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A Gift of Profound Impact

On October 18, the Museum of Science received 
a transformative $50 million gift from Michael R. 
Bloomberg, 108th Mayor of New York City and founder 
of Bloomberg LP, the world’s leading financial news and 
information company, and Bloomberg Philanthropies. 

In creating an endowment to support and name our 
Education Division the William and Charlotte Bloomberg 
Science Education Center in honor of his parents, Mike 
ensures and greatly enhances the Museum’s ability to 
imagine and develop world-class exhibits, interactive 
educational programming, engaging K-12 engineering 
curricula, and exciting new initiatives in computational 
thinking and food science.

Mike’s relationship with the Museum of Science began 
during our earliest days at One Science Park, when he 
was eight years old and our campus consisted of one 
little red sheet-metal temporary building that opened in 
1950. Through the years, Mike has supported access and 
internship programs at the Museum, feasibility studies 

to redesign exhibition and programming spaces, and 
renovations to the Charles Hayden Planetarium. This 
$50 million gift—the largest in the Museum’s history—
signals the start of a new era of growth and innovation 
for our future.

On behalf of the Museum’s boards of overseers and 
trustees, our member families, our staff and volunteers, 
and everyone in the Museum of Science community, it’s 
an honor for me to thank Michael Bloomberg for giving 
our educators the opportunity to provide generations 
of young people access to the same eye-opening, life-
changing experiences that he benefited from as a boy at 
the Museum of Science.

Ioannis N. Miaoulis, PhD 

President and Director

FIELD NOTES

(l-r)	Ioannis	Miaoulis,	Massachusetts	Gov.	Charlie	Baker,	Boston	Mayor	Marty	Walsh,	and	Cambridge	Mayor	Denise	Simmons.
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A $50 million gift to the Museum 
establishes the William and 

Charlotte Bloomberg Science 
Education Center in honor of 

Michael Bloomberg’s parents. It 
also provides funds to research, 

design, develop, pilot-test, and 
disseminate computational 

thinking curriculum and activities, 
as well as funds to develop 

and produce high quality food-
science initiatives.

a transformative 

Gift
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a transformative 

Gift
“What we do here at the Museum 

of Science is truly bring science 
and engineering to life,” says Ioannis 
Miaoulis, Museum president and director, 
in the opening shots of a video produced 
to honor Bloomberg Philanthropies’ 
transformative $50 million gift. “Kids 
come here and get inspired. They build 
their thirst to learn more science, in 
school and out of school. One of the 
brightest examples is Michael Bloomberg, 
who in his own words has said the 
Museum transformed his life.”

(l-r) Michael Bloomberg;  
Nathan Hale Middle School 
students; Marjorie Tiven and 
Michael Bloomberg entering the 
William and Charlotte Bloomberg 
Science Education center, named 
in honor of their parents.
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Growing up in Medford, Massachusetts, Michael 
Bloomberg took a trolley, a subway, and a bus to the 
Museum of Science every Saturday morning. He recalled 
those visits in the New York Times in 2011. “When I 
was growing up, Saturday mornings meant one thing 
only to me: a trip to the Boston Museum of Science. I 
loved science—still do—and there was nowhere else I’d 
rather be. The Museum’s instructors would give these 
fascinating two-hour lectures and demonstrate the laws 
of physics using hands-on experiments. They would 
also quiz us on the Museum’s exhibits, and all the kids 
would try to show off by having every answer. Those 
visits to the Museum stretched my mind in ways that my 
schoolwork didn’t. They taught me to listen, question, 
test, and analyze. Figuring out how things work—and 
how they can work better—is what led me to become an 
engineer, a technology entrepreneur, a philanthropist, 
and a mayor.” 

Of this decades-long relationship with the institution, 
Bloomberg says, “I know how important this Museum 
is and what an impact it can have on young people—
because I was one of those young people. My visits to  

the Museum inspired my interest in science and 
technology and forever shaped the way I think. People 
often remember the first teacher to have a profound 
impact on their lives. For me, that teacher was the 
Museum of Science.”

Good intentions. Great results.
Bloomberg Philanthropies’ mission is to ensure better, 
longer lives for the greatest number of people. Working 
in more than 400 cities in over 130 countries around 
the world, Bloomberg Philanthropies employs a unique 
data-driven approach to global change in its five focus 
areas: public health, the environment, education, 
government innovation, and the arts. 

Bloomberg Philanthropies encompasses all of Michael 
Bloomberg’s charitable activities, including his 
foundation and his personal giving. He has pledged to 
donate all of his wealth to philanthropic efforts, and to 
date, he has donated $4.3 billion to a variety of causes 
and organizations. In 2015, Bloomberg Philanthropies 
distributed $510 million.

With a history of supporting non-profit work in 
the Boston area since the early 1990s, Bloomberg 
Philanthropies has made grants to the Rose Fitzgerald 
Kennedy Greenway Conservancy, which provides a place 
for children to inscribe pavers with the name of a loved 
one; the Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership Initiative, 

(Top, l-r) Emma Bloomberg; Nathan Hale Middle School 
student ready for unveiling.

(Bottom, l-r)  Nathan Hale Middle School students in 
Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River; Mike Bloomberg.

(Opposite) Unveiling the William and Charlotte Bloomberg 
Science Education Center.
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Mike Bloomberg began his day at the 
Museum of Science with a walk-and-talk 
interview in the Blue Wing with JC Monahan, 
co-host of WCVB’s Chronicle. They stopped 
for a few moments to consider the Giant 
Sequoia Tree, then made their way into the 
Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River, where 
they were joined by fifth graders from 
Roxbury’s Nathan Hale Middle School, 
Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, Cambridge 
Mayor E. Denise Simmons, and Governor 
Charlie Baker.

Later in the morning, at a press event on the 
Museum’s front plaza, Governor Baker 
recalled how he had visited the Museum 
when he was a boy, “I went to the 
Planetarium and I never looked up at the sky 
quite the same way again.” He noted Mike 
Bloomberg’s “great contributions as a 
philanthropist, public official, and as a 
business leader,” and went on to praise him 
for his “ability to walk in so many different 

shoes and never forget where you came 
from, and to continue to invest in the things 
that you believe make this country, this 
commonwealth, this community great.”

Think…test…question…listen  
Michael Bloomberg’s remarks were  
heartfelt and with much self-deprecating 
humor. He referred to himself as a “straight C 
student all the time,” and said, “Never in a 
million years did I think I would come back 
here today to name a part of the Museum in 
honor of my parents. And I’m sure, 
incidentally, neither did they. 

“I can’t tell you how much it means to me to 
support a Museum that meant so much to me 
growing up and to honor my parents for all 
that they did for me. They are in my thoughts 
this morning, and I know that the same is true 
for my sister Marjorie. I do wish that they 
could have been here.” 

When the big moment arrived, to unveil the 

newly endowed William and Charlotte 
Bloomberg Science Education Center, Mike 
Bloomberg was joined by his daughter 
Emma, granddaughter Zelda, his sister 
Marjorie Tiven and her granddaughter 
Charlotte, two students from Nathan Hale, 
and two Museum educators to take part in a 
team-based, hands-on engineering activity 
and set the unveiling in motion with four 
bicycle pumps.

Suddenly the word “Think” rose from behind 
the stage. A green circle that read “Test” then 
travelled across the frame holding the drape 
that concealed the new naming signage. It 
stopped to rest beside the word “Question.” 
A counterweight dropped to the ground, the 
sound of a mechanical drum roll filled the 
plaza as the last imperative was seen: 
“Listen.” Finally, a loud gong was struck. The 
drape fell away to unveil the William and 
Charlotte Bloomberg Science Education 
Center.

ENGINEERING A DRAMATIC UNVEILING
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to provide management and leadership training to 
mayors and their key staff; Bloomberg Philanthropies’ 
What Works Cities initiative is working with the City 
of Cambridge and Boston to help improve their use 
of data to drive decision making. Additionally, 40 
local cultural organization participate in Bloomberg 
Philanthropies’ Arts Innovation and Management 
program, which is focused on helping small and mid-
sized arts organizations strengthen their fundraising, 
marketing and organizational capacity.

Honoring hardworking parents
Creating an endowment to support and name the 
Museum’s Education Division the William and 
Charlotte Bloomberg Science Education Center, this 
gift dramatically increases the Museum’s ability to 
imagine and develop world-class exhibits, programs 
and K-12 curricula on a global scale. 

There are also funds to research, design, develop, 
pilot-test, and disseminate computational thinking/
computer science curriculum and activities, as well as 
funds to develop and produce high quality food-science 
initiatives.

“After my parents, this Museum played the role in 
education that I really needed as a young man,” said 
Michael Bloomberg during dedication events on 
October 18. “I know my parents were grateful for all 
this Museum did to make me the person that I am. 
We live in the most wonderful country in the world. 
We just need to make sure all the kids get the same 
experiences and opportunities that this Museum gave 
me. My parents never had any money, but we had the 
opportunity to have this Museum.”

With this gift to the Museum, Bloomberg builds on his 

longstanding commitment to educational institutions, 
including a $300 million gift to the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health announced in 
September and a $100 million commitment for the 
Cornell Tech Campus in New York City, which was 
announced last year.

Endowing Educational Opportunities 
This gift from Bloomberg Philanthropies, which 
increases the Museum’s endowment by 40 percent, 
will ensure that visitors can have the same eye-
opening, life-changing experiences that Mike 
Bloomberg had as a boy. The $50 million gift 
will support everything you think of when you 
imagine the Museum, from dynamic exhibits and 
live animal shows to teacher development and 
speaker events. This includes computer science and 
food science initiatives that will educate children 
about computational thinking as well as nutrition, 
sustainability, food chemistry, and healthy cooking, 
respectively. 

“Michael Bloomberg has propelled the Museum 
forward in its ability to excite visitors with interactive 
experiences and continue the educational focus we’ve 
had for decades,” says Christine Reich, vice president 
of exhibit development and conservation. “Fostering 
STEM habits of mind—questioning, imagining, 
creating, testing—has always been at the heart of the 
Museum. With this gift, we can continue our inspiring 
educational work into the future.”

The endowment—the largest single gift in the 
Museum’s history—solidifies the Museum’s position 
as one of the premier educational institutions in the 
world and transforms its ability to inspire all who 
enter to think, learn, and question. It also makes 
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possible the longevity of the dynamic exhibits 
and inspirational programs you know and love. 
According to Annette Sawyer, vice president of 
education and enrichment, “by stepping forward 
with this commitment, Mr. Bloomberg has provided 
clear evidence that what we do at the Museum 
matters. We help people imagine and dream.  
We transform lives.”

“Michael Bloomberg embodies the best in 
philanthropy, public service, and technological 
innovation,” says Miaoulis. “His generous act is an 
endorsement of the amazing work of our educators 
and dramatically expands our capacity to make 
science and engineering accessible to all. The gift 
also underlines the significance of our region. We 
are thrilled and honored by his belief in us and 
the region as a whole. Mike has given Boston, 
Cambridge, and the world a tremendous gift.”

HONORING A LEGACY AND 
CELEBRATING THE FUTURE

The luncheon celebrating the creation of the William and 
Charlotte Bloomberg Science Education Center began with 
a series of warm and humorous toasts from elected officials. 

But at the heart of program were remarks from Mike 
Bloomberg’s sister, Marjorie Tiven, his daughter Emma, 
and Museum volunteer and intern Kierra Walsh, a two-time 
recipient of the President’s National Volunteer Service 
Award, who said, “My time at the Museum really taught me 
the value of volunteering. I know that the lessons I learned 
here will help me start future projects and guide me as I 
seek out ways to make the world a better place.”

Marjorie Tiven, Founder of Global Cities, recalled how her 
brother became interested in collecting snakes after learning 
about them at the Museum. “Bill and Charlotte Bloomberg 
were the kind of parents who allowed Mike to keep snakes 
at home, and encouraged him to visit this Museum. They 
were proud parents. They were friendly and considerate 
people. They were also compassionate and unselfish 
people. That’s what’s evocative about Mike’s wonderful idea 
to remember our parents at the Museum of Science.”

In remarks that followed the video tribute produced to 
commemorate her father’s gift, Emma Bloomberg, clearly 
moved by the video, connected her passion for education as 
Founder and CEO of Murmuration, an organization focused 
on supporting the education reform movement, and her 
service as board chair of Leadership for Educational Equity, 
with her father’s commitment to support education. “I’ve 
seen over the years the gifts you’ve made that focus on 
education, but this one is really, truly special.”

At the luncheon’s close, Ioannis Miaoulis, president and 
director, presented Mike Bloomberg with his very own 
monogrammed Museum of Science red lab coat. In addition, 
Mike and all of the guests were presented with sequoia 
tree saplings, symbolizing growth and in reference to the 
Museum’s 2000-year-old Giant Sequoia Tree that made 
such an impression on a young Mike Bloomberg and 
countless other visitors.

(opposite, l-r) Trustee Stacy Cowan, overseers Chinh Pham 
and Christine Bellon; Michael Bloomberg with Students from 
Nathan Hale Middle School; drummer’s hat, Medford High 
School Marching Band.

(above, clockwise) Michael Bloomberg with his new red lab 
coat; Mayors Walsh and Simmons; and Kierra Walsh, UMass 
Lowell sophomore.
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An educational 
institution with an eye 
on the future, honors 

its distinguished 
history and its Great 

Benefactors.

On September 7, Gwill York, Chair of the Board of 
Trustees, hosted a Chairman’s Circle Dinner in the 
Museum’s newly renovated lobby. 

“You play an inestimable role in shaping the life 
of this institution,” she said in her welcoming 
remarks. “Through the power of your philanthropy, 
you support a world of learning at the Museum of 
Science.”

Invited guests included the institution’s Great 
Benefactors—those individuals, families, 
foundations, and corporations whose cumulative 
giving exceeds $1 million. Also in attendance 
were those donors who made lead gifts of $100,000 or more to the 
Museum’s lobby and concourse renovations. 

Ioannis Miaoulis, president and director, toasted the gathered 
supporters. While noting that many of the assembled have made the 
Museum a beneficiary of their philanthropy for decades, he thanked 
them for their investment in the Museum’s future. “Thank you all for 
helping us shape our Long-Range Plan to help ensure the next decade 
of growth and innovation at the Museum of Science.” 

Chairman’s Circle Dinner
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(Opposite) Overseer Juan Enriquez delivers remarks (top) and Ioannis 
Miaoulis toasts guests.

(Above, clockwise)  John Bradley, overseer Catherine and Peter 
Creighton; Dennis Clarke, Bill and Joyce Cummings, Alicia Clarke, 
and Ioannis Miaoulis; trustee emerita Joan and Herman Suit; Colleen 
Messing, trustee emerita Brit d’Arbeloff, Jacquie Stepanian, and trustee 
emerita Jane Pappalardo; trustee Henri Termeer and board chair Gwill 
York; chair emeritus Mal Sherman, Ioannis Miaoulis, board chair Gwill 
York, chair emeritus Rick Burnes, chair emeritus Ira Stepanian, and 
chair emeritus Howard Messing.

After dinner, guests were treated to a presentation 
from overseer Juan Enriquez, a TED Talks “all-
star” and founding director of Harvard Business 
School’s Life Science Project. His talk centered on 
tech disruption and the role of a science museum, 
through three examples: Uber, 3-D printing, and 
editing genes.

“A science museum should help prepare people 
for disruptive change,” he said. “A science center 
should be a center of debate and education, a 
facilitator and preparer for the new economy.” 
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How can the US performance in Math and 
Science be improved? The 2012 test scores 
of the Program for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) showed that US students 
were average for Science and below average 
for Math when compared to 70 countries 
worldwide. The gap is even more significant 
for Blacks and Hispanics and translates into 
inadequate numbers of underrepresented 
minorities entering STEM careers. Also of 
concern is underrepresentation of women in 
STEM careers.  All of the above have adverse 
effects both domestically and globally.

EXPLORATIONS

A model for early science education engagement.

Embedding  
the Medicine  
in the Brownie

By Oneeka Williams, MD, MPH<  Dr. Dee Dee Dynamo is a 
girl SUPERHERO who is a 
caring, dynamic, energetic, 
positive, powerful, spunky 
super surgeon who believes 
she can do anything! She 
heals with her hands, 
brings surgery and science 
together, and loves her 
family. She encourages kids 
to live a life without limits.
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that overall attitudes towards science and prospects 
for a lifelong career in a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) field can be shaped at an early age.

WHAT DOES SCIENCE ENGAGEMENT LOOK LIKE 
DURING THE EARLY CRITICAL YEARS?

First, we must make science relevant and exciting for 
children at an early age while crafting its importance 
to resonate with their developmental levels. I contend 
that one very effective way of connecting kids to science 
early, is to embed science in a storytelling narrative. 
This achieves several objectives. It links reading as the 
foundation of expanding horizons. It underscores the 
importance of early reading as a mechanism to build 
tools of scientific literacy- critical thinking, integrated 
learning and processing. Early reading builds imagina-
tion and fosters connections between creativity and 
innovation while at the same time introducing children 
to science content.

Second, our children must be conscious of real world 
challenges and internalize that they are part of the 
solution, without becoming hyper-anxious. Thus, our 
charge is to introduce a narrative around these chal-
lenges in a way that is neither daunting nor heavy, but 
rather engages them in a non-threatening way.

Third, because one of the ways that children develop 
is by copying behaviors, we must create images that 
model problem solving in science, expand the images 
of who is solving problems and attach the greater good 
that comes out of these endeavors.

There have been numerous initiatives, by both the 
federal government and private sector, to address 
this issue with mixed results. There are multiple 
contributors to the problem: (a) the relationship 
of socioeconomic status on resources available to 
communities, families, schools and teachers; (b) the 
existing stereotypes around what a scientist looks 
like that impact how students view themselves and 
how educators interact with students; (c) the lack of 
mentors, role models and support in academics and 
industry that establishes a sense of isolation. However, 
I submit that early engagement with science can 
create a framework that establishes connections to 
science in an organic way. This creates experiences 
that pull children into scientific inquiry, sparking their 
curiosity, thereby stimulating them to ask questions 
about the world around them. The mindset that 
results can shape a way of life.

Clinical psychologist Jean Piaget proposed that 
children are responsible for building their own 
knowledge and develop ways of thinking based 
on early exposures and interactions with their 
environment. This creates the building blocks for 
continued learning and knowledge. These ‘schemas’ 
become more complex as children develop and are 
essentially the same dynamic that allows babies to 
recognize their parent’s voice and acquire language 
skills. Similarly, early developmentally appropriate 
exposure to science, promotes an affinity for and 
understanding of science that builds towards positive 
attitudes about Science. Therefore, it is possible 
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Finally, engagement is a family affair. We must create 
a construct that activates and invites families to make 
exposure to science a priority and have the resources 
available to facilitate that exploration.

A MODEL OF EARLY SCIENCE EDUCATION  
AND ENGAGEMENT 

Imagine pulling children into an adventure of  
the discovery of Penicillin by microbiologist  
Dr. Alexander Fleming. Imagine personalizing the 
villain colonies of bacteria Staphylococcus Aureus 
(Staphy) that are trying to take over Dr. Fleming’s 
lab while he was away on vacation. Imagine a very 
shy but nosey mold, Penicillin Notatum (Penny), 
creeping into the lab to see what was happening but 
none of the bacteria would come close to her. Why 
wouldn’t Staphy come near Penny? Does she have a 
horrible odor? Dr. Fleming returns to find a very sad 
and lonely Penny but discovers that the chemical that 
Penny produced, which kept Staphy away from her, 
saves lives. Imagine the triumph of that moment! 
Penny becomes a hero and because Dr. Fleming paid 
attention to what was happening around him, the 
extraordinary discovery of Penicillin was made. This 
changed the history of medicine.

This is merely one example of the many 
opportunities to engage children on the history 
of amazing scientific discoveries—how simple 
observations and questions can lead to life-saving 
discoveries; how science is always at work around 
them; how they too can make a difference. A simple 

Dr. Oneeka Williams, a Museum of Science Overseer, 
is a top-rated urological surgeon conducting a busy 
practice at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center in Boston and 
serving as an Assistant Clinical Professor of Urology at 
Tufts University School of Medicine. She earned Medical 
Doctor and Masters of Public Health degrees at Harvard 
Medical School. She is passionate about community health 
and community service and is a frequent speaker about 
prostate health and cardiovascular health. She has had a 
lifelong passion for writing and is the author of the Dr. Dee 
Dee Dynamo children’s book series designed to empower 
girls and minorities around STEM. Born in Georgetown, 
Guyana, South America, her family relocated to Barbados 
when she was 10. She and her husband—Dr. Charles 
Anderson, a neonatologist, hospital management specialist, 
and corporate executive—and their son, Mark, live just 
outside of Boston. 

story that introduces them to science concepts, sparks 
interest, encourages them to explore and ask questions 
while simultaneously delivering a history lesson!
 
A more contemporary example of how the storytelling 
narrative creates a platform for exploration and takes 
children on a journey from the impossible to the 
possible is the story of Pluto and the Space Probe. 
Rewind to 2013 when the girl super surgeon Dr. Dee 

Dee Dynamo first appeared on the scene and jetted 
off to Pluto in her flying ambulance to try to restore 
the dwarf planet, Pluto, to planet status. At that time, 
this was fantasy, as no craft from Earth had ever made 
it to Pluto. Fast forward to 2015 when NASA’s New 
Horizons Space Probe arrived at Pluto. What unfolded 
for kids was a true demonstration that nothing is 
impossible. A dream and a vision can come to fruition 
if accompanied by scientific discipline, perseverance 
and patience. These are not only learning opportunities 
for our children but seeds that are planted which inspire 
them about how they can engage with the world 
around them.

These are some of the benefits of early science 
education. It takes a form which allows for a rich 
intersection of imagination, fantasy, reading, science 
and family engagement that result in children building 
knowledge around science and developing a lifelong 
interest and philosophy about learning without even 
knowing. This equates to ingesting the medicine that 
is good for you hidden in the yummy brownie and 
experiencing the lasting benefits thereafter!
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IN GRATITUDE

As he reached the treeline on the final descent of his triple climb of Mount 
Washington at the 2016 Washburn Challenge on July 10, “things started 
going wrong” for Mike Thonis. “I began losing my eyesight,” he says. 
“Probably due to dehydration. My guide, Colin, kept me going. At one point, 
we lost the trail, but stopped and remembered our training and re-found it.”

Mike wanted to do something special—“something big”—to mark the 
tenth anniversary of the Washburn Challenge, a fundraising hike of Mount 
Washington (the tallest peak in the Northeast) that he created in honor of 
the Museum’s founding director, Bradford Washburn, who mapped the 
Presidential Range in New Hampshire for “hikers, skiers, scientists.” 

That “something big” was a triple climb, to top the traditional double climb 
he had undertaken in each of the last nine years of the Washburn Challenge. 
For ten years, the Washburn Challenge has served to raise the profile of the 
Museum’s Annual Fund and generate much-needed unrestricted support to 
bolster the Museum’s bottom line. To date, Washburn Challenge climbers 
have raised more than $875,000.

If it can be said that Museum of Science founding 
director Brad Washburn—an expert mountaineer 
and cartographer—brought the mountain to the 
Museum, then it can also be said that Mike Thonis—
with the Washburn Challenge, a fundraising hike of 
Mount Washington that he created in 2007—has 
brought the Museum to the mountain. rising to the     

      CHALLENGE

(top) Museum hikers taking on the 
Washburn Challenge.

(middle) Mike and Sam Thonis at the 
Mount Washington summit, 2007.

(bottom) Mike with desktop cairn 
keepsake presented to him to 
mark the tenth anniversary of the 
Washburn Challenge. The cairn 
replicates the rock guideposts that 
mark the hiking trails on Mount 
Washington.
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“I was thinking intensely about pacing myself,” he says. 
“I knew that getting anxious and starting too  
fast would be a mistake.  I was also wondering what 
would happen on the third up-down—that being 
unfamiliar to me.”

A FAMILY TRADITION
Mike is an avid hiker, and anyone who knows him can 
attest to his amazing level of energy, his tireless drive, 
and his deep focus. He is passionate about science, 
music, and education. He inherited his love for the 
Museum of Science from his father, who visited the 
Museum at its original location in the Back Bay and later 
brought Mike.

“My dad was an orphan,” says Mike. “He grew up in an 
orphanage in Boston. He’d sneak out to see the Boston 
Pops, which was free, and he went to the Museum 
on his own. My dad loved science and tech. He was a 
high school dropout but later got a college degree—an 
engineering degree. My mom, too, was an educator who 
finished college when I was in high school.”

Mike is co-founder and senior advisor at Charlesbank, a 
middle-market private equity firm with offices in Boston 
and New York. In addition to serving on the Museum’s 
board for many years, Mike has served on the board of 
the New England Conservatory and is an active member 
of the Geological Society of America. At Syracuse 
University, he is a member of the Board of Trustees,  
and is currently chairing the audit committee  
and co-chairing the investment and endowment 
committee. Mike is slated to co-chair the upcoming 
Campaign at Syracuse. He holds a BS in geology from 
Syracuse University, an MS in geology from MIT, and an 
MBA from Harvard University. 

Mike and his wife Susie are Great Benefactors of the 
Museum of Science. They visited the Museum often 
when their three sons were growing up. One of their 
sons interned at the Museum in Design Challenges. 

And it was with his middle son on a hike of Mount 
Washington more than a decade ago that the inspiration 
for the Washburn Challenge came to Mike. He describes 
it as “one of those flashes— a crazy idea.” They had 
finished their climb, when Mike asked, “‘If we had to do 
this again today, could we? If we really had to.’ We were 

wiped. But we both admitted that if we had to, we 
could do it again. A lot of family friends were running 
the marathon and riding in the Pan-Mass Challenge, 
and they had been asking us for donations. So that was 
in my head. But I never had something where I could 
ask people for donations. It hit me that day. I thought, 
that’s what I’ll do.”  

WHAT’S NEXT
The growth and success of the Washburn Challenge 
and the Museum’s Boston Marathon® team led to the 
formation of the Special Projects Action Committee, a 
board-level committee established in 2014 to provide 
advice and counsel on a variety of special projects in 
the Museum community, while expanding the scope 
and impact of programs. Mike chaired the Committee 
during its first two years. Overseer Chinh Pham, who 
has run the Boston Marathon and participated in the 
Washburn Challenge, now chairs the Committee.

“The Washburn Challenge and our Boston Marathon 
team are models for possible new outdoor activities 
tied either to the history or mission of the Museum,” 
says Mike. “We are always thinking about other 
possibilities to engage supporters.”

The number of participants in the Washburn 
Challenge has grown over the years. Nearly 100 
people have taken part, including Museum trustees, 
overseers, staff, and other supporters from the 
community. The Museum has also benefited from 
dozens of local businesses in the Massachusetts and 
White Mountains region who support the event, 
including  a Silver Level sponsorship from U.S. Trust 
to help relieve program expenses and keep the cost per 
dollar raised to a minimum.

“Although I knew I would do the Challenge as long 
as I could, I never expected to be now joined by so 
many excellent hikers and volunteers,” says Mike. 
“Hopefully, we can keep going for another ten years, 
and we can build this into an even bigger fundraiser 
for the Museum.  I already have several ideas. But no 
more triple climbs. Safety is first!”

Planning is already underway for the 2017 Washburn 
Challenge. Visit mos.org/challenge to find out how you can 
participate.
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For the first time, the 
Museum of Science 

presented the Colonel 
Francis T. Colby Award 

to a philanthropic 
foundation.

On September 22, the Charles Hayden Foundation was honored for its 
decades-long support of the Museum of Science. The Colby Award, which is 
the institution’s highest philanthropic recognition, was accepted by Kenneth 
D. Merin, the Foundation’s president and CEO.

Seeking to promote the mental, moral, and physical development of children 
and youth in the metropolitan area of New York and the City of Boston, The 
Charles Hayden Foundation focuses on those institutions and programs 
serving youth most at risk of not reaching their full potential, especially youth 
in low-income communities.

In recent years, the Foundation has awarded grants to nonprofits like the 
Boys & Girls Club, City Year, the Kenyon Review’s Young Writers Program, 
Harlem Educational Activities Fund, Hudson River Community Sailing, the 
Frederick Douglass Academy, Teach for America, the Arthur Ashe Institute for 
Urban Health, the Shakespeare Society, and youth development programs at 
Skidmore College, MIT, and NYU.

The Charles Hayden Foundation is perhaps best known for its gifts to 
establish the Hayden Planetarium at the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York (1935) and the Charles Hayden Planetarium at the 
Museum of Science, Boston (1958). In addition to providing the initial gifts 
for both planetariums and funding programming for decades, the Foundation 
supported major renovations and technological upgrades to both facilities.
The Foundation’s support of the Museum of Science dates back to the late 
1930s, when it supported the Museum’s Junior Explorers Club. Museum 

THE		
COLBY		
HONORS

(Top, clockwise) Overseer Dr. 
Paula Johnson, 2016 Walker Prize 
recipient; Myra and Roy Gordon; 
Ioannis Miaoulis, vice president 
of Hayden Foundation Carol Van 
Atten, Hayden Foundation president 
and CEO Ken Merin, board chair 
Gwill York; overseer Priscilla 
Douglas, trustee Maria Kussmaul 
and her husband Wes; Ken Merin, 
Alexandra Epee-Bounya, Gwill York, 
and Sam Epee-Bounya; Liz Ross 
and trustee Bill O’Reilly.
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2016 WALKER PRIZE
In 1864 William Johnson Walker, MD, an eminent 
surgeon, endowed a special award at the Boston 
Society of Natural History, the founding organization of 
the Museum of Science. The Walker Prize, presented 
annually at the Colby Society dinner, recognizes 
meritorious published investigation and discovery in any 
scientific field. 

This year’s Walker Prize was awarded to Paula A. 
Johnson, an internationally recognized researcher, 
educator, cardiologist, and health policy expert who 
has dedicated her career to transforming the health 
of women. On July 1, 2016, she became the 14th 
president of Wellesley College, the preeminent liberal 
arts college for women.

Prior to her appointment at Wellesley, Dr. Johnson 
was the founder and executive director of the Connors 
Center for Women’s Health and Gender Biology as 
well as chief of the Division of Women’s Health at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital. She was the Grace 
A. Young Family Professor of Medicine in the Field of 
Women’s Health at Harvard Medical School, as well 
as a professor of epidemiology at the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health. She is a member of 
the National Academy of Medicine and has served 
as the chair of the board of the Boston Public Health 
Commission.

Dr. Johnson, a Museum of Science overseer, graduated 
from Harvard and Radcliffe colleges and received her 
MD and MPH from Harvard.

COL. FRANCIS T. COLBY AWARD

2015
Richard M. Burnes

2014
Daphne and George N. Hatsopoulos
Jane and A. Neil Pappalardo
Elise and Neil W. Wallace

2013
Malcolm Sherman
Ira Stepanian

2012
John and the late Jane Bradley
The late D. Reid Weedon Jr.

2011
Sophia and Bernard M. Gordon

2010
Brit d’Arbeloff
Joan Suit

The Colby Award is bestowed annually on 
members of the Museum of Science community 
who have made extraordinary contributions of 
time, treasure, and talent. Philanthropy is the 
lifeblood of any institution, and the Museum is 
no exception. The Colby Award recognizes the 
deep commitment of individuals, corporations, and 
foundations who are so important to the Museum 
achieving its mission.

reports from this era describe: “a station wagon chock-full 
of live animals, Museum specimens, films, and educational 
loan kits taken on the road to prove that learning about nature 
could be as much fun as swimming and sailing.” 

Born in Boston in 1870 and educated in the public schools, 
Charles Hayden studied mining investment at MIT and 
graduated in 1890 before pursuing a career in banking 
and opening a brokerage firm, Hayden, Stone & Co. He 
anticipated the impact of electrification and earned a fortune 
by investing in copper mining. Upon his death in 1937, he 
directed that $50 million of his estate be dedicated to creating 
The Charles Hayden Foundation.

THE  
COLBY  
HONORS
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IN BRIEF
SUSTAINABILITY MURAL
A new 16-foot, 3-D illustration of the Museum of Science in the Cummings Concourse highlights 
environmental sustainability efforts to minimize the institution’s impact on the environment.

At the Museum’s board meetings on October 6, Gwill York, 
chair of the board of trustees, demonstrated her passion for 
the Museum and underscored the critical need to support 
the Blue Wing Founders Fund by personally committing  
$1 million to fund the transformation of the Blue Wing.

“The Museum of Science is at a turning point,” she 
explained. “In the life of an institution, there is a time when 
all things converge to create a singular moment. This is our 
moment.” In addition, Gwill issued a challenge to those 
in the Museum of Science community who are willing to 
make six- or seven-figure a gifts by March 31, 2017. She will 
add $100,000 to each of the first ten qualifying lead gifts to 
the Blue Wing Founders Fund.

The response to the challenge has been immediate. Trustee 
Gretchen Fish stepped up with a gift of $500,000 to 
support what Gwill called “a signature space worthy of our 
future.” Trustees Elizabeth Moore and Deborah Dunsire 
responded as well, with new lead gifts to support the 
development of new exhibits and eductional programs in 
the Blue Wing.

The goal of the Blue Wing Founders Fund is to generate 
$20 million of support over the next five years, with the 
first $5 million to be raised by the end of the 2017 fiscal 
year. To learn more about how you can be a part of this 
historic initiative, please contact Amy Berkeley, director of 
principal giving, at 617-589-0147

BLUE WING FOUNDERS CHALLENGE
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2016 ALBRIGHT SYMPOSIUM…EXAMINING THE GOOD LIFE
Since 1938, researchers for the Harvard Study of Adult 
Development have been tracking the lives of more than 700 men to 
study the keys for having a happy and healthy life. It is the longest 
study of human development ever undertaken and now includes 
the subjects’ wives and children. 

On September 28, Robert Waldinger, MD, a clinical professor 
of psychiatry at Harvard Medical School and the study’s director, 
gave a talk at the Museum of Science that focused on the study’s 
findings, along with secrets on how to live the truly good life.

Funding for the program was provided by the Lee and Nile Albright 
Annual Symposium Fund, with free admission thanks to the 
generosity of the Lowell Institute.

Dr. Waldinger’s recent 
TEDx Beacon Street 
talk has been viewed 
over 10 million times

MILITARY MAY AT THE MUSEUM OF SCIENCE
BAE Systems, a longtime Museum of Science corporate 
member, sponsored Military May to provide free access for 
military personnel and their families. During Military May, 
Active Duty U.S. military personnel or their spouse with valid 
ID received up to four free admissions to the Exhibit Halls 
on all Saturdays and Sundays, and on Memorial Day. 

A total of 183 active duty military members and 350 
dependents and guests benefited from this great program in 
May 2016.

NASA TAPS MUSEUM FOR MARS MISSION
In July, the Museum of Science received a $912,000 
NASA award to capture the excitement of the human 
journey to Mars and back. It’s a two-year grant to 
support From Project Mercury to Planet Mars: Introducing 
Engineering and Inspiring Youth through Humanity’s Greatest 
Adventure. The Museum will create two educational 
experiences that will bring to life the engineering skills 
and team spirit fueling this historic endeavor:

 •  A dynamic immersive full-dome planetarium show 
engaging audiences in the vast engineering challenges, 
revolutionary technological solutions, and desolate 
beauty of a journey to the Red Planet. 

•  A large-scale, hands-on challenge introducing visitors 
to the engineering design process by building, testing, 
and improving a solution to a unique Mars exploration 
problem.

The Museum was one of nine informal education 
organizations chosen from 73 applications through a 
peer-reviewed process for NASA’s almost-$10 million 
Competitive Program for Science Museums, Planetariums and 
NASA Visitor Centers Plus Other Opportunities award.

“When President Kennedy announced the ambitious goal 
of sending an American safely to the Moon and back, 
he inspired an entire generation,” says Massachusetts 
Senator Edward J. Markey. “We can harness the 
imaginations of this generation by setting the bold goal of 
traveling to Mars and back. I’m proud that NASA chose 
the Museum of Science to be ‘educational mission control’ 
as we advance planetary exploration.”
 
This new award brings NASA support for the Museum of 
Science to more than $8 million.
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ON DISPLAY

FOUNDERS STATUE 

A statue in tribute to Brad and Barbara 
Washburn was dedicated on the Museum’s 
Plaza on June 20, following the annual meeting 
of the boards of trustees and overseers. 

In his remarks at the unveiling, Ioannis 
Miaoulis, president and director, said, “In 
today’s Museum, we carry on Brad’s vision 
as we tell the story of how scientists use the 
inquiry process to discover the natural world 
and how engineers use the design process to 

create the world we live in. We have built upon 
his strong foundation to become a world-class 
science center.” 

Funded by Dorothy and David Arnold Jr. and 
Rebecca and Preston Saunders, the statue was 
crafted by sculptor Robert Shure, who said, 
“Inspiration for the design was derived from 
historic photographs of the Washburns, as well 
as accounts of their expeditions from Barbara’s 
book, The Accidental Adventurer.”

Sculptor Robert Shure with 
Becky Saunders.
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Loring Estate Establishes  
Planetarium Endowment

When Caleb Loring Jr. passed away, his children decided to use a portion of their father’s 
estate to honor his brother-in-law and great friend by creating The Dr. Robert Channing 
Seamans Jr. Endowment Fund to support the Charles Hayden Planetarium. 

The fund, which will support care and maintenance of the Planetarium as well as its 
interns in perpetuity, pays tribute to their Uncle Bob, an engineer who studied at Harvard 
and MIT before going on to have a rich and varied career in higher education, NASA, and 
as ninth secretary of the US Air Force.

“What inspired me to make this gift out of my father’s estate 
was the close relationship that those two men had. I know 
Dad would want us to do this to honor Uncle Bob.
—Caleb Loring III

Sustaining Excellence
Endowment funds underwrite many of the Museum’s most 
enduring programs, exhibits, and popular attractions, such as 
Eye Opener, the Hall of Human Life, the Theater of Electricity, 

and the Discovery Center. A strong endowment enables the Museum to move forward 
with projects encompassed in our Long-Range Plan and to continue our tradition of 
engaging educational experiences for years to come.

Please let us show you how you can devote a portion of your estate or the estate of a 
loved one to create an endowed fund at the Museum of Science.

For further information on bequests and other planed giving opportunities, please 
contact Jim Kraus, jkraus@mos.org or 617-589-0181.
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