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We are excited to start our 19th year of Traveling Programs at the 

museum of Science. Last year we brought our exciting, educational 

programs to more students and families than ever before—driving over 

68,000 miles to reach over 100,000 people. This year, as always, we are 

developing new programs and demonstrations so we can continue to 

bring innovative, captivating teaching to your site with offerings that 

engage children’s interest in and passion for science. We hope we can 

visit your site this year—whether it’s for the tenth time or the very first!

We recognize the fiscal challenges that your organization may face 

in the current economy and are committed to making our programs 

accessible to all. We offer a large variety of discounts, including 10% off 

for all programs in October and November. We also provide partial  

or full scholarships for qualifying sites, thanks to the generous support  

of the organizations listed on page 4. This aid can apply to program  

fees, mileage fees, or both. Last year we awarded scholarships to almost 

25% of our customers, and I encourage you to review page 4 and visit 

our website for more details on our saving options. 

– Mike Adams 
   Manager, Traveling Programs

Photos © Aylin Cetik, © Nicolaus Czarnecki, © TMP Images 
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Preview videos  
Now AvAilAble!
Want more information about  

a particular Traveling Program?  

Our new promotional videos, available in 

.mp4 format, will show you snapshots of  

a program from start to finish, with  

descriptions of the demonstrations and 

other comprehensive information. Preview 

videos are available for most programs. 

To request a video, email us at  

travelingprograms@mos.org. 
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Savings and Scholarships

fall discounts
School groups get a 10% discount on program fees when we visit them in October or November!

multiple-reservation discount  
A parent-teacher group member, teacher, or principal who books multiple full-price reservations for 

school groups will receive a 10% discount on the program fees starting with the fourth reservation.

massachusetts vacation Week discount
Out-of-state or private school groups receive a 10% discount on program fees if we visit them during 

either the February (18 – 21) or April (22 – 25) Massachusetts vacation weeks.

Same-day discounts
When coordinated schedules allow us to visit two schools on the same day (for example, a Reading 

school in the morning followed by a Wakefield school in the afternoon), each reservation will get  

a 10% discount on program fees. Limited to single-session reservations, usually the same program 

at each school. Live animal programs are excluded from this discount.

Note: Discounts cannot be combined.

Scholarships
Generous Museum supporters allow us to provide limited partial- or full-scholarship support for 

school programs, public libraries, and some youth organizations. Each type of organization must 

fulfill eligibility criteria. For criteria and application forms, please visit mos.org/travelingprograms.

Abbot and Dorothy Stevens Foundation

Boston Athletic Association

Hermann Foundation

Jane & Neil Pappalardo Fund

Traveling Programs are made possible by the generous support of:

Lowell Institute

MetLife Foundation

William Randolph Hearst Foundation
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Which program is the best for you? School group programs are designed  

to embellish curriculum and are grade-appropriate for individual grades or small ranges of grades.  

Two programs are also appropriate for Preschool-Age groups as young as four years. Youth/Scout 

group programs can be booked by camps, Boy and Girl Scout groups, and other organizations with 

a wide range of school-age children. library programs work well for families, and Special event 

programs can visit evening events at schools and some other types of special events.

Program grade Type

can be booked by:

Pageschool 
Groups

Preschool-
Age 

Groups

Youth/
scout 
Groups

libraries
special 
event 

organizers

dig into dinosaurs pre K – 2 iNt ● ● ● ● ● 6

engineering: bridges Workshop pre K – 2 iNt ● ● ● ● ● 6

Animal habitats K – 2 Pres ● 7

life cycles K – 2 Pres ● 7

observing Air & flight K – 2 Pres ● ● ● 7

observing electricity & magnets K – 2 Pres ● ● ● 8

STArlAb: lower elementary K – 2 iMM ● 8

States of matter 2 – 5 Pres ● 8

Animal Adaptations 3 – 5 Pres ● 9

geology: rock detectives 3 – 5 iNt ● 9

motion: forces & Work 3 – 5 Pres ● 10

now hear This:  
The Sound of Science

3 – 5 Pres ● ● ● ● 10

STArlAb: upper elementary 3 – 5 iMM ● 11

Weather: Wind, Water  
& Temperature

3 – 5 Pres ● 11

electromagnetism 3 – 6 Pres ● 11

engineering: Windmills Workshop 4 – 6 iNt ● ● ● ● 12

heat & Temperature 6 – 8 Pres ● 12

motion: Speed, velocity  
& Acceleration

6 – 8 Pres ● 13

STArlAb: middle School 6 – 8 iMM ● 13

Animal invaders: Sharing Spaces K – Adult Pres ● ● ● 14

night Sky K – Adult iMM ● ● ● 14

one Sky, many Stories K – Adult iMM ● ● ● 14

reptiles K – Adult Pres ● ● ● 15

rockets: There and back Again K – Adult iNt ● ● ● 15

Science magic K – Adult Pres ● ● ● 15

Super-cold Science K – Adult Pres ● ● ● 15

KeY: 

  Type of Program:

	 immersive Program 
Transforms the immediate environment  
using large-scale materials and models.

	 interactive Program 
A workshop involving hands-on activities.

												Presentation 
Includes demonstrations of unique  
devices or live animals. Ideally suited  
to large groups (50+ participants).

IMM

INT

PRES

Program Selection
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Available Programs

dig into dinosaurs Grades pre K – 2  

●  Can be booked by school groups, preschool-age groups, youth/scout groups, libraries, and 
special event organizers.

This hands-on program gives students a chance to think like paleontologists and explore the  

world of dinosaurs. Students interact with real and model fossils, investigate a simulated dinosaur 

trackway and test their ideas about how it was made, and excavate a replica field site.

length: 50 minutes. capacity: 1 class (24 students or children) per session; 1 to 4 sessions per day. fees: $375 for 1 session; 
$100 per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Earth and Space Science: Water, rocks, soil, and living 
organisms are found on the Earth’s surface. 

Life Science: Fossils provide us with information about 
living things that inhabited the Earth years ago. 

Physical Science: Observable properties of objects 
include size, shape, color, weight, and texture.

engineering: bridges Workshop Grades pre K – 2   

●  Can be booked by school groups, preschool-age groups, youth/scout groups, libraries, and 
special event organizers.

A read-aloud storybook guides the way as children discover the engineering design process of 

bridge building. Through hands-on activities, they develop their own bridge models and analyze the 

strengths and weaknesses of different testable designs. As the program progresses, children work 

independently, in small groups, and then as a whole group to build a full-size bridge in the room.

length: 50 minutes. capacity: 1 class (24 students or children) per session; 1 to 4 sessions per day. fees: $375 for 1 session; 
$100 per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Engineering: Identify and describe characteristics  
of natural materials (e.g., wood, cotton, fur, wool)  
and human-made materials (e.g., plastic, Styrofoam).  
• Identify and explain some possible uses for natural 
materials (e.g., wood, cotton, fur, wool) and human-
made materials (e.g., plastic, Styrofoam).

English Language Arts: With prompting and support, 
ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
• With prompting and support, retell a sequence of 
events from a story read aloud. • With prompting and 
support, act out characters and events from a story or 
poem read aloud. • Listen actively as an individual and 
as a member of a group to a variety of age-appropriate 
literature read aloud.
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Animal habitats Grade K, 1, or 2  

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

Where is the ideal place for an animal to live? We bring up to three live animals for students to 

observe, and we look for clues that determine their ideal shelter and food. Based on the information 

collected, students are challenged to pick a suitable habitat for each animal. Students also have  

the opportunity to touch assorted skins, bones, and feathers so they can actually feel some of the 

characteristics that help these animals survive. 

length: 50 minutes. capacity: 2 classes (50 students) per session; 1 to 3 sessions per day. fees: $375 for 1 session; $100  
per additional same-day session. distance restrictions apply: See page 16. 

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Life Science: Animals and plants are living things 
that grow, reproduce, and need food, air, and water. 

• Characteristics of living and nonliving things. • An 
organism’s habitat provides for its basic needs.

life cycles Grade K, 1, or 2  

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

How do living things grow and change? We bring up to three different living things that showcase  

a variety of life cycles found in the living world. Through the use of media resources, students  

compare egg development, live birth, and metamorphosis in different species and are challenged  

to test their knowledge with a culminating activity.

length: 50 minutes. capacity: 2 classes (50 students) per session; 1 to 3 sessions per day. fees: $375 for 1 session; $100  
per additional same-day session. distance restrictions apply: See page 16. 

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Life Science: Animals and plants are living things 
that grow, reproduce, and need food, air, and water. • 
Plants and animals have life cycles that vary. • Plants 

and animals closely resemble their parents in observed 
appearance.

observing Air & flight Grades K – 2  

●  Can be booked by school groups, youth/scout groups, and special event organizers.

What is air? Using the theme of flight, students learn the characteristics of air. They learn that  

air is made up of multiple gases with different properties, explore how air makes an airplane fly,  

witness air pressure in action as a student zips across the floor on a hovercraft, and observe how 

changing the shape of a giant ball determines whether it flops along or flies across a room. 

length: 45 minutes. capacity: 4 classes (100 students or children) per session; 1 to 3 sessions per day. fees: $400 for  
1 session; $250 per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Physical Science: Observable properties of objects 
include size, shape, color, weight, and texture. • Objects 
can move in various ways. • Change the motion of 
an object by applying a force. The greater the force, 
the greater the change in motion. • Objects can be 

balanced under some conditions. • Identify objects and 
materials as solid, liquid, or gas. • Recognize that gases 
take the shape of their container. 

Earth & Space Science: Air is a mixture of gases all 
around us, and wind is moving air.
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Available Programs

observing electricity & magnets Grades K – 2  

●  Can be booked by school groups, youth/scout groups, and special event organizers.

Through a series of demonstrations, students examine the properties of electricity and magnetism 

and learn how the two are related. Volunteers hold magnets so powerful that their like poles cannot 

be pushed together, and they test a variety of metals for magnetism, resulting in some unexpected 

surprises! They’ll even see how magnetism and electricity can create flashes of indoor lightning.

length: 45 minutes. capacity: 4 classes (100 students or children) per session; 1 to 3 sessions per day. fees: $400 for  
1 session; $250 per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Physical Science: Observable properties of objects 
include size, shape, color, weight, and texture. • Change 
the motion of an object by applying a force. The 

greater the force, the greater the change in motion.  
• Objects can be balanced under some conditions.

STArlAb: lower elementary Grade K, 1, or 2  

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

Students are challenged to make observations and think like scientists both inside and outside  

our portable planetarium. They explore how stars are different from one another and learn to  

recognize star patterns in the sky from cultures around the world. In an immersive activity,  

students use binoculars to better understand how we learn about the cosmos. 

length: 50 minutes. capacity: 1 class (24 students) per session; 1 to 8 sessions per day. fees: $375 for 1 session; $75 per 
additional same-day session. Space and booking restrictions apply: See page 16.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Physical Science: Observable properties of objects 
include size, shape, color, weight, and texture.

Earth & Space Science: Events around us have 
repeating patterns, including the seasons of the year, 
and day and night.

States of matter Grade 2, 3, 4, or 5  

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

Through heating and cooling, observe how solids, liquids, and gases change phases and properties. 

Learn how all matter is composed of smaller particles, and how to define the states of matter.  

Our demonstrations involve intensely cold liquid nitrogen and surprising state changes with  

an assortment of exciting substances.

length: 60 minutes. capacity: 8 classes (200 students) per session; 1 to 2 sessions per day. fees: $500 for 1 session; $350 
per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Physical Science: Solids, liquids, and gases have 
distinct properties. • Water can be changed from one 
state to another by adding or taking away heat. • Basic 

forms of energy cause motion or create change. • 
Energy can be transferred from one form to another.
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Animal Adaptations Grade 3, 4, or 5  

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

Students expand their understanding of biological adaptations by observing both skulls and live 

animals. They see up to three live animals from different groups, place the animals in their correct 

classes, and learn about specific adaptations each has developed. After observing the live animals, 

students engage in a hands-on activity in which they become scientists and examine particular 

skulls to determine how the animal may have adapted.

length: 50 minutes. capacity: 2 classes (50 students) per session; 1 to 3 sessions per day. fees: $375 for 1 session; $100 per 
additional same-day session. distance restrictions apply: See page 16.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS	

Life Science: Physical characteristics of plants and 
animals. • Observed characteristics of plants and ani-
mals can be fully inherited, or they can be affected by 
the climate or environment. • Inherited characteristics 

may change over time as adaptations to changes in the 
environment enable organisms to survive. • Changes in 
the environment have caused some plants and animals 
to die or move to new locations.

geology: rock detectives Grade 3, 4, or 5

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

In this hands-on workshop, students explore the different types of rocks and how they form over 

geologic time. Working as a team, students identify various rocks and minerals through observa-

tions and experiments. For a finale, they figure out how a particular rock formation has changed 

over millions of years.

length: 60 minutes. capacity: 1 class (24 students) per session; 1 to 4 sessions per day. fees: $375 for 1 session; $100 per 
additional same-day session. 

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Earth and Space Science: What is a mineral?  
• Physical properties of minerals and tests for those.  
• The three categories of rocks and the processes  
that create them. • Earth’s surface changes due to  

slow processes such as erosion and weathering, and 
rapid processes such as landslides, volcanic eruptions, 
and earthquakes.

Geology: Rock Detectives
“The educator was fantastic! She was intelligent, knowledgeable about the subject 

matter, and had a wonderful demeanor with students. She ran a well-organized, 

interesting program. The hour FLEW by, and the kids were sad that their  

turn with the educator was over! Keep up the great work!”

– A. Henderson, third grade teacher, Memorial School, Worcester
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Available Programs

motion: forces & Work Grade 3, 4, or 5  

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

What is work? Students learn how forces create motion, what simple machines have in  

common, and why this helps us perform a large amount of work with minimal force. Students  

use mechanical advantage to turn a wheel and axle against a stronger opponent, haul their  

classmates across the room using pulleys, and lift a teacher using a giant lever.

length: 60 minutes. capacity: 8 classes (200 students) per session; 1 to 2 sessions per day. fees: $500 for 1 session;  
$350 per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS	

Physical Science: Basic forms of energy, which cause 
motion or create change. • Energy can be transferred 
from one form to another. • Differentiate between 
properties of objects and properties of materials.

Technology/Engineering: Differences between simple 
and complex machines.

now hear This: The Sound of Science Grades 3 – 5  

●  Can be booked by school groups, youth/scout groups, libraries, and special event organizers.

Rock out to the science of vibrations, sound, and music. Using a range of dynamic experiments, 

we’ll create a sonic boom, build our own speaker, and use a note to shatter a wine glass.

length: 60 minutes. capacity: 8 classes (200 students or children) per session; 1 to 2 sessions per day. fees: $500 for  
1 session; $350 per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Physical Science: Sound is produced by vibrations 
and requires a medium to travel. • The rate of vibration 
relates to the pitch of the sound. • Identify the basic 
forms of energy.

Music: Perceive and respond to basic elements of 
music, including rhythm and pitch.
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STArlAb: upper elementary Grade 3, 4, or 5

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

Students explore the model sky as it changes due to the effects of Earth’s rotation and orbit. They 

also observe the Moon in its current phase, and discuss how it changes over time. Later, they learn 

which planets are currently visible, how to find them, and the reasons for the current controversy 

over how a planet is defined.

length: 50 minutes. capacity: 1 class (24 students) per session; 1 to 8 sessions per day. fees: $375 for 1 session; $75 per 
additional same-day session. Space and booking restrictions apply: See page 16.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS

Physical Science: Light travels in a straight  
line until it strikes an object or travels from one  
medium to another. Light can be reflected,  
refracted, and absorbed.  

Earth & Space Science: Earth is a part of the solar 
system that includes the Sun, planets, and many 

moons. Earth is the third planet from the Sun. • Earth 
orbits the Sun in a year’s time, and rotates on its axis 
in approximately 24 hours. • The rotation of the Earth, 
day/night, and apparent movements of the Sun, Moon, 
and stars are connected. • Changes occur in the  
observable shape of the Moon over a month. 

Weather: Wind, Water & Temperature Grade 3, 4, or 5  

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

Observe how atmospheric phenomena interact with each other to create the weather we experience 

every day. Students watch a hot air balloon launch toward the ceiling, pressurize a tank to create 

enough wind to power a cannon, and see a cloud form before their eyes.

length: 60 minutes. capacity: 6 classes (150 students) per session; 1 to 2 sessions per day. fees: $500 for 1 session; $350 
per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS	

Earth & Space Science: Air temperature, moisture, 
wind speed and direction, and precipitation make up 
the weather in a particular place and time. • Various 
forms of precipitation are connected to the weather 
in a particular place and time. • Differentiate between 
weather and climate. • Global patterns influence local 
weather, which can be measured. 

Physical Science: Energy can be transferred from one 
form to another. 

Math: Construct and interpret line plots, line graphs, 
and bar graphs.

electromagnetism Grade 3, 4, 5, or 6  

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

Using high-tech Museum equipment, students explore voltage, current, resistance, and the  

interrelationship between magnetism and electricity. See someone’s hair stand on end, create  

a human extension cord by sending an electric current through several people, and shoot a metal 

ring to the ceiling of the school!

length: 60 minutes. capacity: 8 classes (200 students) per session; 1 to 2 sessions per day. fees: $500 for 1 session; $350 
per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS	

Physical Science: Electricity in circuits requires a 
complete loop for an electrical current. • Electricity can 
produce light, heat, and sound. • Objects and materials 
can be conductors or insulators of electricity. • Making 

and using electromagnets. • Magnets have poles that 
repel and attract each other. • A magnet will attract 
some objects and materials, but not others.
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Available Programs

engineering: Windmills Workshop Grades 4 – 6  

●  Can be booked by school groups, youth/scout groups, libraries, and special event organizers.

Students follow the engineering design process as they test how changing the characteristics  

of a wind turbine’s blade affects its efficiency. After exploring which variables have the greatest 

impact on energy production, the students design, build, and test their own blades with an  

emphasis on improving their turbine. The program also incorporates science process skills  

and math framework connections, such as graphing and reporting results. 

length: 60 minutes. capacity: 1 class (24 students or children) per session; 1 to 8 sessions per day. fees: $375 for 1 session; 
$100 per additional same-day session. Space restrictions apply: See page 16.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS	

Grades 3 – 5 

Physical Science: Energy can be transferred from  
one form to another. 

Technology/Engineering: Materials used to  
accomplish a design task based on specific  
properties. • Relevant design features for building  
a prototype of a solution to a problem. 

Math: Construct and interpret line plots, line graphs, 
and bar graphs.

Grades 6 – 8

Technology/Engineering: Appropriate materials  
for design tasks based on specific properties and  
characteristics. • Steps of the engineering design  
process. • Methods of representing solutions to a 
design problem. • The purpose of a prototype.

heat & Temperature Grade 6, 7, or 8

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

This advanced program illustrates core ideas about heat energy and transfer. Through live  

demonstrations, students learn the differences between the three main mechanisms of heat  

transfer: conduction, convection, and radiation. Students explore the definitions of heat and  

temperature, discover that all elements have specific melting and boiling points, find out that  

light or even water can incinerate a piece of paper, and learn ways to differentiate between  

two cryogenic liquids.

length: 60 minutes. capacity: 8 classes (200 students) per session; 1 to 2 sessions per day. fees: $500 for 1 session;  
$350 per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS	

Physical Science: Temperature change results from 
adding or taking away heat energy from a system.  
• The effect of heat on particle motion during a  
change in phase. • Heat moves in predictable ways, 
moving from warmer to cooler objects until reaching 
equilibrium. • A substance has a melting point and a 

boiling point, both independent of the amount of the 
sample. • Volume and mass are distinct components 
of density. 

Earth & Space Science: Radiation, conduction, and 
convection transfer heat through the Earth’s system.

Engineering: Windmills Workshop
“Kids spoke enthusiastically about being able to test their own designs. Many 

students commented that they enjoyed the hands-on learning.”

– B. Hill, fifth grade teacher, Ware Middle School, Ware



AvAilAble ProgrAmS  |  13

motion: Speed, velocity & Acceleration Grade 6, 7, or 8  

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

Students learn to distinguish between speed, velocity, and acceleration while exploring the  

unexpected motion of everyday objects. Watch a pencil accelerate to over 100 mph in a fraction  

of a second, grasp the concept of gravitational acceleration with the help of crashing metal plates, 

knock a moving target out of the air using a powerful air cannon, and suggest ways to alter the 

design of a medieval siege engine.

length: 60 minutes. capacity: 8 classes (200 students) per session; 1 to 2 sessions per day. fees: $500 for 1 session;  
$350 per additional same-day session.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS	

Physical Science: Weight is the amount of  
gravitational pull on an object and is distinct from  
mass. • An object’s motion can be described by its  
position, direction of motion, and speed. • Distance 
versus time graphs for constant speed. • Kinetic 

energy can be transformed into potential energy, and 
vice versa.

Technology/Engineering: Steps of the engineering 
design process.

STArlAb: middle School Grade 6, 7, or 8  

●  Can only be booked by school groups.

Discover how the relationships between the Earth, the Moon, and the Sun cause the phases  

of the Moon as well as solar and lunar eclipses. Observe the plane of our galaxy, the Milky Way, 

 in the model sky, and learn why it looks the way it does. Explore galaxies outside our own, and  

see how big and far away they really are. Learn how looking into deep space gives us a glimpse into 

the history of the universe.

length: 50 minutes. capacity: 1 class (24 students) per session; 1 to 8 sessions per day. fees: $375 for 1 session; $75 per 
additional same-day session. Space and booking restrictions apply: See page 16.

MaSSachuSETTS	FRaMEwoRk	coNNEcTIoNS	

Earth & Space Science: Gravity is a force that pulls 
all things toward the center of the Earth. • Gravity 
influences the formation and movement of the planets, 
stars, and solar system. • Lunar and solar eclipses, 
moon phases, and tides are related to relative positions 

of the Earth, Moon, and Sun. • Properties and condi-
tions of objects in the solar system and those on Earth. 
• The universe contains many billions of galaxies, and 
each galaxy contains many billions of stars.
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Available Programs

Animal invaders: Sharing Spaces Grades K – Adult  

●  Can be booked by youth/scout groups, libraries, and special event organizers.

Animals are an integral part of our environment. At times, they even occupy the same spaces  

we do, whether we want them to or not! Learning to “live green” includes learning to coexist with 

the animals that share our planet, in addition to making our planet a better place for humans to  

live. We discuss the ecological benefits and potential risks associated with living in close proximity 

to some of these animals, and we observe up to three live examples of the invaders in question.

length: 30 minutes. capacity: 150 people per session; 1 to 2 sessions per day. fees: $275 for 1 session; $100 per additional 
same-day session. Space and distance restrictions apply: See page 16. hour-long option available: See page 17. 

night Sky Grades K – Adult

●  Can be booked by youth/scout groups, libraries, and special event organizers.

Discover which stars, planets, and other astronomical wonders are visible this evening. Using  

our portable planetarium, we take you on a tour of the solar system and beyond, and provide  

useful tips on how you can navigate the night sky from your own backyard. 

note: Children age 8 and younger must be accompanied by an adult. length: 30 minutes. capacity: 25 people per session;  
1 to 4 sessions per day. fees: $275 for 1 or 2 sessions; $50 per additional same-day session. Space restrictions apply:  
See page 16.

one Sky, many Stories Grades K – Adult

●  Can be booked by youth/scout groups, libraries, and special event organizers.

People around the world have interpreted the night sky for centuries, creating a rich collection  

of constellations and star stories. Using our portable planetarium, students will tour the solar  

system and beyond while learning useful tips to navigate this evening’s sky and different  

cultural explanations for the cosmos. 

note: Children age 8 and younger must be accompanied by an adult. length: 30 minutes. capacity: 25 people per session;  
1 to 4 sessions per day. fees: $275 for 1 or 2 sessions; $50 per additional same-day session. Space restrictions apply:  
See page 16.
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reptiles Grades K – Adult

●  Can be booked by youth/scout groups, libraries, and special event organizers.

Are snakes actually slimy? Why do snapping turtles snap? What makes a reptile a reptile?  

Together we will answer these questions and many more while we become acquainted with  

some incredible animals from the Museum’s Live Animal Care Center.

length: 30 minutes. capacity: 150 people per session; 1 to 2 sessions per day. fees: $275 for 1 session; $100 per  
additional same-day session. distance restrictions apply: See page 16. hour-long option available: See page 17.

rockets: There and back Again Grades K – Adult

●  Can be booked by youth/scout groups, libraries, and special event organizers.

Create an air rocket that launches across the room, and engineer a way for a payload to return  

safely to Earth. This hands-on workshop explores the science behind rockets and space exploration. 

Use your imagination to plan, build, and test your own design. 

note: Children age 10 and younger must be accompanied by an adult. length: 50 minutes. capacity: 25 people per session;  
1 to 4 sessions per day. fees: $275 for 1 or 2 sessions; $50 per additional same-day session. Space restrictions apply:  
See page 16.

Science magic Grades K – Adult

●  Can be booked by youth/scout groups, libraries, and special event organizers.

Ever wonder how magic tricks really work? This program investigates the science behind the  

“magic” of several classic magic tricks. You might learn how to snatch a tablecloth without disturbing 

the items on top, make a balloon fireproof, and use electromagnetism to defy gravity. For the grand 

finale, our educator demonstrates how science can make it safe to lie down on a real bed of nails. 

length: 30 minutes. capacity: 150 people per session; 1 to 3 sessions per day. fees: $275 for 1 session; $100 per additional 
same-day session. hour-long option available: See page 17.

Super-cold Science Grades K – Adult

●  Can be booked by youth/scout groups, libraries, and special event organizers.

Amazing things happen when matter changes temperature. With the help of a Museum educator 

and an intensely cold liquid, participants experience the remarkable changes in size, form, and 

behavior that occur when a variety of objects and substances are super-cooled. 

length: 30 minutes. capacity: 150 people per session; 1 to 3 sessions per day. fees: $275 for 1 session; $100 per additional 
same-day session. hour-long option available: See page 17.

Rockets: There and Back Again
“The patrons and children LOVED this program! Clearly your heart is in 

your mission and the educational and fun outreach you provide to children 

is outstanding. I can always find one child in the audience of each of your 

programs whose eyes light up and watch as their excitement is barely contained 

in response to your programs. You are offering a wonderful service and 

inspiring many. Thank you.”"

– K. Dillon, Edith M. Fox Library, Arlington
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frequently Asked questions

•  How far in advance should I book my program?

 We take reservations all year long and recommend calling several months in advance for the  

best selection of dates. Spring (January – June) is our peak season and is 95% filled by the 

preceding November. July is our peak summer month. 

•  Can I book a program for my child's birthday party?

Unfortunately, in accordance with Museum policy, we do not attend birthday parties.

•  Is it possible to have a presentation for our whole school?

 As part of our mission to provide quality curriculum enrichment, most of our school group 

programs are recommended for the single grade that studies the program’s content. We have  

three introductory programs that can be paired up to cover multiple elementary grades: Observing 

Air and Flight or Observing Electricity and Magnets for grades K – 2, and Now Hear This: The Sound  

of Science for grades 3 – 5. We don’t have any analogous programs for middle school, and we do  

not offer any “all-school” programs.

•  Can I book STArlAb for all grades?

 STARLAB reservations are restricted to a single grade to ensure that the students receive  

quality curriculum enrichment. 

•  Do any programs have distance restrictions?

 Live animals cannot be offsite for more than six hours, so live animal programs (Animal 

Adaptations, Animal Habitats, Animal Invaders, Life Cycles, and Reptiles) may not be booked for  

sites more than 100 miles from the Museum. For all other sites, the session limit is as follows:  

up to three sessions for sites within 50 miles of the Museum, two sessions for sites 51 – 75 miles 

from the Museum, and one session if the site is 76 – 100 miles from the Museum. Sessions must 

be back-to-back—for example, we can’t book a schedule with a morning session and an afternoon 

session for half-day kindergarten.

•  Do any programs have space restrictions?

 Almost all of our programs are indoors-only, with the exceptions of Super-Cold Science, Science 

Magic, and Reptiles. All have differing space needs based on their category and capacities. Please 

contact us for the space needs of a specific program.

 Our portable planetarium programs (STARLAB, Night Sky, and One Sky, Many Stories) require 

an empty indoor room at least 24 by 24 feet square with 12 feet of clearance to the lowest 

ceiling fixtures. For school group reservations of 5 – 8 STARLAB sessions, we bring two such 

planetariums that will require two small rooms of this size, or a gym at least 80 feet long (plus 

the same width/height dimensions). Note: This year we are phasing in new planetariums that 

are larger and heavier. Sites we visited in the past should double-check their measurements, and 

unfortunately the new planetariums can only be used at accessible schools, as they are too heavy 

to carry via stairs.

 Finally, booking five to eight sessions of Engineering: Windmills Workshop also requires enough 

space for two setups of equipment to operate simultaneously: either two small rooms or  

one large one.
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•  Are programs available on evenings and on weekends?

 During summer and school vacation weeks, we offer evening programs Monday through  

Friday for our library customers. However, during school weeks, evening programs are  

booked as the program educator’s choice. Weekend programs are educator’s choice all year. 

Please contact us for availability.

•  We are booking a camp program and would like you to stay for a full hour.  
Is this possible? 

 Yes! We offer “XL,” hour-long versions of four of our presentations (Super-Cold Science,  

Science Magic, Reptiles, and Animal Invaders) for an additional $50. Only one session may be 

reserved, and bookings are limited to youth/scout groups with solely school-age children.

•  Can infants, toddlers, and preschool children attend programs?

 The content of most of our programs was designed for school-age children and older.  

Dig into Dinosaurs and Engineering: Bridges Workshop are appropriate for children as young  

as age four. Other programs are restricted to higher grade levels. Preschoolers are welcome to 

attend library programs with their families and will usually enjoy watching, but may not be able 

to participate in activities or understand the content.

•  How early can you start? How late can you stay?

 The earliest educators can reasonably depart the Museum is 7:00 a.m. for most programs,  

7:15 a.m. for live animal programs. The earliest we can start teaching depends on how long  

it takes to drive, load in, and set up; factors which vary by program and location. Note that  

long-term construction on the Longfellow Bridge near the Museum may lengthen usual drive 

times by 10 – 20 minutes, which will also affect how early we can teach at your site. Evening 

programs must conclude in time for the educator to return to the Museum by 10:00 p.m.

•  Why do you charge travel fees?

 Fees cover fuel, tolls, vehicle maintenance, and the additional staff time associated with long 

trips. There are no travel fees for sites within 30 miles of the Museum. Travel fees starting  

at 31 miles from the Museum will be $15 per 10-mile increment (subject to change).

•  Will my site require an overnight visit?

 Any site located more than 150 miles from the Museum will require an overnight stay to make 

scheduling practical. Sites located 110 – 150 miles from the Museum may choose an overnight 

because of specific scheduling needs. On all overnight trips, the site is responsible for lodging 

fees, but not meals.

•  I just booked a program. Whom do I contact with questions?

 You will receive a confirmation packet, via email, that will answer many of your program-specific 

questions. You can also contact the registrar with any questions at any time: 617-589-0354, 

travelingprograms@mos.org.
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how engaging was the program?

98% of teachers surveyed said that the program 

was engaging, very engaging, or extremely engaging.

Teachers were given a choice of Not Engaging, Fairly Engaging, 
Engaging, Very Engaging, and Extremely Engaging.

how would you rate the educator?

98% of the teachers surveyed rated the educator’s 

skills, knowledge, and level of professionalism  

favorably. The educator’s skills were rated as very 

good or excellent by 95% of those surveyed.

Choices given were Poor, Adequate, Good, Very Good,  
and Excellent.

how age-appropriate was the program?

96% of teachers surveyed said that the program 

was age-appropriate, or just right.

Choices given were Much Too Easy, A Little Too Easy,  
Just Right, A Little Too Difficult, and Much Too Difficult.

evaluation results
For 2012 – 2013 School Programs

engaging

11%
fairly  
engaging

2%

good 

3%

Adequate 

2%

A little Too  
difficult

4%

excellent

68%

very  
good  
27%

Just right

96%

extremely 
engaging

44%

very 
engaging

43%

Information above taken from 419 teacher evaluations received by Traveling Programs from  
October 1, 2012 – June 25, 2013. Less than 1% of teachers surveyed provided responses  
not shown here.
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After the museum visits You,  
come visit the museum!

The Hall of Human Life, the Museum's brand-new, 

10,000-square-foot exhibition, aims to revolutionize 

how people understand their own biology by 

investigating how humans change over time in our 

dynamic environments. Of particular interest to school 

groups and libraries offering biology programming, 

the Hall of Human Life allows visitors to take fifteen 

unique personal measurements, and their actual  

data will be central to telling the exhibition’s stories. 

Opens November 16, 2013.
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