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Sparks!
A	Newsletter	for	Members	and	Friends	of	the	Museum	of	Science

It’s a typical late weekend morning on the 
Museum’s Shapiro Family Science Live! 
Stage as an educator delivers an animated 

reading of the children’s book Armadillo Ray by 
John Beifuss. The Museum’s youngest visitors 
listen enthusiastically to this story featuring the 
title character asking questions about the Moon’s 
changing shapes. When the story ends, the learning 
has just begun in this session of For Preschoolers: 
Live Animal Story Time!

Armadillo	Takes	the	Stage!

The presenter asks the children questions about the Moon 

and armadillos—many of them intentionally silly, allowing 

the youngsters to show off their knowledge and practice their 

Continued on next page 

Stories for Little Scientists
Animal tales spark curiosity about science in the Museum’s youngest visitors.

emerging science skills. Next comes the most exciting part— 

a real armadillo enters the stage 

and brings the story to life! 

The children ask  

questions and learn 

about this animal. 

Touching is not 

allowed, but the 

curious bunch 

can put their 

hands all 

over a puppet 

version, whose 

appearance brings 

the session to  

a close.

Inside	This	Issue	

 • Little Scientists, Big Fun 

• Chills and Thrills

• Night(s) at the Museum
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“Live Animal Story Time is specially designed with the physical and cognitive needs of 

our youngest visitors in mind,” says Becki Kipling, program manager of the Museum’s 

Discovery Center. “Early childhood and live presentations staff are excited by the  

chance to work with each other, bringing science and literature together in this unique 

interactive experience for families.”

Many	Tales	to	Tell

At least 12 different stories are featured in this program, including well-known  

classics Armadillo Ray and Henny Penny by Vivian French as well as Museum-created 

new favorites such as Adventures of Sammy the Gecko. Each story includes a different 

animal that has an adventure while trying to make sense of the world around it.

For Preschoolers: Live Animal Story Time was created in 2012 and is designed for  

children ages three to six, although early learners up to age eight are welcome, as  

are their accompanying grownups. Some presenters tell the stories in theater-like 

fashion with puppets and movement, while others share them in a traditional reading- 

from-the-book manner. “We saw an opportunity to address the 

science learning needs specific to a growing segment of our 

audience—preschoolers and their caregivers—in an engaging 

and fun way!” says senior education associate Sue Stoessel.

Focus	on	the	Goals

Program goals include cultivating age-appropriate  

engagement, building science observation and  

questioning skills, and helping young children learn 

the social rules for interacting appropriately with each 

other in a live presentation setting. 

The Museum’s youngest visitors will have a great time 

and learn a lot with For Preschoolers: Live Animal Story Time, 

presented every Saturday, Sunday, and Monday at 10:30 a.m. 

 on the Museum’s Shapiro Family Science Live! Stage,  

Green Wing, Lower Level. Check mos.org for 

schedule updates.  

Some titles featured in this program can be found in the Museum Store.

Continued from cover

More Fun for  
the Young! 

Science	Fest	for	Young	Ones, 
including two Live Animal Story Time 

presentations, is part of the Cambridge 

Science Festival. Saturday, April 25; 9:30 

a.m. –  2:00 p.m. See calendar for details.

Discovery	Center:	Interpreters 

engage children and their caregivers 

in activities, experiments, and  

conversations. Red Wing, Level 1. 

Little	Scientists: Discovery Center 

educators lead hands-on activities and 

experiments throughout the Exhibit 

Halls! Check Information Desk for daily 

program times and locations. 

Big	Bird’s	Adventure:	One	
World,	One	Sky: Planetarium show 

satisfies children’s curiosity through  

basic astronomy concepts in a lively, 

age-appropriate format. Red Wing, Level 1. 

Dora	&	Diego’s	4-D	Adventure:	
4-D Theater film showcases those 

adventurous amigos on Nickelodeon’s 

high-speed, eye-popping chase from the 

warm rainforest to the icy Arctic.

© 2015 Viacom International Inc. All rights 
reserved. Nickelodeon and all related titles, 
logos and characters are trademarks of 
Viacom International Inc.

Learn more at mos.org, and find out 

what’s happening on a given day in 

front of the Discovery Center.

Photo © Tyler Trahan



Jump into the pilot’s seat, and control an airplane from 

takeoff to landing as you fly over Boston. Or design your own 

roller coaster, and then enjoy a fantastic adventure as you drop 

more than 100 feet and travel through loops and tunnels at 

record speed. These are just some of the exciting experiences 

in store with the Museum’s new Thrill Ride 360° simulators! 

“Experiencing the laws of nature and the way our technology 

has to obey those laws is a great way to truly understand 

them,” says Robin Doty, manager of the Museum’s Mugar 

Omni Theater, 4-D Theater, and simulator attractions. “To do 

that you need to involve the entire body. Our new Thrill Ride 

360° lets visitors feel some of the basic forces in nature for 

themselves and have fun doing it.”

Through	the	Clouds	Above	the	Hub

The Fly Over Boston option lets you and a friend control one 

of three aircraft on local flights —a Grumman Goose float-

plane over Boston Harbor, or a Boeing 737 or twin-engine 

Beechcraft Baron taking off from Logan Airport. The capsule 

features visuals produced by Microsoft along with full-motion, 

360-degree pitch, roll, and spin technology and a 5.1-surround 

sound system.

Create	Your	Own	Adrenaline	Rush

With the Roller Coaster option, you and a friend can go along 

for the realistic ride, and enjoy the thrilling twists and turns 

of a variety of pre-designed adventures. Or you can design 

your own journey by combining different pieces of track to 

create your own custom thrill ride.

When you get into your 

seat, the full-motion action 

sends you soaring, spiraling, 

plunging, and twisting along 

the virtual track. See every 

loop, leap, and lunge 

on the large 

1080P high-

definition screen 

inside the capsule 

and in 3-D.

Be sure to visit the Red Wing 

Atrium and enjoy the ultimate adventure 

where you are in charge!  

Admission is by timed ticket only, available at Museum box  
office, Membership Booth, and at Thrill Ride 360°. Members  
receive a discount.

You Control the Action!
New Thrill Ride 360° lets you fly a plane or enjoy the action of a  
roller coaster ride you design.

Thrill	Ride	360°			Now Open in the Atrium, Red Wing, Level 1 

GRUMMAN		
GOOSE



A day at the Museum is always filled with fun, learning, and more. But the explorations and  

discoveries usually end when the Museum closes. However, with our members-only events,  

your enjoyment continues well into the evening hours. A few of those special occasions are  

on the horizon with Member Appreciation Night and your choice of two Member Overnights.

Fascinated with Fossils

Fossils are the theme for the upcoming Member Appreciation 

Night on Sunday, May 17 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. You and 

fellow members can enjoy exclusive activities and programs 

featuring nature’s ancient record keepers, which give you a 

window into animal and plant life from long, long ago—in 

many cases before humans were even on the radar.

The evening includes members-only access to the Exhibit 

Halls, where you can enjoy all the Museum has to offer in  

a less crowded setting. Brace yourself for a multisensory  

experience with complimentary tickets to the 4-D Theater,  

or witness beautiful visuals with a free visit to the Butterfly 

Garden. Overlooking the Charles River, this tropical oasis 

hosts a variety of species from New England and many other 

areas. You might even be lucky enough to see a new butterfly 

crawl out of its chrysalis!

Member Appreciation Night   
Sunday, May 17

Appreciation Night Details

• Admission is free and parking is complimentary. 

•  Entrance is limited to the number of Exhibit Halls admissions  
permitted with your membership level. 

• Be sure to bring your active membership card with you. 

•  Grab & Go meal options will be available in the Riverview Café 
until 7:30 p.m. 

•  Butterfly Garden and 4-D Theater tickets are first come,  
first served.

Museum Lights up at Night  
for Members  After-hours adventures feature plenty of action!



Sleep Among the Dinosaurs!

Bring your sleeping bag for a Museum experience you 

thought only existed in the movies…with a Member Over-

night! Before you go to sleep—possibly next to Triceratops 

Cliff or another of our iconic attractions—enjoy exclusive 

members-only programming, nearly empty Exhibit Halls, 

and a late-night Lightning! show. Wake up the next morning 

to a larger-than-life film under the 180-degree IMAX® Dome 

screen in the Mugar Omni Theater!

Overnight Details

This program is for elementary-school-age children  

(ages 6 – 13) and the adults who accompany them. 

•  Fee: $50 per person. Advance registration is required.  
Space is limited; first come, first served.

•  Tickets go on sale April 7 for Premier members; April 9  
for Basic members.

•  Dinner options: Bring your own meal or visit the Riverview Café 
for Grab & Go sandwiches and drinks.

•  Check-in is 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. The program officially ends at 
11:00 a.m. the next day. The overnight parking rate is $5. 

•  Confirmation letters are sent along with your overnight “survival 
guide” to help you prepare for an engaging and successful stay. 

Letters include information on when to arrive, what to bring,  
activities schedule, and more.

•  For more information, contact the membership department:  
617-589-0180.

Overnight Rules

To ensure a safe and enjoyable time for all:

•  Children must be accompanied by  
adult chaperones at all times. A  
minimum of one chaperone per five  
children is required. Chaperones  
must be age 21 or older.

•  Anyone under the influence or in  
possession of alcohol or drugs will  
be required to leave.

•  Inappropriate behavior (including,  
but not limited to, ignoring guidelines  
or engaging in acts of aggression)  
will be grounds for dismissal.  

Photos © Nicolaus Czarnecki

Member Overnight   
Friday, June 19 or Saturday, June 27



Calendar of Events
April – May 2015
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April May 
Depression, Suicide, and Resilience
Join leading researchers for a discussion 
about depression and how patients can 
experience relief. 7:00 p.m. !      

Beyond the Telescope:  
Supernova Forensics 
Explore the spectacular deaths of stars with 
supernova expert Dr. Alicia Soderberg in the 
Charles Hayden Planetarium. 7:00 p.m. $  

Nano Days
Special Event—Take part in the biggest 
celebration for the “smallest” science as you 
explore nanoscale science throughout the 
Exhibit Halls. 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Boston Marathon® Days
Special Event—Learn how the human body 
adapts to meet the demands of endurance 
sports. Also, April 12, 18, and 19.

The Science Behind the Stars
Attend the Museum’s annual fundraising 
gala. 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. !   $  

Cambridge Science Festival  Begins
Citywide Event—Activities and presenta-
tions showcase the city’s position at the 
forefront of science. Through April 26. 

School Vacation Week  Begins
Extended Exhibit Halls Hours: 
April 18 – 23 and 25: 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
April 24: 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

J-Walt's Spontaneous Fantasia
Enjoy a virtual reality where 3-D dancing 
figures and landscapes are designed from 
scratch in real time under the Planetarium’s 
dome. !  $  

Eating Bottles, Drinking Clouds, and 
Texting Your Evening Meal
Embark on a sensorial adventure at David 
Edwards’s newest culture lab. Café Art-
Science and Le Laboratoire Cambridge, 650 
East Kendall Street, Cambridge. 6:30 p.m. 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Information is subject to change.  
Please confirm all dates and times:  
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org.

Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed Closes
See this fascinating exhibit before it leaves! 
Also, visit the Planetarium to view Tales of the 
Maya Skies and the Mugar Omni Theater to 
catch Mystery of the Maya on their last day. 
M  !  $  

Alive Inside: Music As Medicine
Enjoy a screening and provocative discussion 
with leading Harvard researchers to explore 
music and the mind, the brain's plasticity, and 
the power of music to heal. 7:00 p.m. M   !   

Book Club for the Curious
Join a discussion about Being Mortal: Medicine 
and What Matters in the End by Atul Gawande. 
Cambridge Innovation Center. 5:30 p.m. Also 
Thursday, April 9: The Accidental Universe: The 
World You Thought You Knew by Alan Lightman.  

Member Appreciation Night: Fossils
Exclusive Member Night—Exhibit Halls  
stay open for our special guests: you, our 
members! 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

SYMBOL KEY

M   Members may reserve tickets in advance and/or 
receive discounts. 

!   Reservations are either required or  
strongly recommended. 

$  A fee is associated with this event or exhibit.
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Exhibit Halls 
For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY),  
mos.org/exhibits. 

Last Chance! Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed
Through Sunday, May 3
Experience a true cross-section of Maya life, from the 
majesty of divine kings to the everyday life of artisans 
and laborers.

The Photography of Modernist Cuisine
Accomplished scientist, author, and photographer Nathan 
Myhrvold reveals the colorful and surprising world of 
food through hyper-magnified and cutaway views.

Butterfly Garden
Explore a living exhibit filled with sunlight, plants, and 
free-flying butterflies. Timed tickets required. Members 
receive a discount.

New! Thrill Ride 360°
Take a ride on a roller coaster you design or fly an 
airplane over Boston in a new full-motion experience! 
Timed tickets required. Discounts available for members.

FEATURED PRESENTATION

Live presentations are offered throughout the day  
every day in the Exhibit Halls. For current schedules:  
617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org/daily. 

Afternoon Report
Daily; 2:30 p.m.
Join our on-stage anchor in the Gordon Current Science 
& Technology Center for a rapid-fire news report 
touching on the latest science headlines. Segments 
may include breaking news, in-depth stories, video 
clips, special guests, and reports from the field.

Sign Up for Summer Courses!

Looking for stimulating fun for your kids this summer?  
Sign up for a week (or more!) of science courses running 
July 6 – August 14.

Students entering grades 1 – 8 may choose from morning 
or afternoon classes, or create a full day of fun!

• For more information and to register: mos.org/courses.

•  Summer courses are offered early to Museum members. Not a 
member? Join today: 617-723-2500, mos.org/members.

Photo © Treleven Photography
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4-D Theater
For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 
(TTY), mos.org. Members receive a discount. Shows run  
approximately 15 minutes. 

New! Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs 
The 4-D Experience
Opens Friday, April 17
Get ready for an adventure of mammoth proportions – 
Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs – The 4-D Experience! 

Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs™ & © 2015 Twentieth Century Fox Film 
Corporation. All rights reserved.

Dora & Diego’s 4-D Adventure
Join your adventurous amigos on Nickelodeon’s  
high-speed, eye-popping chase from the warm  
rainforest to the icy Arctic.
© 2015 Viacom International Inc. All rights reserved. Nickelodeon and all 
related titles, logos and characters are trademarks of Viacom International Inc.

Planet Earth: Shallow Seas 4-D Experience
Hear the power of the ocean’s waves as they crash  
along the shoreline, and feel the salty spray as you  
surf the coast with Atlantic bottlenose dolphins.

A BBC/Discovery Channel/NHK co-production, in association with the CBC. 

Mugar Omni  
Theater
Featuring New England’s only IMAX® Dome 
screen. For showtimes, tickets, and a complete list 
of films now playing: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 
(TTY), mos.org. Service charge waived for members. 
Shows run approximately 50 minutes.

Sponsored by  

FEATURED FILMS

New! Airplanes: A World in Flight 
Opens Friday, April 17
Take flight across every continent, and see how aviation 
is truly one of the most extraordinary and awe-inspiring 
aspects of the modern world! 

Humpback Whales
Join these giants of the sea on a whale-sized adventure 
as they sing, communicate, play, and care for their young.

Last Chance! Mystery of the Maya
Through Sunday, May 3
Trek through the jungles of Mexico and Guatemala to 
arrive at impressive ancient ruins. Then, investigate the  
clues that can be found at these important historic sites. 

Made possible with support from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Don’t wait to uncover the rise and decline of this 
fascinating civilization through never-before-seen 
artifacts, hands-on activities, and more!

LAST CHANCE!  On Exhibit Through May 3

Purchase tickets at mos.org/maya

Special Member Price: $5

•  Admission at the member rate is limited to 
the number of Exhibit Halls entries permitted 
with your membership level.

•  Admission is by timed ticket only. Advance 
reservations are highly recommended.



Adult Offerings

For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/events. Funded in part by the Barbara and Malcolm 
L. Sherman Fund for Adult Programs and by the David and 
Marion Ellis Endowment Fund. 

ON BEING HUMAN

Probing the mysterious workings of our brains.

Depression, Suicide, and Resilience
Wednesday, April 1; 7:00 p.m.
Leading researchers from McLean Hospital and Harvard 
Medical School discuss depression, which the World 
Health Organization says is the leading cause of dis-
ability throughout the world. Venture into the world of 
depression and to the forefront of techniques that may 
reduce its pervasiveness, the incidence of suicide, and 
an increase in well-being. 

• Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute. 

• Register in advance at mos.org/events. 

•  Co-presented in partnership with the Conte Center at Harvard.

Gilliland Observatory
Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Astronomy After Hours
Fridays; 8:30 – 10:00 p.m.
On clear nights, view stars, planets, the Moon, and other 
astronomical phenomena from the roof of the Museum’s 
garage! On cloudy nights, tour the inside of our Observa-
tory and participate in astronomy-related activities run  
by our knowledgeable staff. For more details and  
weather-related closure information, call our hotline at 
617-589-0267, updated by 5:30 p.m. every Friday.

Help Us  

KEEP CLIFF
Triceratops Cliff came to the Museum in 2008 as 
an exhibit on loan for seven years. We now have  
the opportunity to give Cliff a permanent home 
here. Please join others in the community and  
help us raise $850,000 by June 30 to keep Cliff! 

To donate,visit mos.org/keepcliff, text CLIFF to 41444, 
visit the Museum Store, or mail donations to: Advancement 
Division, Museum of Science, 1 Science Park, Boston, MA 
02114-1099.

Charles Hayden Planetarium 

For showtimes and tickets: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org. Service charge waived for members. Shows run  
approximately 35 – 45 minutes.

FEATURED SHOWS

Inside NASA: From Dream to Discovery 
Experience the extreme nature of spacecraft engineer-
ing and the life cycle of a space mission—from concept 
to completion! 
Produced by the Museum of Science. 

Big Bird’s Adventure: One World, One Sky
Journey with Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, 
Hu Hu Zhu, and learn about the Big Dipper, the North 
Star, the Sun, and the Moon.

Last Chance! Tales of the Maya Skies
Through Sunday, May 3
Learn how science, art, and mythology connected the 
Maya to the universe as you immerse yourself in the  
beauty of Chichen Itza, Mexico. 
A Chabot Space & Science Center production. Major funding provided  
by the National Science Foundation. 

Explore: The Universe
Leave the Earth behind and blast off to explore our solar 
system, the Milky Way, and beyond. Journey through the 
cosmos with a Planetarium educator as your star pilot.

Laser Shows
Friday and Saturday evenings
Enjoy sensational light displays set to popular music!  
Our lineup features legendary rockers Pink Floyd and  
pop icon Michael Jackson.



Alive Inside: Music As Medicine
Wednesday, May 6; 7:00 p.m.
The documentary Alive Inside depicts the revitalizing of 
Alzheimer’s and dementia patients through music. Join a 
screening and discussion with Harvard Medical School 
researchers to explore music and the mind, the brain’s 
plasticity, and the power of music to heal.  

•  Free, thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.  
Additional funding provided by the Richard S. Morse Fund. 

•  Advance registration begins at 9:00 a.m., Monday, April 20 
for members: mos.org/events (Wednesday, April 22 for the 
general public).

•  Co-presented in partnership with the Conte Center at Harvard. 

WHEN SCIENCE MEETS ART

Shattering the boundaries between art, science, and technology.

J-Walt’s Spontaneous Fantasia 
Tuesday, April 21; 6:30 p.m.
Take a journey through the fantastic worlds of interactive 
art and performance. Sample a virtual reality where 3-D 
dancing figures and landscapes are designed in real time 
under the Planetarium’s dome. This immersive musical 
and visual experience is created by J-Walt, a performer, 
filmmaker, graphic artist, and composer. 

• Fee: $15.

• Purchase tickets in advance at mos.org/events.

Celebrity Science Series 
A Reno Family Foundation Symposium

Eating Bottles, Drinking Clouds, and Texting  
Your Evening Meal
Wednesday, April 29; 6:30 p.m.
Join us for an evening of discovery with David Edwards, 
PhD, the inventor whose artscience experiments are 
becoming cultural game-changers. Embark on a senso-
rial adventure at his newest culture lab. Sip poetic clouds 
of intense flavor from Le Whaf, explore olfactory music 
with the magical oPhone, and drink water out of flavorful, 
nutrient-rich WikiFood packaging. Contribute your own 
ideas to sensorial trends that will change our world! 

•  Location: Café ArtScience and Le Laboratoire Cambridge,  
650 East Kendall St., Cambridge.

• Fee: $35.

• Purchase tickets in advance at mos.org/events.

•  Funding for this program provided by the Reno Family  
Foundation Fund. Additional funding provided the Barbara  
and Malcolm L. Sherman Fund for Adult Programs.

AND MORE

Find even more offerings at mos.org/events.

The Science Behind the Stars
Tuesday, April 14; 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Join us in the Blue Wing to show your support for the 
Museum! Enjoy a gala evening of food, drink, and fun 
interactive experiences as we toast the 2015 Star of 
STEM—Microsoft. Dan’l Lewin, Microsoft’s corporate  
vice president for technology and civic engagement,  
will accept the award. 

•  For more information: 617-589-0185,  
thesciencebehind@mos.org, mos.org/thesciencebehind.

•  Fee: Individual tickets start at $300, including dinner and 
evening program. Sponsorship levels start at $3,000.

Help Us  

KEEP CLIFF

Enroll in One-Step and Save

Make membership an even better value! 

With One-Step, we renew your membership annually 
at a 10% discount. We'll send you a reminder each 
year so you can make changes to your membership 
before the renewal is processed. Members can enroll 
in the One-Step Program up to four months before 
their expiration date and may cancel at any time. 

Ensure that your benefits are never interrupted—call 
the membership department at 617-589-0180 to 
sign up today!
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Member Tips

Special Hours

Exhibit Halls hours are extended during  
school vacation week:

April 18 – 23 and 25: 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

April 24: 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. (as usual)

Use these member tips for a smoother, more 
enjoyable visit during this busy time:

•  Bring your current membership card for fast 
Exhibit Halls entry and discounts in the Museum 
garage, store, and café.

•  Reserve tickets in advance. We’ll waive the  
handling fees. Call 617-723-2500 or visit mos.org 
just a few days before your arrival. 

•  Take public transportation or have a backup 
plan for parking in case the Museum garage 
reaches capacity. See mos.org/parking for ideas.

•  Avoid peak times by arriving before 10:30 a.m. or 
after 3:00 p.m. Museum parking is first come, first 
served. Payment is by credit or debit card only. 

•  Arrive at least one hour before scheduled 
shows to allow time for parking. Late entries to 
timed shows are not permitted.

•  Visit the member specialists at the Member-
ship Booth, open daily from 10:00 a.m. (weekends 
at 9:00 a.m.) until 4:00 p.m. Renew or upgrade your 
membership, purchase show tickets, or find infor-
mation on upcoming member-exclusive events.

Stay Informed!

Sign up for our monthly Member E-News to 
receive member event reminders, late-breaking 
Museum news, and exclusive online offers.  
Subscribe at mos.org/members.

Exclusive  
Member Events
For more information: 617-589-0180,  
617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org/members

Member Appreciation Night: Fossils
Sunday, May 17; 6:00 — 9:00 p.m. 
Enjoy a members-only journey through the Exhibit Halls 
in a prime-time, fossil-themed event. Enjoy exclusive 
activities and programs featuring nature’s ancient record 
keepers, plus take advantage of free admission to the 
Butterfly Garden and 4-D Theater!

• Free with complimentary parking. No reservations required.

•  Entrance is limited to the number of Exhibit Halls admissions 
permitted with your membership level. Be sure to bring your 
active membership card with you.

•  Butterfly Garden and 4-D Theater tickets are first come, first 
served.

• For more information: mos.org/members.

Let’s Celebrate July 4th!
Ticket Sales Start in April 
Celebrate the Fourth of July with family entertainment, 
science activities, and the Boston Pops Concert live via 
radio, capped by fireworks over the Charles River.  
The annual members-only event takes place on the  
Museum’s garage roof, one of the city’s best vantage 
points. Detailed ticketing and ordering information  
available on mos.org in late April.

•  Ticket availability is limited to the number of Exhibit Halls 
admissions permitted with your membership level.

•  Tickets go on sale for Discoverers and Explorers Thursday, 
April 30; Premier Level members Tuesday, May 5; and Basic 
Level members Thursday, May 7.

•  All tickets are sold first come, first served. Tickets will not be 
available for purchase on the day of the event.

Photo © Nicolaus Czarnecki
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The Museum’s exhibitions and educational programs receive 
important support from individual members and donors like you. 
Additional support provided by: 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council

Media Partner

Museum of Science   617-723-2500   617-589-0417 (TTY)   mos.org

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
Premier Partners: 

connect

Events
For more information: 617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), 
mos.org/events.

Boston Marathon® Days 
Saturdays, April 11 and 18, and Sundays, April 12 and 
19; during regular Exhibit Halls hours
Learn the science behind long-distance running from 
Museum staff and volunteers, guest speakers, and 
biology-related components in the Hall of Human Life. 
On race day (Monday, April 20), watch a live feed of the 
race—and try to spot the Museum’s marathon runners! 
Following Marathon Monday, Traveling Programs will  
visit communities along the race route; check your  
local library.

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission. 

•  For more information: mos.org/events. For information  
on the Museum’s Boston Marathon® fundraising team:  
team.mos.org/marathon.

Nano Days
Saturday, April 4; 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Imagine, discover, and explore a world too small to see. 
Celebrate nanoscale science with us, and enjoy activi-
ties throughout the Exhibit Halls, including The Amazing 
Nano Brothers Juggling Show, guest researcher presen-
tations, and hands-on activities.

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

•  For more information: mos.org/nanodays.

Live in the Lab
Select Saturdays in April and May;  
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Help us try a new program! Join Museum staff in the 
Suit/Cabot Lab (Red Wing, Lower Level) for a Saturday 
morning laboratory investigation workshop using real 
laboratory tools and techniques. Upcoming topics include 
Investigating DNA and Life Under a Microscope.  
Recommended for ages 7 and up. 

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

•  Pre-registration required. See mos.org/events to check on 
available dates and email ehi-requests@mos.org with preferred 
dates and number of participants.

Meet Astronaut Chris Cassidy
Sunday, April 19; 2:30 p.m.
Meet the man who was part of shuttle mission STS-127 
and the International Space Station crew on Expedition 
35. Chris Cassidy has spent 181 days in space, including 
five space walks. Learn about being an astronaut and 
living in space.

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission. 

Cambridge Science Festival
Friday, April 17 – Sunday, April 26
Did you know that the world’s largest air-insulated Van 
de Graaff generator (star of our famous Lightning! 
show) was developed in Cambridge? Learn about this 
and more during the Cambridge Science Festival, which 
showcases science, technology, engineering, and math in 
one of the strongest hubs of STEM in the United States! 
Although only half the Museum is located in Cambridge, 
the whole institution will be abuzz with activities. 

• Free with Exhibit Halls admission. 

•  For more information: mos.org/events and  
cambridgesciencefestival.org.

Science Fest for Young Ones
Saturday, April 25; 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Enjoy a day of hands-on science fun designed especially 
for preschoolers! Activities include the Museum’s popular 
For Preschoolers: Live Animal Story Time presentations 
and a talk about baby animals with a book signing by 
children’s author Suzi Eszterhas. Drop in on special live 
animal visits and activities, as well as design challenges 
and lab activities! Recommended for 
ages 4 – 8.

•  Free with Exhibit Halls admission.

•  Part of the  
Cambridge  
Science 
Festival.
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4   Education Program Expands 

The award-winning Engineering is Elementary® 

(EIE®) program, developed by the Museum’s 

National Center for Technological Literacy® 

(NCTL®) has reached schools on domestic and 

Pacific Region US military bases thanks to 

two Department of Defense Education Activity 

(DoDEA) contracts awarded via project manage-

ment partner IBSS Corporation. Twenty-three 

DoDEA domestic and 28 Pacific schools have 

begun implementing the curriculum, which 

integrates engineering and technology with  

science, language arts, social studies, and math 

for elementary students through storybooks 

featuring hands-on design activities. 

5   Green Summit Features Former Intern

Wheelock College senior Allie Goyette, former 

Live Animal Care Center intern, participated  

in the Presidential Summit on Climate Lead-

ership in Boston. The event featured leaders 

from colleges and universities throughout the 

nation who focused on “ways to strengthen 

campus climate action and sustainability  

initiatives,” among other topics. Goyette  

created Wheelock’s first eco-club and received 

a National Science Foundation STEM  

scholarship for promising individuals  

pursuing a degree in a STEM-related field.  

She majors in environmental studies with  

a minor in sustainability.

1   Galactic Grant Competition 
Last fall, Museum president Ioannis 

Miaoulis welcomed then-governor Deval 

Patrick, leaders from the Massachusetts Life 

Sciences Center (MLSC) and the Center 

for the Advancement of Science in Space 

(CASIS), and astronaut Dan Tani (pictured) 

to the Blue Wing to announce a first-of-its-

kind grant competition to fund innovative 

industry research and STEM initiatives for 

Massachusetts schools. The press conference 

attracted media attention from across the 

region, including the Boston Herald, NPR, 

and the Boston Globe.   

2   Mommy Niri Visits Museum

Nirasha Jaganath, also known as Mommy 

Niri, wrote on the popular mommyniri.com  

website about her family’s after-hours visit 

to the Museum via the Overnight Program. 

Jaganath wrote, “The nice thing about the 

sleepover is that the place is not so crowded, 

so your kids feel like they can do everything, 

and trust me they will want to!” Among 

the experiences the family enjoyed was the 

Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed exhibition, 

which she called a “must see.” See story 

inside for more about the Overnight Program.

3   Running for a Cause 

Veteran Boston Marathon runner Chinh 

Pham will take the 26.2-mile challenge 

April 20 for the fifth time to support the 

Museum’s Traveling Programs. A member  

of the Museum’s board of overseers and  

a long-time supporter of the institution,  

Pham is a partner with the law firm 

Greenberg Traurig and co-leads its  

Emerging Technology Practice Group. Since 

2010, Museum runners have raised more 

than $480,000 for Traveling Programs, 

which bring science programs to schools 

throughout New England. Support the 

runners at team.mos.org/marathon.

Museum News 
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Did You Know? 
The Museum is available for private 

events. Host a wedding, business 

meeting, and more at our premier 

location along the Charles River! 

Special rates for members. Call  
617-589-0125 for more information.



General Information

DIRECTIONS AND PARKING
•  PLAN AHEAD  A state project on the Longfellow Bridge is rerouting traffic in front of the  

Museum. Please allow extra travel time or consider taking public transportation. For updates:  
mos.org/traveltips.

• Address  1 Science Park, Boston, MA 02114
• Detailed Directions  mos.org/directions 
• Parking  Museum garage parking is available first come, first served. Members receive a discount.

BOSTON DUCK TOURS
Tickets sold on the front plaza. DUCKs depart from the driveway near the T. rex. Tours run daily,  
April – November. For reservations: 617-267-3825, bostonducktours.com. Members receive a discount.

EVENT PLANNING
Host your next event at the Museum of Science! Food services provided by Wolfgang Puck  
Catering. For information: 617-589-0125 (Monday – Friday), events@mos.org. Members are  
eligible for special rates.

 ACCESSIBILITY
For information or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org,  
mos.org/accessibility. Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
Field Trips

For information about Museum field trips and other opportunities for educators, such as the  
Teacher Partner Program: educator-email@mos.org, mos.org/educators.

Traveling Programs

Bring a fun and interactive Museum program to your pre K – 8 school or community center!  
For information and reservations: 617-589-0354, travelingprograms@mos.org,  
mos.org/travelingprograms.
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STAY CONNECTED WITH  
THE MUSEUM COMMUNITY!  

For updates, special offers, and fun science:

Member E-News at mos.org/members@

IMAGINE. INNOVATE. INSPIRE. Support The Campaign for the Museum of Science. 
For more information: 617-589-0181, mos.org/campaign.

Photo © Nicolaus Czarnecki

EXHIBIT HALLS HOURS

•   Saturday – Thursday   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(Open until 7:00 p.m. July 5 – Labor Day)

•  Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve   
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

•  Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day   
Closed

Subject to change and extended during 
Massachusetts school vacations. For  
updates: mos.org/hours.

TICKETS AND MEMBERSHIP

Advance reservations recommended.  
For current prices and to purchase  
tickets: mos.org. 

For membership information: 617-589-0180, 
membership@mos.org, mos.org/members.

QUESTIONS? Call Science  
Central at 617-723-2500,  
617-589-0417 (TTY).
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Stories for Little Scientists  

See cover story

LAST CHANCE! 
Exhibit Closes May 3 
STILL ONLY $5 FOR MEMBERS!


