. The 

poles may seem remote, but this amazing 4-D Experience® 

investigates the dramatic impact rising temperatures will  

have not only on the people and wildlife that live there, but  

on the entire planet. 

Join the Arctic journey of polar bears as they roam the rapidly 

melting frozen surface of the sea in search of food. Then dive 

beneath the ice and discover the tiny creature that almost all 

Another Way to Thrill the Senses

The 4-D Theater is not your only immersive choice. Feel the 

action of an airplane flight or roller coaster ride when you 

embark on the recently introduced Thrill Ride 360°. These  

full-motion simulators have such a realistic feel,  

you might have to remind 

yourself you’re still 

inside the Museum!

Admission is by 
timed ticket only. 
Members receive  
a discount.

A Sense-ational Celebration
The 4-D Theater, marking its first anniversary, and Thrill Ride 360° offer interactive excitement!

Frozen	Planet:	The	4-D	Experience		Opens	September	9	in	the	4-D	Theater 

Photo © Michael Malyszko



Enjoy activities and presentations throughout the Museum 

dedicated to one of this planet’s most important—and always 

fascinating—features.

“Weather is happening all the time, 24/7,” says Dave Howells, 

manager of the Museum’s Science Central and the institu-

tion’s resident weather expert. “You may or may not be paying 

attention to it, but regardless, you are making decisions on a 

daily basis depending on the conditions and the forecasts.”

Become	a	TV	Star!

WCVB-TV meteorologists will make guest appearances in the 

Gordon Current Science & Technology Center. But in addition 

to meeting them, you’ll be able to emulate them. This is your 

chance to give the weather report in front of the television 

camera, complete with a real green screen. Perhaps this will 

be the first step toward a future career!

You’ll have plenty of opportunities to test your atmospheric 

acumen during various demonstrations, Design Challenges 

dedicated to the theme, hands-on activities, and Weather  

Wonders live presentations (where you can discover how air, 

water, and temperature combine to cause weather changes)  

on the Shapiro Family Science Live! Stage.

Also, don’t miss your chance to become a storm chaser  

with the energy-packed film Tornado Alley, showing on the 

180-degree IMAX® Dome screen in the Mugar Omni Theater 

this weekend only. Come face to face with ferocious winds, 

torrential rains, and unrelenting hail as you experience a  

tornado’s destructive power up close!

Storm	through	Space

While we only experience it here on Earth, weather is not 

restricted to this planet, and neither is this event. Several 

activities and presentations focus on conditions far beyond 

our world. 

“Weather doesn’t end with our own atmosphere, but extends 

throughout space in the atmospheres of other planets and 

interactions of the stars,” says MJ Morse, program manager 

for the Gordon Current Science & Technology Center.

Don’t miss out and join us for Wild Weather Weekend, the 

latest in a series of themed events. Museum visitors caught 

up with butterflies and caterpillars in July; upcoming topics 

include archaeology and health.  

A Wild Weekend of Weather and Fun  
Test your skills as a TV meteorologist and more during this two-day event!

Wild	Weather	Weekend	
September	26	–	27

mos.org/events    
Free with Exhibit Halls admission.  
Separate timed ticket purchase required for Omni film.

Let’s talk about the weather during the last weekend of September. But let’s also learn from experts,  

perform a weather-related Design Challenge, get an up-close view of Jupiter’s Great Red Spot, venture  

into the middle of a tornado, and even go in front of the camera just as a TV meteorologist would!

Photo © Matthew Modoono



Science at Home  
Make your own anemometer to measure the wind in your neighborhood!

Meteorologists use anemometers to measure wind speed. The most common type has a vertical 
rod with three or four arms featuring a cup at each end. The wind causes the cups to rotate, which 
in turn forces the rod to spin. The faster the wind, the more the rod spins, and the amount of 
movement is used to calculate the wind speed.

mos.org/events    
Free with Exhibit Halls admission.  
Separate timed ticket purchase required for Omni film.

Materials	Needed:

• 5 small cups 

• 2 straws

•  1 pencil  
(with unused eraser)

• Single-hole paper punch

• Scissors

• Tape

• 1 pushpin

• 1 marker

Homemade	Anemometer

1. Punch a hole below the rims of four cups. Set aside.

2.  Punch four holes below the rim of the fifth cup, making 

sure each one is equally spaced and has another hole 

directly opposite it.

3.  Slide the two straws through the holes in the cup with 

four holes. Place the end of each straw in a hole on 

one of the four other cups. Bend the straw endings and 

tape them to the cups’ insides. Make sure the opening 

of each cup faces the bottom of the cup next to it.

4.  Using the pushpin and scissors, make a hole in the 

center of the bottom of the cup with four holes.

5.   Insert the pencil with the eraser facing up through the 

bottom of the fifth cup. Carefully 

push the pin through the two 

straws and into the eraser on 

the pencil, but not too hard 

or the cups will not rotate 

properly.

6.   Draw a large X on the bottom 

of one cup.

It’s now measurement time! Take the  

anemometer outside and hold it in front  

of you in an open area. Look at the X as  

the cups spin. Count the number of  

rotations the X-marked cup makes in 10 seconds.  

Visit sercc.com/education_files/anemometer.pdf  

to see how you can convert the number to an  

approximate miles-per-hour wind speed!  

This	project	is	adapted	from	one	created	by	the	Southeast		
Regional	Climate	Center.



Calendar of Events
August – September 2015
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August September 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times:  
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org.

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance and/or 
receive discounts. 

!   Reservations are either required or  
strongly recommended. 

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit.

Building With Biology
Participate in over 15 hands-on activities  
created by engineering biologists, hear special  
presentations, and learn about the future of 
biological engineering! Also, August 2.

Book Club for the Curious
Discuss The Innovators: How a Group of 
Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Created  
the Digital Revolution by Walter Isaacson.  
Cambridge Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m.

Saturdays in Space  
Don’t miss your last chance to enjoy an out-
of-this-world interactive activity. 1:00 p.m.

13 
Thursday

29
Saturday

1 
Saturday

September Closings
September is usually less crowded than other 
months, so it’s a great time to visit.

However, Museum staff take advantage of this 
slower time to conduct exhibit and theater  
maintenance, which may close key spaces for 
several days. Closures for theaters and main 
venues are listed at mos.org/hours to help plan 
your visit.  

PLEASE NOTE: The entire Museum will be  
closed Tuesday, September 8.

Labor Day
Museum Open—This is the last day to enjoy 
our extended summer hours. Exhibit Halls are 
open 9:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m. today.

Museum Closed
The entire Museum is closed all day.

Frozen Planet:  
The 4-D Experience  Opens 

4-D Film—Embark on the ultimate polar  
expedition and experience the white wilderness 
of the Arctic and Antarctic as you have never 
seen them before! M  !  $

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Reaching Down the  
Rabbit Hole: A Renowned Neurologist Explains 
the Mystery and Drama of Brain Disease by  
Allan Ropper and Brian Burrell. Cambridge  
Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m.

College Night
Bring your valid college ID and enjoy free  
admission to our Exhibit Halls, plus discounted 
tickets to the Butterfly Garden, The Science 
Behind Pixar, and IMAX®, 4-D, and Planetari-
um shows. 5:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Wild Weather Weekend
Enjoy exciting hands-on activities and 
informative presentations. Plus, test your 
skills as a television meteorologist! Also, 
September 27.

September Sunday
Teacher partners and guests gain free access 
to the Exhibit Halls for a day of exploration. 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

7
Monday

8
Tuesday

10
Thursday

25
Friday

26
Saturday

27
Sunday

9
Wednesday



Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY),  
mos.org/exhibits. 

New! The Science Behind Pixar
This interactive exhibition showcases the science,  
technology, engineering, and math concepts used by  
the artists and computer scientists who help bring  
Pixar’s award-winning films to the big screen. 

New! Macro or Micro? Challenging our  
perceptions of scale
Observe the patterns and similarities that occur at very 
different scales in the natural world through images taken 
by satellite or with an electron microscope.

Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight, 
plants, and free-flying butterflies. 
Timed tickets required. Members  
receive a discount.

Mathematica
Created by the famous design team of Charles and Ray 
Eames, this recently refurbished timeline of mathematic 
achievements has been a Museum favorite since it 
opened here in 1981. 

Thrill Ride 360°
Take a ride on a roller coaster you design or fly an  
airplane over Boston in a new full-motion experience!  
Timed tickets required. Members receive a discount.

FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day  
every day in the Exhibit Halls. For current schedules:  
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org/daily. 

Afternoon Report
Daily; 2:30 p.m.
Join our on-stage anchor in the Gordon Current Science & 
Technology Center for a rapid-fire news report touching 
on the latest science headlines. Segments may include 
breaking news, in-depth stories, video clips, special 
guests, and reports from the field.

Generously supported by Cabot Creamery.

Photo © Tyler Trahan



World Premiere Exhibition

Gilliland Observatory
Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Astronomy After Hours
Fridays; 8:30 – 10:00 p.m.
On clear nights, view stars, planets, the Moon, and other 
astronomical phenomena from the roof of the Museum’s 
garage! On cloudy nights, tour the inside of our Observatory  
and participate in astronomy-related activities run by our 
knowledgeable staff. For more details and weather-related  
closure information, call our hotline at 617-589-0267, 
updated by 5:30 p.m. every Friday.

Charles Hayden Planetarium 

For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org. Service charge waived for members. Shows run  
approximately 35 – 45 minutes.

FEATURED SHOWS

Last Chance! Explore Pluto
Through Monday, September 7
Fly to Pluto with a Planetarium educator and learn the latest 
scientific developments, including updates from the New 
Horizons mission that passed the dwarf planet in July.

Big Bird’s Adventure:  
One World, One Sky
Journey with Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, 
Hu Hu Zhu, and learn about the Big Dipper, the North 
Star, the Sun, and the Moon.

Inside NASA: From Dream to Discovery 
Experience the extreme nature of spacecraft engineering  
and the life cycle of a space mission—from concept to 
completion! 
Produced by the Museum of Science. 

Wonders of the Night Sky
Discover the beauty and wonder of the night sky as a live 
presenter takes you on an adventure through the stars, 
constellations, and planets.

Laser Shows
Friday and Saturday evenings
Enjoy sensational light displays set to popular music!  
Our new lineup features pop icon Lady Gaga, unique 
electronic duo Daft Punk, and legendary rock band  
Pink Floyd.

Enjoy a unique, first-time look into the Pixar process, 
and explore the science and technology behind some 
of the most beloved animated films and their charac-
ters. This exhibition gives you an unparalleled view of 
the production pipeline and concepts used at Pixar 
every day. Participate in hands-on activities, listen 
to firsthand accounts from members of the studios’ 
production teams, and even come face-to-face with 
re-creations of your favorite Pixar film characters!

Purchase tickets at mos.org/pixar

This exhibition was developed by the Museum of Science, Boston  
in collaboration with Pixar Animation Studios.

Special Member Price: $5

•  Admission at the member rate is limited to the 
number of Exhibit Halls entries permitted with 
your membership level.

•  Admission is by timed ticket only. Advance  
reservations are highly recommended.

On Exhibit Through January 10



Reserve a Traveling Program

Bring the Museum to You During the  
2015 – 2016 School Year! 

Traveling Programs bring a variety of Museum 
experiences such as portable planetariums, hands-
on workshops, and exciting presentations to your 
school. With programs covering astronomy, physics, 
biology, geology, and engineering, you can enhance 
your curriculum—or simply get your students excited 
about science!

To learn more: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org.

Mugar Omni Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen. For 
showtimes, tickets, and a complete list of films now playing: 
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org. Service 
charge waived for members. Shows run approximately  
50 minutes.

Sponsored by  

FEATURED FILMS

Airplanes: A World in Flight 
Take flight across every continent, and see how aviation 
is truly one of the most extraordinary and awe-inspiring 
aspects of the modern world! 

Dinosaurs Alive!
Watch as Cretaceous creatures leap to life on the  
IMAX® Dome screen, and witness paleontology’s  
evolution, from the discovery of fossilized dinosaur  
eggs in the Gobi Desert to more recent finds in the 
American Southwest.

Humpback Whales
Join these giants of the sea on a whale-sized adventure 
as they sing, communicate, play, and care for their young.

Photo © Nicolaus Czarnecki



4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 
(TTY), mos.org. Members receive a discount. Shows run  
approximately 15 minutes. 

New! Frozen Planet: The 4-D Experience
Opens Wednesday, September 9
Embark on the ultimate polar expedition and experience the 
white wilderness of the Arctic and Antarctic as you have 
never seen them before, and may never see them again.

Frozen Planet: The 4-D Experience, a BBC and BBC Earth production. The 
BBC and BBC Earth are trademarks of the British Broadcasting Corporation 
and are used under license. BBC logo © BBC 1996

Last Chance! Planet Earth:  
Shallow Seas 4-D Experience
Through Monday, September 7
Hear the power of the ocean’s waves as they crash  
along the shoreline, and feel the salty spray as you  
surf the coast with Atlantic bottlenose dolphins.

A BBC/Discovery Channel/NHK co-production, in association  
with the CBC.

Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs 
The 4-D Experience
Get ready for an adventure of mammoth proportions – 
Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs – The 4-D Experience! 

Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs™ & © 2015 Twentieth Century Fox Film 
Corporation. All rights reserved.

Dora & Diego’s 4-D Adventure
Join your adventurous amigos on Nickelodeon’s  
high-speed, eye-popping chase from the warm  
rainforest to the icy Arctic.

© 2015 Viacom International Inc. All rights reserved. Nickelodeon and all 
related titles, logos and characters are trademarks of Viacom International Inc.

Events
For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/events.

Wild Weather Weekend
Saturday, September 26 and Sunday, September 27
Enjoy activities and presentations throughout the Museum 
focused on one of the most important features of the planet 
affecting your life—weather. WCVB-TV meteorologists will 
make guest appearances, and you will have the opportunity 
to give a weather report in front of the camera, complete 
with a real green screen. Plus, become a storm chaser 
with the film Tornado Alley, showing at the Mugar Omni 
Theater two times each day.

•  Free with Exhibit Halls admission. 

•  Omni film Tornado Alley requires separate purchase  
of timed ticket. 

Last Chance! Saturdays in Space
Join Museum educators every Saturday 
at 1:00 p.m. in the Gordon Current 
Science & Technology Center for an 
out-of-this-world interactive activity. 
August only.

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission. 



Member Tips

Use these tips for a smoother,  
more enjoyable visit:

Building With Biology:  
Activities and Conversations  
About Synthetic Biology
Saturday, August 1 and  
Sunday, August 2
Discuss the future of biological  
engineering! Participate in  
over 15 hands-on activities 
created by engineering  
biologists from all over the 
country, hear special  
presentations, and discuss  
a range of potential  
applications of  
engineering biology  
such as growing  
supplies for a  
mission to Mars,  
creating lab-engineered 
milk, environmental cleanup, and  
3-D bioprinting for new organisms or tissues.

•  Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

•  This project is supported by the National Science Foundation 
under award number 1421179.   

College Night
Friday, September 25; 5:00 – 9:00 p.m.
The Museum welcomes students to Boston  
with free admission to our Exhibit Halls! Students  
can also purchase discounted tickets to the Butterfly  
Garden and The Science Behind Pixar, as well as 
IMAX®, 4-D, and Planetarium shows.

• Valid college ID required.

•  Timed tickets to Omni, 4-D Theater, Planetarium,  
The Science Behind Pixar, and Butterfly Garden are available  
at the discounted rate of $6; first 
come, first served.

•  Free Duck Tour rides; first come, 
first served.

Remember, Exhibit Halls hours are extended  
during summer vacation:

9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
(Saturday – Thursday, July 5 – Labor Day)

Fridays: 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. (as usual)

•  Bring your current membership card for  
immediate Exhibit Halls entry as well as discounts 
in the Museum garage, store, and café.

•  Reserve tickets in advance. We’ll waive the 
handling fees. Call 617-723-2500 or visit mos.org 
just a few days before your arrival.

•  Take public transportation or have a backup 
plan for parking in case the Museum garage 
reaches capacity. See mos.org/parking for ideas.

•  Avoid peak times by arriving before 10:30 a.m. or 
after 3:00 p.m. Museum parking is first come, first 
served. Payment is by credit or debit card only. 

•  Arrive at least one hour before scheduled 
shows to allow time for parking. Late entries to 
timed shows are not permitted.

•  Visit the member specialists at the  
Membership Booth, open daily from 10:00 a.m. 
(weekends at 9:00 a.m.) until 4:00 p.m. Renew  
or upgrade your membership, purchase show  
tickets, or find information on upcoming  
member-exclusive events.

Stay Informed!

Sign up for our monthly Member E-News to 
receive member event reminders, late-breaking 
Museum news, and exclusive online offers.  
Sign up at mos.org/members.

Photo © Nicolaus Czarnecki
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The Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs receive 
important support from individual members and donors like you. 
Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   617-589-0417 (TTY)   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: 

activate

Adult Offerings

For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/events. Funded in part by the Barbara and Malcolm 
L. Sherman Fund for Adult Programs and by the David and 
Marion Ellis Endowment Fund. 

Book Club for the Curious
Thursdays, August 13 and September 10; 5:30 p.m.
Feeling inquisitive? Looking for good conversation? Love 
science and books? Free and open to the public, these 
monthly book discussions focus on science, technology, 
and their impact on society.

•  Location: Cambridge Innovation Center, One Broadway,  
14th Floor, Cambridge, MA. 

•  August 13: The Innovators: How a Group of Hackers,  
Geniuses, and Geeks Created the Digital Revolution by  
Walter Isaacson.

•  September 10: Reaching 
Down the Rabbit Hole: A  
Renowned Neurologist  
Explains the Mystery and Drama 
of Brain Disease by Allan 
Ropper and Brian Burrell.

•  Presented in partnership 
with the Cambridge  
Innovation Center.

September Sunday:  
A Free Opportunity for Educators 

Sunday, September 27; 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Which new Museum programs will support a 
teacher’s entire curriculum? September Sunday 
provides the answer!

Our Teacher Partners (and up to three guests each)  
are invited to a free day of fun, exploration, and 
learning. And we look to you, our members, to spread  
the word! Let the K – 12 teachers in your life know 
about this opportunity to find out how the Museum 
can help teachers connect to education standards 
and enhance students’ educational experiences. 
Also, learn about Museum-produced exhibitions like 
The Science Behind Pixar and The Yawkey Gallery 
on the Charles River (opening February 2016).

• Free admission to Exhibit Halls and up to two ticketed venues.

•  Registration open to Teacher Partners only:  
mos.org/professional-development.

•  Learn how to become a Teacher Partner: mos.org/teacher-partners.

Photo © Tyler Trahan
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4 		Museum	Program	Receives	Award	

The National Science Board (NSB) presented 

its 2015 Public Service Award to the Museum’s 

National Center for Technological Literacy®  

in May of this year. Museum president and  

director Ioannis Miaoulis accepted the award  

during a ceremony in Washington, DC. “The 

center’s innovative exhibits, programs, and 

curricular projects have brought engineering, 

technology, and science to millions of students 

across the country and provided teachers with 

the professional training they need for the  

21st-century classroom,” stated Internet pioneer 

Vint Cerf, chair of the NSB honorary awards 

committee (shown with Miaoulis, left).

1 		Gordon	Foundation	Gives		
$5	Million	Gift	
The Museum’s ability to transform 

engineering and technology education in 

the United States and inspire young people 

to become engineering leaders was given a 

significant boost this spring with a $5 million 

gift from The Gordon Foundation. The gift 

supports the Museum’s National Center for 

Technological Literacy® (NCTL®). Established 

by Sophia and Bernard M. Gordon (pictured), 

The Gordon Foundation became the Museum’s  

largest private donor in 2006 with its gift of 

$20 million.   

2 		Community	Partners	Visit

More than 500 people from various partner 

organizations primarily in the Greater 

Boston area recently enjoyed a free visit 

to the Museum on Community Partners 

Day. They explored the Exhibit Halls and 

enjoyed the Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed 

temporary exhibition. The Latin American 

cultural organization La Piñata showed the 

beautiful colorful weaved designs of Huipiles, 

a traditional garment worn by indigenous 

women from central Mexico to Central America, 

and the visitors had the opportunity to create 

their own Maya-inspired woven pieces.  

3 		Romance	at	the	Museum	

Museum employees Al and Bunny Watson 

met more than 20 years ago on the job 

here, and their relationship soon turned 

into a romance that led to marriage in 1996. 

Bunny, live animal curator, and Al, exhibit 

maintenance supervisor, are featured in the 

Spring 2015 issue of Newburyport Magazine. 

The article describes their shared love for 

animals at the Museum and at their home 

north of Boston, which includes two dogs, 

two cats, three birds, two frogs, two turtles, a 

guinea pig, a rabbit, six rats, and a horse.  

Museum News 
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Did	You	Know?	
Famed sculptor Theodore Barbarossa 

created the gold-leafed aluminum 

plaques (representing Astronomy, 

Energy, Industry, Man, Nature) on the 

outside Museum wall facing the Charles 

River. Museum founding director Brad 

Washburn memorably rappelled down 

the building one morning in 1963 to 

polish the sculptures, then located on the 

front of the institution.     



General Information

DIRECTIONS	AND	PARKING
•  PLAN	AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the  

Museum. Please allow extra travel time or consider taking public transportation. For updates:  
mos.org/traveltips.

• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.

BOSTON	DUCK	TOURS
Tickets sold on the front plaza. DUCKs depart from the driveway near the T. rex. Tours run daily,  
April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. Members receive a discount.

EVENT	PLANNING
Host your next event at the Museum of Science! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck  
Catering. For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org. Members are  
eligible for special rates.

	ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

EDUCATIONAL	RESOURCES
Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the  
Teacher Partner Program: educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun and interactive Museum program to your pre K – 8 school or community center!  
For information and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org,  
mos.org/travelingprograms.
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STAY	CONNECTED	WITH		
THE	MUSEUM	COMMUNITY!		

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Member E-News at mos.org/members@

Photo © Nicolaus Czarnecki

EXHIBIT	HALLS	HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS	AND	MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS?	Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500,  
617-589-0417 (TTY).
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Favorite	Spaces	

See	cover	story

This exhibition was developed by the Museum of Science, Boston in collaboration  
with Pixar Animation Studios. Image © Disney / Pixar

Local Sponsor

Members	pay	only	$5		
See calendar inside or mos.org/pixar.

Learn about the filmmaking process through  
hands-on activities inspired by some of  
Pixar’s most treasured films! 

Now	On	Exhibit




