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Among the myriad   
distractions careening toward 
us each day, we choose where 
to focus our attention and 
how to expend our energy. It is 
through the prisms we create 
that our beliefs, actions, and 
lifestyles emerge. Journey with 
us on provocative explorations 
of attention itself, the workings 
of our brains, and the forces 
that sustain life, both within 
and outside our bodies.
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The Photography of Modernist Cuisine:  
Images by Nathan Myhrvold  
Opens October in the Exhibit Halls

Admission Free with Exhibit Halls entry

The Photography of Modernist Cuisine: Images by Nathan Myhrvold reveals the colorful and  

surprising world of food as you have never seen it before. Accomplished scientist, author, and  

photographer Nathan Myhrvold uses hyper-magnified shots and cutaway views of food and  

cooking implements to offer a fresh perspective on familiar food sources. His work is evidence  

that the intersection of science and art can be as beautiful as it is enlightening. 

Photos © Nathan Myhrvold, Ryan Mattew Smith/Modernist Cuisine, LLC; courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 

SUSTAINING 
LIFE  
An ongoing look at our food and water.

Nathan Myhrvold on Innovation 

Saturday, November 22; 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
Admission Free with Exhibit Halls entry 

See Nathan Myhrvold in person in the Gordon Current  
Science & Technology Center! Get inspired by Myhrvold  
as he is interviewed about innovation in technology,  
food, and photography.
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Tapped: Inside the Bottled  
Water Industry 
Friday, September 12; 7:00 p.m. 

Admission Free

Introduction and Q&A with Frederick vom Saal, PhD,  

curators’ professor, division of biological sciences, University 

of Missouri-Columbia 

Is access to clean drinking water a basic human right, or a 

commodity to be bought and sold like other articles of com-

merce? The film Tapped takes us behind the scenes into the 

unregulated and unseen world of the bottled water industry, 

exposing the precarious intersection of big business and 

the public’s right to water. Dr. Frederick vom Saal, a leader in 

developmental biology and endocrine disruptors, illuminates the 

connection between plastics, Bisphenol A (BPA), and human 

disease. You’ll never look at bottled water the same way again.

Advance registration begins at 9:00 a.m., Friday, August 29  

(Wednesday, August 27 for Museum members) at mos.org/events.

This program is free thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Photos © courtesy Bullfrog Films

The Buzz about Bees
Wednesday, September 17; 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Bantam Cider, 40 Merriam Street, Somerville

Admission $10

Noah Wilson-Rich, PhD, founder and chief scientist, Best 

Bees Company | Chensheng (Alex) Lu, PhD, associate  

professor of environmental exposure biology, Harvard  

School of Public Health

Celebrate the arrival of fall with cider, honey, and a book  

signing! Local bee expert and author Noah Wilson-Rich, PhD, 

and Alex Lu, PhD, will talk about the 20,000 species of bees 

that exist today, the causes of Colony Collapse Disorder, and 

the link between neonicotinoid pesticides, bee populations, and human health. Venture to the  

Bantam Cider Tap Room in Somerville for artisanal cider tastings, honey from around the world,  

and a chance to purchase Wilson-Rich’s new book, The Bee: A Natural History.

Tickets on sale beginning Thursday, August 28 (Tuesday, August 26 for Museum members). Purchase tickets 

in advance at mos.org/events.

Funding for this program provided by the Barbara and Malcolm L. Sherman Fund for Adult Programs. 

With additional support from                                     and
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Let’s Talk About Food Festival
Saturday, September 27; 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Copley Square, Boston
Admission Free

Featuring the Endless Table and the Lexicon of Sustainability Pop-Up Exhibit

Join foodies, experts, and your neighbors at the Let’s Talk About Food Festival for a day of  

engagement and conversation about our changing food system. Let’s break bread and come together 

to learn more about how what we eat affects our bodies, our planet, our economy, and our future.

At our Endless Table, seekers and experts will discuss provocative questions and lively points about 

food technology, food waste, fisheries and aquaculture, labels and marketing, agriculture, and 

childhood obesity. Come meet some of Boston’s most knowledgeable minds and hear how they are 

transforming the ways that we grow, make, and share our foods. 

At the Lexicon of Sustainability pop-up exhibit, learn the vocabulary of sustainable agriculture 

through Douglas Gayeton’s “information art” photo collages. Gayeton, co-creator of the Lexicon of 

Sustainability project (photographs, exhibits, short films, and books), will be at the festival to meet 

attendees and sign his new book, Local: The New Face of Food and Farming in America. 

Join us for a dialogue about how we as a community can affect the future of food! 

Presented in collaboration with                            and 

Funding for the Endless Table provided by the Lowell Institute. 

Support for the pop-up exhibit at the festival provided by the  
David and Marion Ellis Endowment Fund  
and 
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Water Stories: Conversations in Paint and Sound 
On Exhibit Through January 4 

Admission Free with Exhibit Halls entry

“I think and write about water every day, but in experiencing your work, I’m taken to the  

emotional core of it all. I’ve not seen the many dimensions of water captured so beautifully,  

creatively, and fully.” —Sandra Postel, Freshwater Fellow, National Geographic Society

Water—our most precious resource. Easy to take for granted, but without it, there can be no life. 

Industrial practices, human behaviors, and climate change have caused unquestionable problems 

for the future of our water supply. Through paint and sound, artist Anne Neely, in collaboration with 

sound artist Halsey Burgund, focuses our attention on stories unfolding today. Neely invites us to 

look, listen, and explore water’s role in our world and the many ways humans affect it.

Funding for this exhibit provided by Friends of Water Stories.

Artist Talk & Gallery Walk
Wednesday, October 1; 7:00 p.m.

Admission Free

Anne Neely, artist; finalist for the Prix de Rome and the  

Massachusetts Cultural Council Artist Fellowship | Shafiqul  

Islam, PhD, director, Water Diplomacy Initiative; professor of civil 

and environmental engineering and professor of water diplomacy 

at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University

Join artist Anne Neely for a journey into her painting process and 

the making of Water Stories: Conversations in Paint and Sound. 

Professor “Shafik” Islam will also share his insights into water  

issues and actions we can all take. Then walk through the gallery and experience the exhibit, 

including audioscapes designed by sound artist Halsey Burgund. Stories are the root of  

Neely’s paintings, her passion about water, and her discoveries about this invaluable resource. 

Advance registration begins at 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, September 17 (Monday, September 15 for Museum 

members) at mos.org/events. 

This program is free thanks to the generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Photos © Stewart Clements
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CELEBRITY SCIENCE SERIES
A Reno Family Foundation Symposium 

The Gentleman Thief 
Wednesday, September 24; 7:00 p.m.
Admission $25 (includes post-program  

reception)

Apollo Robbins, theatrical pickpocket and 

master of misdirection | John D. E. Gabrieli, 

PhD, Grover Hermann Professor in health 

sciences and technology; professor of brain 

and cognitive sciences; co-director, Clini-

cal Research Center; director, Athinoula A. 

Martinos Center for Biomedical Imaging at the 

McGovern Institute for Brain Research, MIT 

Hailed as the greatest pickpocket in the world, 

Apollo Robbins is a sleight-of-hand artist, 

deception specialist, and “artful manipulator of 

awareness” (Forbes). He tells his “target” that 

he is about to steal from them, and does so right in front of their eyes. During an encounter with 

Jimmy Carter’s Secret Service detail in 2001, Robbins emptied the agents’ pockets of just about 

everything but their guns: their watches, rings, badges, a copy of Carter’s itinerary, and the keys to 

the Carter motorcade! 

Robbins’s skill with proximity manipulation, diversion techniques, and attention control has garnered 

interest from neuroscientists, psychiatrists, even the Department of Defense. Dare to join Robbins 

for an interactive evening and a fascinating conversation with MIT neuroscientist John Gabrieli 

about human nature and how our brains work. Reception to follow with hors d’oeuvres, cash bar, 

and more visual fun by magician Wally Napier and members of the MIT student chapter of the  

Optical Society of America (OSA) and the International Society for Optical Engineering (SPIE) .

Tickets on sale beginning Thursday, August 28 (Tuesday, August 26 for Museum members). Purchase tickets 

in advance at mos.org/events.

Funding for this program provided by the Reno Family Foundation Fund.

ON BEING HUMAN 
Probing the mysterious workings  
of our brains.

Photos © Douglas Sonders Photography



9

LEE AND NILE ALBRIGHT ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 

Sleep, Memory, and Dreams: How Your Brain 
Keeps Working All Night 
Wednesday, November 5; 7:00 p.m.  

Admission Free

Robert Stickgold, PhD, associate professor of psychiatry at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 

Center and Harvard Medical School

Titans of industry from Thomas Edison to Yahoo CEO Marissa Mayer credit the ability to function 

on four hours of sleep as integral to their success. What if, however, extended wakefulness actually 

deprives the brain rather than sustains it? Recent research suggests that some of our most vital 

neurobiological functions—our brains’ household chores—take place while we are sleeping and 

dreaming. Join us to investigate the tireless work that goes into making us feel refreshed.

Advance registration begins at 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, October 22 (Monday, October 20 for Museum mem-

bers) at mos.org/events.

Funding provided by the Lee and Nile Albright Annual Symposium Fund. Additional funding provided  
by the Lowell Institute.

Smell Bar: Chemical Rearrangements 
Weekends in October, November, and December; 1:00 p.m. 

Admission Free with Exhibit Halls entry

What do the smells of pineapple and sweaty socks have in common? They are molecules with  

the same chemical formula—arranged differently! Come to the Smell Bar in the Gordon Current  

Science & Technology Center and celebrate your own amazing sense of smell as we encounter  

the effects of chemical rearrangements and their odors.  

Smell Bar sponsored in part by 
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Cosmic Loops: Music Beneath the Stars
Thursday, October 16; 7:15 p.m.   
Admission $15 

Ian Ethan, composer/musician | Eugene Friesen, composer/musician

As you soar through nebulas, galaxies, and star systems in the immersive space under the Charles 

Hayden Planetarium’s dome, live music with simple beginnings builds layer upon layer into an 

intricate universe of musical loops created by masters of an evocative style. Acoustic double-neck 

guitarist Ian Ethan fluidly combines a staggering variety of self-invented playing techniques neces-

sitated by his multi-layered compositions, further expanded using real-time live looping technology 

with no pre-recorded sounds. Ian and four-time Grammy Award-winning cellist Eugene Friesen 

take the music into new dimensions in a rare duo performance. Experience this unique combina-

tion of live music complemented by the Planetarium team’s stunning visions on the dome overhead. 

Tickets on sale beginning Thursday, August 28 (Tuesday, August 26 for Museum members).  

Purchase tickets in advance at mos.org/events.

UNIVERSAL  
WONDERS 
Adventures into worlds near and far.
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From Dream to Discovery:  
Inside NASA Engineering
Opens December in the Charles Hayden Planetarium
Admission $10, $9, $8 (adult, senior, child)

Experience the challenges of the next generation of space exploration in this new Planetarium 

show developed at the Museum of Science. By using exciting, real-life projects like NASA’s James 

Webb Space Telescope and the New Horizons mission to Pluto, the show highlights the extreme 

nature of spacecraft engineering and the lifecycle of a space mission—from design and construc-

tion to the rigors of testing, launch, and operations. Blast off and take the voyage with us! 

Earth, Asteroids, and the Beyond:  
A Citizen Forum for NASA’s Asteroid Initiative 
Saturday, November 15; 9:00 a.m.

What should we do to protect Earth from the threat of an asteroid impact? How do we detect  

asteroids, and where do the gaps and vulnerabilities lie? Should we harvest asteroids in deep 

space for potential monetary benefit and to test our capacity to build a pathway to Mars and 

beyond? How should we balance costs, risks, and benefits? How should we make decisions, and 

what do these issues mean for different stakeholders? We want to hear from people just like you 

to reflect, deliberate, and share your views about these fascinating questions! This is an exciting 

chance for you to take part in a day of deliberation that will offer input from a diverse group of  

everyday citizens to the decision-makers who are shaping the future of America’s space program. 

100 applicants representing diverse backgrounds will be chosen to participate in this stimulating 

citizen consultation. A stipend of $100 will be provided to those who are selected.  

Please apply online at ecastnetwork.org by Wednesday, October 1—participants who are selected will be 

notified and provided with more details about the event.  

This project is being organized in partnership with                            and

Photos courtesy of NASA
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 Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed
Opens Sunday, October 12 in the Exhibit Halls 
Admission (includes Exhibit Halls entry) $29, $27, $25 (adult, senior, child)  
$5 for Members 

The ruined cities of the ancient Maya have captured our imaginations since news of their  

discovery in the jungles of Central America in the mid-19th centrury. Uncover the rise and decline 

of this majestic civilization—including its social, natural, and spiritual realms—through never-before-

seen artifacts, hands-on activities, multimedia components, and re-created environments.

More than a thousand years ago, the Maya built elaborate cities without modern machinery  

or even the wheel; they communicated using one of the world’s first written languages; they  

measured time accurately using complicated calendar systems; and they had an advanced  

understanding of astronomy and agriculture. 

Experience a cross-section of Maya life, from divine kings to the  

artisans and laborers who formed the backbone of society. And  

learn how the Maya people and their culture endure to this day. 

Made possible with support from the National Endowment  
for the Humanities.

Maya: Hidden Worlds Revealed is presented in both English and Spanish.

WORLD 
TREASURES
Lessons from the past.

Photo © President and Fellows of Harvard College, Peabody Museum ofArchaeology and Ethnology, 10-71-20/C7679, 98600128
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Tales of the Maya Skies 
Opens Saturday, October 11 in the Charles Hayden Planetarium 

Admission $10, $9, $8 (adult, senior, child)

Immerse yourself in the beauty of Chichén Itzá, Mexico, and listen to the story of the ancient 

Maya civilization. With unprecedented realism, Tales of the Maya Skies immerses the audience 

in Maya science, art, and mythology, using full-dome digital technology to transport you back 

into their world. Produced by Chabot Space & Science Center.

Mystery of the Maya
Opens Friday, October 10 in the Mugar Omni Theater 
Admission $10, $9, $8 (adult, senior, child)

Told through a modern-day archaeologist and a young Maya descendant who explore  

ruins and legends to unlock the secrets of the past, Mystery of the Maya takes you on a 

breathtaking trip through their culture and history. You will feel as if you are actually there  

as you witness archaeologist Alberto Ruz’s 1952 discovery of a secret burial tomb deep  

inside Palenque’s Temple of the Inscriptions.

Galapagos
Opens Friday, October 10 in the Mugar Omni Theater 

Admission $10, $9, $8 (adult, senior, child)

Presented by the Smithsonian Institution and IMAX® Ltd, Galapagos vividly documents an 

eight-week expedition to the islands and surrounding waters. Part adventure, part scientific 

expedition, part personal quest, and part fantastic voyage, this film takes you on a journey  

with marine biologist Dr. Carole Baldwin, from the Smithsonian Institution’s Museum of  

Natural History, on her first trip to the famed Galapagos Islands. 

An immersive cinematic experience, Galapagos delves deep into the largely unknown  

waters surrounding the volcanic archipelago to explore the natural wonders of a realm  

that is truly a living natural science laboratory. 

Mystery of the Maya and Galapagos are sponsored by

Photos at top © Stéphane Guisard, ‘Los Cielos de America; © Kenneth Garrett
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Planet Earth: Shallow Seas 4-D Experience 
Now Showing in the 4-D Theater 
Admission $6, $5.50, $5 (adult, senior, child) with Exhibit Halls entry

In this epic adventure, hear the power of the ocean’s waves 

as they crash along the shoreline, and feel the salty spray 

as you surf the coast with Atlantic bottlenose dolphins in 

search of food. Glide alongside a cast of balletic sea lions as 

they dive through vast swirling bait balls of anchovy, track a 

mother humpback whale and her calf as they navigate from 

their tropical nursery to the Arctic Circle, and experience a 

great gathering of seabirds and whales. Sense the pressure, 

feel the perils, and smell the triumph as you celebrate Earth 

as never before! 

A BBC/Discovery Channel/NHK co-production,  
in association with the CBC. Photography © Peter Scoones;  
© Erin Falcone 

AND MORE… 
With events popping up throughout the season, 

the Museum has something for everyone. 
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Battery-Based Society
Sunday, October 5; 12:30 p.m.
Admission Free with Exhibit Halls entry

Batteries have gotten smaller and more effective as our technologies push the limits of 

portable energy. Hear from a panel of researchers in the field as they reflect on the future of 

batteries and environmental sustainability, and join in the discussion yourself. 

Sponsored in part by the National Science Foundation.

Assistive Technology Clothing Design 
Saturdays in October; 12:30 p.m.
Admission Free with Exhibit Halls entry

Join us for a sneak peek at prototype designs for assistive clothing. Celebrate the collabora-

tive work between engineers, occupational therapists, and designers who participated in an 

innovative summer program at MIT called Open Style Lab. After ten weeks of working closely 

with each other and a client with disabilities, teams will present their experiences, processes, 

and designs. Check out creations that are both fashionable and functional.  



Sunday, October 5; 12:30 p.m.    

Battery-Based Society
And More   |   Free with Exhibit Halls entry

Thursday, October 16; 7:15 p.m.  

Cosmic Loops:  
Music Beneath the Stars 
Universal Wonders  |  $15

Wednesday, November 5; 7:00 p.m.

Sleep, Memory, and Dreams: How  
Your Brain Keeps Working All Night 
On Being Human  |  Free

Saturday, November 15; 9:00 a.m.

Earth, Asteroids, and the Beyond:  
A Citizen Forum for NASA’s  
Asteroid Initiative 
Universal Wonders  |  Free 

Saturday, November 22;  
11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

Nathan Myhrvold on Innovation  
Sustaining Life  |  Free with Exhibit Halls entry 

Friday, September 12; 7:00 p.m. 

Tapped: Inside the  
Bottled Water Industry
Sustaining Life  |  Free

Wednesday, September 17; 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

The Buzz about Bees  
Sustaining Life  |  $10

Wednesday, September 24; 7:00 p.m. 

The Gentleman Thief 
On Being Human  |  $25

Saturday, September 27; 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Let’s Talk About Food Festival:  
Endless Table and the Lexicon  
of Sustainability Pop-Up Exhibit 
Sustaining Life |  Free

Wednesday, October 1; 7:00 p.m.

Artist Talk & Gallery Walk
Sustaining Life |  Free

16

AT A GLANCE 
Dates and times are subject to change. For up-to-date information: 

617-723-2500, 617-589-0417 (TTY), mos.org/events.
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To guarantee seating, many of our free programs for adults offer  
advance registration. The link to register is found on each event listing page at  

mos.org/events. Registration for each program begins at 9:00 a.m. two weeks prior to the 

event date. On the day of the program, please check in at the lobby starting one hour prior 

to the program start time to claim your seating pass. Any seating passes not claimed 15 

minutes before the program will be released to walk-in visitors. If you have questions, or 

to make a reservation over the phone, please contact Science Central at 617-723-2500, 

open daily 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

MEMBER BENEFIT: Museum of Science members can register for the free programs  

in advance of the general public.

WALK-IN VISITORS: A limited number of passes will be available for walk-in visitors on 

the evening of a free program: first come, first served. While we suggest using the advance 

registration system to guarantee a seating pass, in the event that online registration has 

been maximized, we are usually able to accommodate everyone who would like to attend. 

Purchase Tickets:

Purchase tickets at the Museum box office, by phone at 617-723-2500,  
or online at mos.org/events.

Adult offerings are funded in part by the Barbara and Malcolm L. Sherman Fund for Adult Programs  
and by the David and Marion Ellis Endowment Fund.

For information about accessibility in the Museum: mos.org/accessibility. For  
questions or accommodation requests: 617-589-3102, accessibility@mos.org.  
Please request ASL interpreters at least two weeks in advance.

The Museum of Science gratefully acknowledges the support of our Premier Partners: 

Media Partner

ADVANCE REGISTRATION 
makes it easier for you to sign up for Museum programs.
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Thursday, October 23; 6:00 p.m. 

Museum of Science, Boston

Since 1964, the Museum of Science has presented the Bradford 

Washburn Award to those who have made an outstanding contribution 

toward public understanding and appreciation of science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics. Among the long list of distinguished 

past recipients are Jacques Cousteau, Atul Gawande, Jane Goodall, 

Walter Cronkite, Alan Alda, and Neil deGrasse Tyson. 

2014 AWARDEES

Sir Timothy Berners-Lee

Inventor of the World Wide Web and the Founders Chair Professor 

at MIT’s Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory

Michael R. Bloomberg

Former Mayor of New York City, founder of Bloomberg L.P., and 

recently named U.N. Special Envoy for Cities and Climate Change

Richard Saul Wurman

Creator of TED, Co-Creator of the Urban Observatory, and the  

Distinguished Professor of Practice at Northeastern University’s  

College of Arts, Media and Design

BUILDING A  
PHILANTHROPIC COMMUNITY
Honoring leaders in science communications.

Anniversary 

Bradford 
Washburn 
AWARD

50th
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The Museum’s adult offerings are a campaign funding priority, and charitable support  

from members and friends in the community helps to ensure robust programming at  

little to no cost. We hope you will consider making a tax-deductible campaign gift in  

support of these programs. For more information, please contact Jim Kraus at  

617-589-0181 or jkraus@mos.org.

Sponsor Packages Available Now

Presenting Sponsor: $100,000

The Museum seeks a Presenting Sponsor to partner 

on a luncheon, Water Stories private reception, and 

the evening awards ceremony. Presenting Sponsor 

benefits furnished upon request.

Peak Sponsor: $50,000

• 10 event tickets

• Name/logo recognition on event website

•  Recognition from podium during evening  
presentation

•  Name/logo recognition on all event signage— 
digital and print

•  Water Stories private reception featuring past 
Washburn Award recipients

•  A complimentary copy of Understanding  
Healthcare by Richard Saul Wurman

•  A complimentary copy of Washburn Award  
commemorative book 

Summiteer Sponsor: $25,000

• 10 event tickets

• Name/logo recognition on event website

•  Name/logo recognition on all event signage— 
digital and print

•  Water Stories private reception featuring past 
Washburn Award recipients

•  A complimentary copy of Understanding  
Healthcare by Richard Saul Wurman 

•  A complimentary copy of Washburn Award  
commemorative book

Founder Sponsor: $10,000

• 8 event tickets

•  Name/logo recognition on all event  
signage—digital and print

•  Water Stories private reception featuring past 
Washburn Award recipients

•  A complimentary copy of Understanding  
Healthcare by Richard Saul Wurman 

•  A complimentary copy of Washburn Award  
commemorative book

Mountaineer Sponsor: $5,000

• 6 event tickets

•  Name/logo recognition on all event signage— 
digital and print

•  A complimentary copy of Understanding  
Healthcare by Richard Saul Wurman 

•  A complimentary copy of Washburn Award  
commemorative book 

Cartographer Sponsor: $3,000

• 4 event tickets

•  Name/logo recognition on all event signage— 
digital and print

•  A complimentary copy of Washburn Award  
commemorative book

Individual Ticket: $250

For sponsor packages, please contact the special 

events office at 617-589-0185; rsvp@mos.org. 

Visit mos.org/washburnaward for more information.

Media Sponsor



Photos © Nathan Myhrvold, Ryan Mattew Smith/Modernist Cuisine, LLC; © Kenneth Garrett                                                                 MAR-14-6275
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