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Sparks!
A	Newsletter	for	Members	and	Friends	of	the	Museum	of	Science

No matter what exhibit you visit in the 
Museum, they surround you. Whether 
found within the hundreds of drawers 

and cabinets in Natural Mysteries, the dioramas 
in New England Habitats, or the nostalgic displays 
of Museum of Science: Then & Now, the fascinat-
ing specimens of our natural history collections 
abound.

Consisting of more than 25,000 rocks, minerals, shells, 

fossils, eggs, skeletons, animal taxidermy, and much more, 

this compilation of authentic 

objects forms the back-

bone of the Museum’s 

natural science  

education efforts. 

Continued on next page 

Inside	This	Issue	

 •  Discovering the  
Natural World

•  A New Dimension of Fun

• Cooking with a Camera

Fossils at Your Fingertips 
Natural history comes alive with the help of the Museum’s collections department.
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A	Timeline	of	Treasures

The oldest items date back 

to the 1830s, when a handful 

of friends established the 

Boston Society of Natural 

History. The society displayed 

its combined collections in 

various temporary locations 

for three decades. Then, 

in 1864, it opened the New 

England Museum of Natural 

History in Boston’s Back 

Bay—planting the seeds for 

the institution that would 

eventually become the  

Museum of Science, Boston.



The Museum currently has an intriguing and varied selection 

of collection pieces on display. Visitor favorites include fossils, 

shells, bird specimens, and geologic artifacts such as geodes 

and moon rocks. These are used to help teach everything from 

evolution to space science.  

Outside	the	Box

The Museum of Science is no longer a collecting institution 

like its predecessor was in the 1800s. A majority of our 

natural history specimens are now used as educational 

tools, and are utilized by our staff and volunteers in 

live presentations and interpretation of our exhibits.

Some items are considered “sacrificial,” meaning that  

they remain in exhibits for visitors to observe and touch  

until worn out. One example is the selection of seashells  

that children are encouraged to handle and explore in our  

Discovery Center. Other items are displayed on a rotating  

basis to avoid deterioration through overuse.

Continued from cover. 

It	All	Adds	Up

Additions today are made very selectively, and only if they  

can be used in our current programs and exhibits. In the  

past, however, donors have occasionally offered large collec-

tions focusing on a single topic. Many such items entered  

the Museum in our early days, including our entire Colby 

Room collection, glass models of marine invertebrates  

featured in Making Models, and the exotic cats featured in 

Natural Mysteries.

“A museum’s obligation to its collection is paramount,” the 

Museum’s Code of Ethics states. “Each object is an integral 

part of a cultural or scientific composite.” Our collections 

staff take the utmost care in preserving these specimens and 

maintaining accurate records—which can be a daunting task, 

considering that some paper records date back to the 1830s. 

To effectively archive this massive amount of information, the 

department is converting these records to a digital format.

The next time you visit, you may notice that natural history  

is still a vital and integral part of the Museum. In fact, 

when you open the drawers in Natural Mysteries, 

it’s at your very fingertips!  
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Scavenger Hunt
Pull out the display cabinets in Natural Mysteries  

to uncover these peculiar items:

• Duck-billed Platypus

• Roxbury conglomerate

• Fossilized mammoth tooth

• Seahorse

• Prehistoric stone tools

Classifying lets us unlock some of nature’s most complex and fascinating 

secrets. Scientists use classification to uncover the natural world’s hidden 

patterns and meanings. How would you classify these objects?
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Dive into three fully immer-

sive film adventures in the Museum’s new 4-D 

Theater. You’ll embark on cinematic journeys with 

fantastically fun fare from Nickelodeon, Warner Bros., the 

BBC, and other leaders in entertainment. Younger visitors—

and the young at heart—may even see a few familiar faces on 

the screen! 

Planet	Earth:	Shallow	Seas	4-D	Experience
Sense the pressure, feel the perils, and smell the triumph as you 

celebrate Earth like never before!

In this epic adventure, hear the power of the ocean’s waves as 

they crash along the shoreline, and feel the salty spray as you 

surf the coast with Atlantic bottlenose dolphins in search of 

food. Glide alongside a cast of balletic sea lions as they dive 

through vast swirling bait balls of anchovy, track a mother 

humpback whale and her calf as they navigate from their 

tropical nursery to the Arctic Circle, and experience a great 

gathering of seabirds and whales.

A BBC/Discovery Channel/NHK co-production, in association with the CBC.  

PHOTOGRAPHY © Doug Perrine/naturepl.com

Dora	&	Diego’s	4-D	Adventure
Let’s catch that Robot Butterfly!

Swiper has invented a Robot Butterfly, but when he loses 

control of his creation, the Robot Butterfly begins swiping  

the homes of the animals in the rainforest. It’s up to Dora, 

Diego, Boots, and YOU to catch that Robot Butterfly. Join  

your adventurous amigos on Nickelodeon’s high-speed,  

eye-popping chase from the warm rainforest to the icy Arctic.

© 2014 Viacom International Inc. All rights reserved. Nickelodeon and all related titles, logos and  

characters are trademarks of Viacom International Inc.

Happy	Feet	4-D	Experience!
Put on your dancing shoes and boogie with Mumble the penguin!

Journey to Antarctica to meet a lively colony of Emperor  

Penguins, and watch as Mumble sets out on an adventure  

to appeal to humans to stop stealing the colony’s fish.  

Using courage and bravery, the banished Mumble soon  

realizes that his toe-tapping talent isn’t a burden, but a gift  

to be treasured—and his dancing feet may ultimately save  

his endangered colony.

HAPPY FEET and all related characters and elements are trademarks of and ©  

Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.           

(s14) 

Films You Can Feel
Three new offerings deliver family-friendly excitement to inaugurate our 4-D Theater.

4-D	Theater		|		Opens in August 

Featured in digital 3-D and brought to life with 4-D multisensory effects, these films will captivate the whole family!  

Check mos.org for film schedules. Films run approximately 15 minutes. Timed tickets required. Members receive a discount.



A Scientist in the Kitchen
Get a new view of food in the Museum’s latest temporary exhibit.

Translucent radishes float amid green lettuce 
leaves and bright pink onions; boiling water 
is frozen in time; scaly orange seeds nestle 

inside a giant blueberry; pink and purple potatoes 
glow against dark black soil.

Nathan Myhrvold’s striking photography transports you to 

what seems like an alien world. But these remarkable pictures 

show our very own food sources—from a fresh vantage point.

Through hyper-magnified shots and cutaway views that reveal 

the interiors of food and cooking implements, Myhrvold offers 

an exploration of food that is at once scientific and beautiful. 

Witness his work in our new temporary exhibit, The Photography 

of Modernist Cuisine: Images by Nathan Myhrvold.

The	Photography	of	Modernist	Cuisine		|		On Exhibit This Fall



A	Scientist’s	Perspective

In addition to his work as an accomplished scientist, inventor, 

and author, Myhrvold was formerly chief technology officer at 

Microsoft. His fascination with cooking persisted throughout 

his various careers. As a celebrated chef, he coauthored  

Modernist Cuisine: The Art and Science of Cooking, a revolution-

ary six-volume cookbook that made him an innovative voice in 

the modernist cooking movement.

He turned to the medium of photography for his newest  

culinary publication, exploring the science of how cooking 

actually works in a more accessible way. Using high-tech gear 

and inventive techniques, he and his team created powerful 

images for their book The Photography of Modernist Cuisine. 

Many of these images—some spanning six feet!—will be on 

display in the exhibit.

The	Power	of	a	Picture

“Our evolutionary ancestors saw the world long before they 

ever talked about it, so the wiring for visual perception is  

integrated with the most basic aspects of our sense of reality. 

That legacy is what gives photography and other visual arts 

their power,” writes Myhrvold.

He harnesses that power with extreme food close-ups, macro 

lenses, supermacro lenses, and even microscopes to create 

visceral images that demand your attention. He also utilizes 

technological innovations in the field of digital photography, 

including panoramic stitching and focus stacking. 

Revealing	the	Hidden	Interior

The dramatic cutaway photographs featured in this exhibit 

grant the viewer unprecedented access inside the cooking 

process.

A combination of craftsmanship, traditional photography, and 

digital software was used to capture such unexpected images 

as a boiling pot of canning jars in which pot, jars, and the 

vegetables being canned have all been sliced in half. 

The Photography of Modernist Cuisine reveals the colorful and 

surprising world of food as you have never seen it before. 

Myhrvold’s work is evidence that the intersection of science 

and art can be as beautiful as it is enlightening. The Museum 

is using this junction to enhance food education by  

exploring what we eat—and why it matters.  

Food,	Water,	and	Art
While Myhrvold’s photographs offer an inventive 

glimpse of the food we eat, artist Anne Neely’s 

exhibit Water Stories: Conversations in Paint  

and Sound explores the water we drink.

Water is easy to take for granted, but without it 

there can be no life. Neely’s paintings, comple-

mented by soundscapes from artist Halsey  

Burgund, invite inquiry into water’s unifying role in 

our world and the many ways humans affect it.

Experience this contemplative exhibit at the  

Museum, on display now.

Photos © Nathan Myhrvold, Ryan Matthew Smith/Modernist Cuisine, LLC

Photos © Stewart Clements



Calendar of Events
August – September 2014
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August September 
4-D Theater
Enjoy high-definition 3-D projection, delight 
in exciting audioscapes, and be surprised  
by precisely timed in-theater special effects 
in this immersive environment opening  
in August. $  M  

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Salt Sugar Fat: How 
the Food Giants Hooked Us by Michael Moss. 
Cambridge Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m.

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times:  
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org.

Labor Day
Museum Open—This is the last day to enjoy 
our extended summer hours. Exhibit Halls are 
open 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. today. 

GROSSOLOGY and  
2theXtreme: MathAlive! Close
Temporary Exhibits—Don’t miss your 
chance to see these two temporary exhibits 
while you can! 

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Missing Microbes: 
How the Overuse of Antibiotics Is Fueling Our 
Modern Plagues by Martin Blaser. Cambridge 
Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m.

Tapped Screening
Go behind the scenes of the unregulated and 
unseen world of the bottled water industry. 
Frederick Vom Saal, PhD, illuminates the latest 
findings during a Q&A. 7:00 p.m. M  !

Member Appreciation Night
Exclusive Member Event—Join us for a 
“sensational” after-hours extravaganza for the 
senses, and experience our Exhibit Halls from 
a whole new perspective. 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

September Sunday
Teacher Partners gain free access to the Exhibit 
Halls for a day of exploration. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. !

The Gentleman Thief
Enjoy an evening of fascinating conversation 
about human nature and how our brains work 
with sleight-of-hand artist Apollo Robbins  
and MIT neuroscientist John Gabrieli, PhD. 
Reception to follow. M  !  $

College Night
Bring your college ID and enjoy free admission 
to our Exhibit Halls, plus discounted tickets to 
the Butterfly Garden as well as IMAX®, 4-D, and 
Planetarium shows. 5:00 – 9:00 p.m.

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance and/or 
receive discounts. 

!   Reservations are either required or  
strongly recommended. 

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit.

12
Friday

11
Thursday

14
Thursday

NEW 1
Monday

September Closings
September is usually less crowded than other 
months, so it’s a great time to visit.

However, Museum staff take advantage of this 
slower time to conduct exhibit and theater main-
tenance, which may close key spaces for several 
days. Plan your visit in advance and check our 
maintenance closures at mos.org/hours.  

PLEASE NOTE: The entire Museum will be  
closed Tuesday, September 2 for a staff  
appreciation day.

14
Sunday

21
Sunday

26
Friday

24
Wednesday



4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 
(TTY), mos.org. Members receive a discount. Shows run  
approximately 15 minutes. 

New! Opens in August

Dora & Diego’s 4-D Adventure
Join your adventurous amigos on Nickelodeon’s high-
speed, eye-popping chase from the warm rainforest to 
the icy Arctic.

© 2014 Viacom International Inc. All rights reserved. Nickelodeon and all re-
lated titles, logos and characters are trademarks of Viacom International Inc.

Happy Feet 4-D Experience!
Journey to Antarctica to meet a lively colony of Emperor 
Penguins, then put on your dancing shoes and boogie 
with Mumble the penguin.

HAPPY FEET and all related characters and elements are trademarks of and © 
Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.           
(s14)

Planet Earth: Shallow Seas 4-D Experience
Hear the power of the ocean’s waves as they crash 
along the shoreline, and feel the salty spray as you surf 
the coast with Atlantic bottlenose dolphins.

A BBC/Discovery Channel/NHK co-production, in association with the 
CBC. PHOTOGRAPHY © Doug Perrine/naturepl.com

Mugar Omni Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX® Dome screen. For 
showtimes, tickets, and a complete list of films now playing: 
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org. Service 
charge waived for members. Shows run approximately  
50 minutes.

Sponsored by  

FEATURED FILMS

Pandas: The Journey Home
Get close to these captivating creatures as you learn the 
inspiring story behind their release into the wild.

Grand Canyon Adventure: River at Risk
Ride the wild rapids of the Colorado River as you  
uncover its history and learn a contemporary message  
of water conservation.
 
Journey to the South Pacific 
Set in the exotic cluster of Indonesia’s many islands, this 
film explores the region’s breathtaking ancient reefs, 
ocean life, and human stories.

FILMS YOU CAN FEEL



Charles Hayden Planetarium 
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org. Service charge waived for members. Shows run 
approximately 35 – 45 minutes.

Wonders of the Night Sky
Discover the beauty and wonder of the night sky as a live 
presenter takes you on an adventure through the stars, 
constellations, and planets.

Magic Tree House® Space Mission
Prompted by a mysterious note left in their tree house, a 
brother-and-sister duo embark on a wondrous journey of 
adventure to answer questions about space.

Explore: The Universe
Leave the Earth behind and blast off to explore our solar 
system, the Milky Way, and beyond. Journey through the 
cosmos with a Planetarium educator as your star pilot.

Moons: Worlds of Mystery
Experience the spectacular forces at work on these 
natural satellites, and discover just how complex and wild 
the solar system really is in this award-winning show. 
Produced by the Museum of Science.

Laser Shows
Friday and Saturday evenings
Enjoy sensational light displays set to popular music! 
Our lineup features legendary rockers Pink Floyd, pop 
icon Michael Jackson, and “the heaviest band in the 
world,” Led Zeppelin.

Gilliland Observatory
Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Astronomy After Hours
Fridays; 8:30 – 10:00 p.m.
Weather permitting, join us on the roof of the Museum’s 
garage for free astronomy-themed fun. On clear  
nights, you can view stars, planets, the Moon, and other 
astronomical phenomena. On cloudy nights, tour the 
inside of our Observatory, and participate in astronomy-
related activities run by our knowledgeable staff. For 
more details, and to find out if the program is running 
(early March – late November), call our hotline at  
617-589-0267, updated by 5:30 p.m. every Friday.

Opens October 12  
Member Preview October 11

Made possible with support from the National Endowment for  
the Humanities.

Uncover the rise and decline of this fascinating 
civilization—including its social, natural, and spiritual 
realms—through never-before-seen artifacts, 
hands-on activities, multimedia components, and 
re-created environments. And learn how the Maya 
people and their culture endure to this day.

COMING SOON! 

Special Member Discount

•  Admission at the member rate is limited to the 
number of Exhibit Halls entries permitted with 
your membership level.

•  Admission is by timed ticket only. Advance 
reservations are highly recommended.

Exhibit Highlights

•  Stand among towering stone monuments.

•  Discover the legend of the Maya ball game.

•  Admire colorful murals depicting war,  
celebration, and life.

•  Explore what everyday life was like through 
priceless artifacts.

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT  
TICKETS ON SALE NOW  |  mos.org/maya



Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight, plants, and 
free-flying butterflies. Timed tickets required. Members 
receive a discount.

FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day every day 
in the Exhibit Halls. For current schedules: 617-723-2500, 
617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org/daily. 

Afternoon Report
Daily; 2:30 p.m.
Join our on-stage anchor in the Gordon Current Science 
& Technology Center for a rapid-fire news report touching 
on the latest science headlines. Segments may include 
breaking news, in-depth stories, video clips, special guests, 
and reports from the field.

Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/exhibits. 

Last Chance! GROSSOLOGY:  
The (Impolite) Science of the Human Body 
Through Monday, September 1
Learn the science behind the slimy, mushy, oozy, and 
stinky functions that occur every day in our bodies in 
this exhibit based on the bestselling book series.

Last Chance! 2theXtreme: MathAlive!
Through Monday, September 1
Interact with sports, music, robotics, video games, and 
more in this immersive experience that reveals there  
is math behind everything we do!

Animals Without Passports
Follow a humpback whale’s migration from Massachusetts 
to the Caribbean—and learn about the dangers and 
threats posed along the way, both natural and  
human-made.

Hall of Human Life
Through more than 70 interactive components, you’ll 
learn the questions that scientists are asking today and 
explore for yourself how science impacts you—from the 
psychosocial to the molecular level.

Assistive Listening Devices

Now compatible with additional venues, including our new 
4-D Theater and live presentations that use amplification. 

Assistive listening devices (ALDs) allow visitors who are hard of hearing to 
participate more fully in select Museum programs and activities. The devices 
isolate and increase the volume of a desired sound, such as the soundtrack 
of a film or the voice of a presenter, without increasing background noise. 
Visitors can listen via headphones; in some cases, the sound source can be 
transmitted directly to hearing aids.

Available at the Information Desk; first come, first served.

P
ho

to
 ©

 A
sh

le
y 

M
cC

ab
e



Adult Offerings

For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/events. Funded in part by the Barbara and Malcolm 
L. Sherman Fund for Adult Programs and by the David and 
Marion Ellis Endowment Fund. 

ON BEING HUMAN

Probing the mysterious workings of our brains.

Celebrity Science Series 
A Reno Family Foundation Symposium

The Gentleman Thief 
Wednesday, September 24; 7:00 p.m.
Hailed as the greatest pickpocket in the world, Apollo 
Robbins is a sleight-of-hand artist, deception specialist, 
and “artful manipulator of awareness” (Forbes). His skills 
have garnered interest from neuroscientists, psychiatrists—
even the Department of Defense. Enjoy an interactive 
evening of fascinating conversation with Robbins and MIT 
neuroscientist John Gabrieli, PhD, about human nature 
and how our brains work. Reception to follow.

•  Fee: $25.

•  Tickets on sale beginning Tuesday, August 26 for members:  
mos.org/events (Thursday, August 28 for the general public).

•  Funding for this program provided by the Reno Family 
Foundation. Additional funding provided by the 
Barbara and Malcolm L. Sherman Fund for 
Adult Programs. 

SUSTAINING LIFE

An ongoing look at our food and water.

Tapped: Inside the Bottled Water Industry
Friday, September 12; 7:00 p.m.
This timely documentary takes you behind the scenes of the 
unregulated and unseen world of the bottled water industry, 
exposing the precarious intersection of big business and the 
public’s right to water. Frederick Vom Saal, PhD, a leading  
researcher on developmental biology and endocrine disruptors, 
illuminates the latest findings during a Q&A. You’ll never look 
at bottled water the same way again.

•  Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

•  Advance registration begins at 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, August 27 for 
members: mos.org/events (Friday, August 29 for the general public).

Let’s Talk About Food Festival featuring The  
Endless Table and The Lexicon of Sustainability
Saturday, September 27; 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
The festival’s third edition features delectable treats, edu-
cational activities, and interactive fun for adults and kids 
alike. Join the Boston community in the global conversation 
reshaping our relationship with our food, our farmers, and 
our environment, and meet Douglas Gayeton, co-creator  
of The Lexicon of Sustainability project and author, Local: 
The New Face of Food and Farming in America. 

• Location: Copley Square, Boston. 

• Free and open to the general public.

• Presented by Let’s Talk About Food and The Boston Globe.

•  Funding for The Endless Table provided by the Lowell Institute. 
Funding for the pop-up exhibit provided by the David and Marion 
Ellis Endowment Fund.

The Buzz about Bees
Wednesday, September 17; 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Local bee expert and author Noah Wilson-Rich joins Alex 
Lu, PhD to talk about bees, the causes of Colony Collapse 
Disorder, and the link between bee populations and human 
health. Enjoy lively conversation, tastings of artisanal cider 
and honey from around the world, and a chance to purchase 
Wilson-Rich’s new book, The Bee: A Natural History.

•  Location: Bantam Cider Tap Room, Union Square, Somerville. 

•  Fee: $10.

•  Tickets on sale beginning Tuesday, August 26 for members: mos.org/
events (Thursday, August 28 for the general public).

•  Funding provided by the Barbara and Malcolm L. 
Sherman Fund for Adult Programs, 

with additional support from 
Bantam Cider and Follow 

the Honey.
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Exclusive Member Events
For more information: 617-589-0180, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/members.

Member Appreciation Night: Explore the Senses
Sunday, September 14; 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Experience our Exhibit Halls from a whole new perspective!  
The theme for the night is “Explore the Senses,” celebrating 
the opening of the Museum’s new 4-D Theater. Visit the 
Take a Closer Look exhibit and discover how we sense 
and perceive the world around us. Test your own senses 
and compare them to your neighbors in the Hall of 
Human Life. Want to learn on the go? Try out our roving 
stations and live presentations in the exclusive company 
of your fellow members!

•  Entrance is limited to the number of Exhibit Halls admissions 
permitted with your membership level. Be sure to bring your 
active membership card with you.

•  For more information: mos.org/members.

Haunted Halls Weekend
Saturday, October 25 –  
Sunday, October 26
Kick off the festivities with our  
costume party, then stop by each 
day for tricks, treats, and members-
only activities. What seasonal  
surprises lurk within our wings? 
Haunt our halls all weekend long  
to find out!

•  Entrance is limited to the number of  
Exhibit Halls admissions 
permitted with your 
membership level.  
Be sure to bring 
your active  
membership card 
with you. 

•  For more  
information:  
mos.org/members.

Member Tips

•  Bring your active membership card for immediate 
Exhibit Halls entry as well as discounts in the Museum 
garage, store, and café.

•  Reserve tickets in advance. We’ll waive the handling 
fees. Call 617-723-2500 or visit mos.org just a few days 
before your arrival. 

•  Take public transportation or have a backup plan for 
parking in case the Museum garage reaches capacity. 
See mos.org/parking for ideas.

•  Avoid peak times by arriving before 10:30 a.m. or  
after 3:00 p.m. Museum parking is first come, first 
served. Garage payment is by credit or debit card only.

•  Arrive at least one hour before scheduled shows to 
allow time for parking. Late entries to timed shows are 
not permitted. 

•  Visit the member specialists at the Membership 
Booth, open daily from 10:00 a.m. (weekends at 9:00 
a.m.) until 4:00 p.m. Renew or upgrade your membership, 
purchase show tickets, or find information on upcoming 
member-exclusive events.

•  Discover a variety of hands-on activities throughout 
the Exhibit Halls on most days. Stop by the Information 
Desk or the Membership Booth for schedules (morning 
activities are usually available by 10:45 a.m.; afternoon 
activities by 1:45 p.m.).

Stay Informed!

Sign up for our monthly Member E-News to 
receive member event invitations, late-breaking 
Museum news, and exclusive online offers.  
Sign up at mos.org/members.
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The Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs receive 
important support from individual members and donors like you. 
Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council

Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   617-589-0417 (TTY)   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: 

seek

Events
For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/events.

Book Club for the Curious
Thursdays, August 14 and September 11; 5:30 p.m. 
Feeling inquisitive? Looking for good conversation?  
Love science and books? Free and open to the public, 
these monthly book discussions focus 
on science, technology, 
and their impact on society.

•  Location: Cambridge Innova-
tion Center, One Broadway, 
14th Floor, Cambridge, MA.

•  August 14: Salt Sugar Fat: 
How the Food Giants Hooked 
Us by Michael Moss.

•  September 11: Missing 
Microbes: How the Overuse 
of Antibiotics Is Fueling Our Modern 
Plagues by Martin Blaser.

•  Presented in partnership with the 
Cambridge Innovation Center.

College Night
Friday, September 26; 5:00 – 9:00 p.m.
The Museum welcomes students back to Boston with 
FREE admission to our Exhibit Halls and free parking! 
Students can also purchase discounted tickets to  
the Butterfly Garden as well as IMAX®, 4-D, and  
Planetarium shows.

•  Valid college ID required.

•  Timed tickets for Omni, 4-D Theater, Planetarium, and  
Butterfly Garden are available at the discounted rate of $5;  
first come, first served.

•  Free Duck Tour rides; first come, first served.

September Sunday:  
A Free Opportunity for Educators 

Sunday, September 21; 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Which new Museum programs will support a 
teacher’s entire curriculum? September Sunday 
provides the answer!

Our Teacher Partners (and up to three guests each) 
are invited to a free day of fun, exploration, and 
learning, and we look to you, our members, to spread 
the word! Let the K – 12 teachers in your life know 
about this opportunity to find out how the Museum 
can help teachers connect to education standards 
and enhance students’ educational experiences.

• Free admission to Exhibit Halls and up to two ticketed venues.

•  Registration open to Teacher Partners only:  
mos.org/professional-development.

•  Learn how to become a Teacher Partner: mos.org/teacher-partners.
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3 		Celebrating	Science

Last spring, 10,000 science educators from 

across the nation converged in Boston for 

the 2014 National Science Teachers Asso-

ciation conference, looking for new ways 

to educate students in science, technology, 

engineering, and math. The Museum played 

a pivotal role by highlighting the importance 

of engineering during multiple panels and 

workshops, and hosted 1,200 educators at an 

evening-long celebration of science. Teachers 

visiting the Museum participated in Design 

Challenges, explored the Hall of Human Life, 

attended Omni films, and enjoyed a taste of 

Boston in the Riverview Café.

	 4 		Giant	Pandas	on	the	Small	Screen

National Geographic’s giant-screen film  

Pandas: The Journey Home tells the heart-

warming story of China’s Wolong Panda 

Center and its efforts to ensure the survival 

of these captivating creatures in the wild.  

Prior to the film’s opening at the Museum, 

Bunny Watson, the curator of the Live  

Animal Care Center, joined WCVB-TV’s  

Chronicle to discuss the film and its endan-

gered subjects. Museum visitors can still  

witness the hijinks of baby pandas—and 

much more—during the film’s run in the  

Mugar Omni Theater.

1 		Engineering	Abroad		
A team of Museum educators traveled to the 

Netherlands in May to attend the European 

Science Center Organization Conference. 

The Museum has been collaborating with 

the European Union on a project similar to 

the components within our Engineering is 

Elementary® (EiE®) curriculum and Design 

Challenges program, namely activity units 

for classrooms and design activities for sci-

ence museums. Museum representatives 

Lydia Beall, Angela Damery, and Peter Wong 

investigated and learned from the many 

types of exhibits, programs, and partnerships 

other science museums are working on in 

Europe and elsewhere.

2 		Science	Start-Up	Success		
Tumblehome Learning, a science publisher 

start-up that includes Museum director of 

university relations Peter Wong, won two 

awards in a competition hosted by Society 

for Science and the Public. The Science Play 

and Research Kit (SPARK) challenge had 

participants develop projects that “spark” 

children’s imagination and interest in sci-

ence and technology. Wong’s team included 

co-founders Pendred Noyce, the Museum’s 

2013 Star of STEM awardee, and Barnas 

Monteith, who was inspired by Museum 

Dino Digs in the early 1990s to research  

paleontology. They created the SenSay  

Sensor System (shown here), which uses 

sound, light, and graphs in a novel way to 

engage kids in data gathering and analysis.

Museum News 
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Did	You	Know?	
The Museum’s Engineering 
Design Workshop, home to 
our drop-in Design Challenges 
program, has introduced more 
than 500,000 visitors to the 
engineering design process 
since its inception in 2003. 



General Information

DIRECTIONS	AND	PARKING
•  PLAN	AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the  

Museum. Please allow extra travel time or consider taking public transportation.  
For updates: mos.org/traveltips.

• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. 
  Members receive a discount.

BOSTON	DUCK	TOURS
Tickets sold in the Red Wing, near the Mugar Omni Theater. DUCKs depart from the driveway  
near the T. rex. Tours run daily, April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825,  
bostonducktours.com. Members receive a discount.

EVENT	PLANNING
Host your next event at the Museum of Science! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck  
Catering. For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org. Members are 
eligible for special rates.

	ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

EDUCATIONAL	RESOURCES
Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the  
Teacher Partner Program: educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun and interactive Museum program to your pre K – 8 school or community center!  
For information and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org,  
mos.org/travelingprograms.
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STAY	CONNECTED	WITH		
THE	MUSEUM	COMMUNITY!		

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Member E-News at mos.org/members@

IMAGINE.	INNOVATE.	INSPIRE.		Support The Campaign for the Museum of Science. 
For more information: 617-589-0181, mos.org/campaign.

Photo © Nicolaus Czarnecki

EXHIBIT	HALLS	HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS	AND	MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information:  
617-589-0180, membership@mos.org,  
mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS?	Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500,  
617-589-0417 (TTY)
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Museum	of	(Natural)	Science	

See	cover	story

EXHIBIT	OPENS	OCTOBER	12	
Member Preview October 11
Uncover the rise and decline of this  
fascinating civilization through its social, 
natural, and spiritual realms.

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT 
Tickets	on	sale	now!	
Discounted tickets available for members.


